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PREFACE. 



Ta:E WiH^ vhich b now laid before the Pub> 
lie hu passed through several editions in Ame- 
lica. It has been {Minted, without alteration, 
from the Author's tnanaacript ; for though the 
style was certainly suscq>tA^ tst improvement, 
it appeared to possess that cleaniesB tmd nmpli- 
city which might be expected in die narrative 
of cme who wrote from real impressaoos, and set 
i]own the daily results of a melancholy expe- 
rience, with but slendw hopes that the record 
would ever meet the eyes of his countrym«i ; 
and, OB die whole, it waa deemed advisable to 
dispense with an attempt at ornament, wluch 
could only have been obtained at the expence of 
authenticity. 

The Narrative will be found to contain, in a 
small space, much valuable information on a 
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subject of which little is known, blended with 
much that is caiculated to interest the feelings, 
and to awaken curiosity. The incidents of the 
Author's life are striking ; and his descriptions 
of Nootka and its inhabitants, — the minute ac- 
quEuntance with savage manners and customs, 
acquired during his forced residence, and em- 
bodied in this Journal, and the perfect can- 
dour with which he details every part of his own 
conduct, which affords the best guarantee for 
.the truth of his statements in other points,-— 
■combine to render the work more than usually 
interesting and importanL . 

Of its authenticity the Narrative itself bears 
internal evidence, and the statements of the Au- 
thor, who is now settled at Middletown, .in the 
state of Connecticut, were confinned by Thomp- 
son, the companion of his misfortunes, his im- 
prisonment, and bis escape. 
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NARRATIVE 



JOHN R. JEWITT. 



CHAPTEa I. 

BIRTH, PAHENTAOE, AND BARLT UFG Of THB 



I WAS bom in Boston, a considerable bwwi|^ town 
in Lincolnshire, in Great Britain, on the Slat of 
May 1783. My &ther, Edward Jewitt, was by 
Intde a blacksmith, and esteemed among the first in 
his tine of buranesa in that place. At tlie age of 
three years I had the misfortune to lose my mother, 
a most excellent woman, who died in childbed, leav- 
ing an infant daughter, who, with myself, and an 
elder brother by a former marriage of my father, con- 
stituted the whole of our family. My iather, who 
conndered a good education as the greatest bleasing 
he could bestow on his children, was very particu- 
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8 EASLY LIFE OF 

lor in paying every attenUon to us in that respect, 
always exhorting us to behave well, and endeavour- 
ing to impress on our minds the principles of virtue 
and morality, and no expence in his power wu 
spared to have ns instructed in whatever might ren- 
der us useful and reE^>ectable in society. My bro- 
ther, who was four years older than myself, and of 
a more hardy constitution, he destined for his own 
trade, but to me he had resolved to give an education 
superior to that which is to be obtained in a common 
school, it being his intention that I should adopt one 
of the learned professions. Accordingly, at the age 
of twelve, he took me from the school in which 1 had 
been taught the first rudiments of learning, and 
placed me under the care of Mr Moses, a celebrated 
teacher of an academy at Donnington, about deven 
miles from Boston, in order to be instructed in the 
Latin language, and in some of die higher branches 
of the mathematics. I there made considerable pro- 
ficiency in writing, reading, and arithzoetic, and ob- 
tained a pretty good knowledge of navigation and of 
surveying ; but my progress in Latin was slow, not 
only owing to the little inclination I felt for learning 
that language, but to a natural impediment in my 
speech, which rendered it extremely difficult for me 
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THE ACTHOR. S 

to pronooDce H, bo that, in a §bort time, ivith mjr fa- 
tber'a consent, I wholly relinquiahed the study. 

The period of my stay at this place was the most 
happy of my life. My preceptor, Mr Moses, was 
not only a learned, but a virtuaua, benevolent, and 
amiable man, univerBally beloved by bis pupils, who 
took deUght in hia instruction, and to wh<mi be al- 
lowed every ■proptr amusement that consisted with 
attention to thdr studies. 

One of the principal pleasures I enjoyed was in 
attending the &ir, which is regularly held twice a 
year at Donnington, in the spring and in the fall, 
the second day being wholly devoted to selling 
horses, a prodigious niunber of which are brought 
thither for that purpose. As the scholars on tbese 
occasions were always indulged with a holiday, I 
cannot express with what eagerness of youthful ex- 
pectation I used to anticipate these fUrs, nor what 
delight I felt at the various shows, exhibitions of 
wild beasts, and other entertainments that they pre- 
sented : I was frequently visited by my &ther, who 
always discovered much joy on seeing me, praised 
me for my acquirements, and usually left me a small 
aom for my pocket expences. 

Among the scholars at this academy, there was 
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4 EASLT LIFE OF 

cnie named Charles Rice, with vbcKn I formed a par- 
ticular intimacy, which continued during the whole 
of my stay. He waa my claaa and room mate, and 
aa the town he came from, Ashby, waa more than 
60 milea off, instead of returning home, he used ire- 
quoitly, during the vacation, to go with me to Boa- 
too, where he always met with a cordial welcome 
from my iather, who received me on these occasiona 
with the greatest affection, apparently taking mudi 
pride iu me. ', My friend, in return, used to take me 
with him to an unde of his in Donnington, a very 
wealthy man, who, having no children of his own, 
waa very food of his nephew, and m his account I 
was always a welcome visitor at thehouse. I had a 
good voice, and an ear for music, to which I was al- 
ways paanonately attached, though my fatho- endea- 
voured to discourage this propensity, considering it 
(as is too frequently the case) but an introduction 
to a liie of idleness and dissipation, and having been 
remarked for my singing at church, which was re- 
gularly attended on Sundays and festival days by 
the adiolars, Mr Mortfarop, my friend Rice's unde, 
used frequently to request me to sing ; he was al- 
ways pleased with my exhibitions of this kind, and 
it was no doubt one of the means that secured me so 
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TEE AUTBOB. 5 

gradous a reception at his house. A number of 
other gentlemen in the place would sometimeB send 
for me to sing at their bouses, and, as I was not a 
little vain of my vocal powers, I was much gratified 
on receiving these invitations, and accepted thesn 
with the greatest pleasure. 

Thus passed away the two happiest years of my 
life, irhen my father, thinking that I had received a 
sufficient education for the profession he intended me 
tor, took me from school at Donnington. in order to 
apprentice me to Dr Mason, a surgeon of eminence 
at Rsasby, in the neighbourhood of the celebrated 
Sir Joseph Banks. With regret did I partfrom my 
sdiool acquaintance, particularly my friend Bice, 
and returned home with my father, on a short visit 
to my fiunily, preparatory to my intended appren- 
ticeship. The disinclination I ever had felt for the 
profession my father wished me to pursue, was still 
further increased on my return. When a child I 
was always fond of being in the shop among the 
workmen, endeavouring to imitate what I saw them 
do ; this disposition so fer increased after my leaving 
the academy, that I could not bear to hear the least 
mention made of my being apprenticed to a surgeon, 
and I used so msny entreaties with my father to per- 
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suadeliim to give up this pUn, and le«ni me his own 
tradcj that he at last consented. More fortunate 
would it probably have been for me, had I gratified 
the wishes of this sffectianatG parent, in adopting the 
profesBion he had chosen for me, than thus to have 
induced him to sacrifice them to mine> However it 
might have been, I was at lengl}i introduced into 
the shop, and my natural torn ot mind correspond- 
ing with the employment, I became in a short time 
uncommonly expert at the work to whidi I was set 
I now fielt myself well contented, pleased with my 
occupation, and treated with much affectitm by my 
ftther, and kindness by my step-mother, my father 
having once more entered the state of matrimony, 
with a widow much younger than himself, who had 
been brought up in a superior manner, and was an 
amiable and sensible woman. 

About a year after I had commenced this appren- 
ticeship, my &ther, finding that he could carry on 
his business to more advantage in Hull, removed 
thither with his family ; an event of no little im- 
portance to me, as it, in a great measure, influenced 
my future destiny. Hull being one of the best ports 
in Eogland, and a place of great trade, my father 
had there fidl employment for his numerous work- 
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THE AFTHOK. 7 

men, particularly in vessel work. Tliis naturally 
leading me to an acquaintance with the siulors on 
board Bome of the ships, the many remarkable sto* 
ries they told me of their voyages and adventures. 
And of the manners and cuotoms of the nations th^ 
had seen, excited a strong wish in me to visit foreign 
oountrieB, which was increased by my reading the 
voyages of Captain Cook, and some other cf^lebrated 
navigators. 

Thus passed the four years that I lived at Hull, 
where my &ther was esteemed by all who knew 
him, as a WOTthy, industrions, and thriving man. 
At this period, a circumstance occurred, which of- 
fiirded me the opportonity I had for some time 
wished, of gradQ'ing my indinotioa of going abroad. 

Among our principal customers at Holt were the 
Americans who frequented that port, and from 
whose conversation, my father, aa well as myself, 
fonned the most favourable opinion of that country, 
as affording on excellent field for the exertions of 
industry, and a flattering prospect for the establish- 
ment of a young man in life. In the summer of the 
year 1808, during the peace between England and 
France, the ship Boston, belonging to Boston, in 
Massachusetts, and coounanded by jCaptain John 
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Salter, arrived at Hull, whither she came to take on 
board a cargo of such goods as were wanted for the 
trade with the Indians, on the north-west coast of 
America, from whence, after having taken in a lad- 
ing of fiirs and skins, she was to proceed to China, 
and &om thence home to America. The ship, hav- 
ing occasioT) for many repairs and alterations, neoea- 
Kuy ibr so long a voyage, the captain applied to 
my &ther to do the smith's work, which was very 
considerable. That gentleman, wbo was of a aoaal 
turn, used often to call at my Other's house, where 
he passed many of his eveningst with his chief and 
seccmd mates, Mr B. Delonisa and Mr William In- 
graham, the latter a fine young man of about twenty, 
of a most amiable temper, and of such affable man- 
ners, as gained him the love and attachment of the 
whole crew. These gentlemen used occasionally to 
take me with them to the theatre, an amusement 
which I was very fond of, and which my father n» 
ther encouraged than objected to, as he thought it a 
good means of preventing young men, who are na- 
turally inclined to seek for something to amuse them, 
from frequenting taverns, oie-houses, and places of 
bad rcBOTt, equally destructive of the health and 
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moTBlB, while the stage frequently furnidies excel- 
lent lessona of morality and good conduct. 

In the eveningi that he passed at tay lather's. 
Captain Salter, who had for a great number of years 
been at sea, and teen almost all parts of the world, 
used sometimes to speak t^ bis voyages, and observi 
ing me'littffl:wilh mudi attention to bis relations', 
he, onie Jay,' when I bad brought him some wi^ki 
Sifid"to me, in ratber a jocos^ manner, John, how 
should you like to go with me'P I anBwered. that it 
would give me great pleasure ; that I hod for a long 
time wished to visit foreign countries, particularly 
America, which I had been told so many fine stories 
of, and that, if my {athet would give his consent, and 
.be was willing to lake me with bim, I, would go> 
I shall be very glad to do it, siud he, if your fftfaw 
con be i^evailed on to let you goj and aS I want an 
expert smith for an armourer, the one I hare ^pr 
ped for that purpose not being sufBciently master i^ 
his trade, I have no doubt that you will answer my 
turn well, as I perceive you are both active and 14- 
geniouB, and on my return to America, I shall pro- 
bably be able to do something much better for you 
in Boston ; I will take the first opportunity of speak- 
ing to your father about it, and try to persuade him 
a2 
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10 EAStr LIFE OF 

to consent. He, accordmgly, the n^ evening that 
he called st our house, introduced &e subject : my 
&ther, at 'first, would not listen to the proposd. 
That best of parents, though anxious for my advan- 
tageous establishment in life, could not bear to think 
of parting with me, but en Captain Salter's telling 
him of what benefit it would be to me to go the 
voyage with him, and that it was a pity to keep a 
promising and ingenious yonng fallow, like myself, 
confined to a small eh<^ in England, when, if I had 
tolerable success, I mig^t do so much better in Ame- 
rica, where wages were much hij^er, and living 
cheaper, he at length gave up his ot^ections, and 
consented that I should ship on board the Bostcm as 
an armourer, at the rate of thirty dollars per mondi ; 
with an agreement, that the amount due to me, to- 
gether with a certsin sum of money which my &• 
ther gave Captun Salter for that purpose, should be 
laid out by him on the north-west coast, in the par- 
chase of furs for my account, to be disposed of in 
China, for such goods as would yield a profit on the 
return of the ship, my father being solicitous to 
give me every advantage in hia power, t£ well esta- 
blishing myself in my trade in Boston, or some otha 
maritime town of Ammca. Such w,^ the flotter- 
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THE AIITHO&. 11 

ing expectations which this good num indulged r»< 
■pectiog me. Alaa I the fatal disaster that befel ns, 
not only blasted all these hopes, but involved me in 
extreme distzeis and wretchedness for a long period 
after. 

The ship having undergone a thorough repair, 
and been well coppered, proceeded to takeon board 
her cargo, which conosted of English cloths, Dutch 
blankets, looking-glasses, beads, knives, mzata. Sec 
which were received &om Holland, some sugar and 
molasses, about twenty hogsheads of rum, including 
stores for the ship, a great quantity of ammunition, 
cutlasses, pistols, and three thousand muskets and 
fowling pieces. The ship being loaded and ready 
for sea, as I was preparing for my departure, my la- 
ther came to me, and taking me aside, said to me 
with much emotion, John, I am now going to part 
with you, and Heaven only knows if we shall ever 
again meet. But in whatever part of the world you 
are always bear it in mind, that oa your own con- 
duct will depend your success in life. Be honest, 
industrious, Irugal, and temperate, and you will not 
feil, in whatsoever country it may be your lot to be 
placed, to gain yourself friends. Let the Bible be 
, your guide, and your reliance, in any fortune that 
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may befid you, that Almighty Being, who knows 
how to bring forth good from evil, and who nevn 
deKTta those who put their trust in him. He re> 
pested his ezhortatiaiu to me to lead an iKXWSt and 
Chrigdan life, and to recollect that I had a father, a 
mother, a brother, and Bister, who could not but 
feel a strong intra«at in my wel&re, enJMning me 
to write him by the first opportunity that shovkl 
ofier to England, from whaterer part of the world 
I might be in, more particularly oa my arrival in 
BostOD. This I promised to do, but long unhaf^uly 
was it before I was able to fulfil this prtmuse. j 
then took an affectionate leave of my worthy patoit, 
whose fe^ngs would hardly permit him to speak, 
and bidding an affectionate &rewdl to my brother, 
niter, and step-mother, who expressed the greatest 
solicitude far my future fortune, went on board the 
■hip, which proceeded to the Downs, to be ready 
for the first favouraUc wind. 1 found myself wdl 
accommodated on board as regarded my work, an 
iron forge having been erected on deck ; this my 
&ther had made for the ship on a new plan, for 
whidi he afterwards obtained a patent ; while a ear- 
ner of the steerage was appropriated to my vice 
bench, so that in bod weather I could work below. 
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TOTAGE to NOOT&l, 

Oit the Sd d&r of September 1808, vewuled from 
the Downs with a fair wind, in company widi twen- 
ty-four sail of Americsn vesseb, nioflt of whi<^ wen 
'bound luHne. 

I was 8ea-8tck for a few of the first days, bat it 
was of short continuance, and on my recovery I 
finind myself in uncommonly fine health and apirita, 
and went to work with alacrity at my forge, in put- 
ting in wder aoine of the muskets, and making dag- 
gers, knives, and soudl hatchets for the Indian trade, 
while in wet and stonny weather I was occupied be* 
low in filing and polisliing them. Thiawaamyon- 
plt^ment, having but little to do with sailing the 
vessel, though I used occasionally to lend a hand in 
awiirting the seamen in taking in and "mViTg saiL 
As I had never betbre been out of ugbt of land, I 
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cumot describe my lenutiaiu, after I hut recovered 
from the diatresBing effects of sea-sickness, oa view- 
ing the mighty ocean by which I was surroonded, 
bound only by the sky, while its waves rising in 
mountains, seemed every moment to threaten our 
ruin> Manifest as is the hand of Providence in pre- 
serving its creatorea feota destTacti<»i, in no instance 
is it more so than on the great deep j for, whether 
we G(»iKder in its tnmnltoary motions the watery 
deluge tbat each moment menaces to overwhelm us, 
the immense violence of its shocks, the little that in- 
terposes between us and death, a single plank form- 
ing our only security, which, should it unfortunate- 
ly be loosened, would plunge us at once into the 
abyss, our gratitude ought strmgly to be excited to- 
wards that superintending Deity who, in so wcmder- 
&1 a manner, sustsins our lives amid the waves. 

We had a pleasant and favourable passsge of 
twen^-nine days to the Island of St Catherine, on 
the coast of Brazils, where the captain had deter- 
mined to stop fbr a few days to wood and wat». 
This place belongs to the Portuguese. On entering 
the hsrbour we were saluted by the fort, which we 
returned. The next day the Governor of the Island 
came on board of us with his suite ; Captain Salter 
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received liim vith much respect, and invited him to 
dine'wtth him, which he accept(.>d. The ship re- 
mained at St Catherine's fout days, during which 
time we were busilj' employed in taking in wood, 
water, and fi-esh provisionB, Captain Salter tliinlting 
it best to Aimidi himself here with a full supply for 
his voyage to the north-west coast, so as not to 
be obliged to stop at the Sandwich Islands. St Ca- 
therine is a very commodioiis place for vessels to 
stop at that are bound round Cape Horn, as it 
abounds with springs of fine water, with excellent 
oranges, plantains, and bananas. 

Having completed our stofes we put to sea, and 
on the 3Sth of December at length passed Cape 
' Horn, which we had made no less than thirty-six 
days before, but were repeatedly farced badk by 
contrary winds, experiencing very rough and tem- 
pestuous weather in doabling it 

Immediately after passing Cape Hata, all our dan- 
gers and difficnlties seemed to be at an end ; the 
weather became fine, and so litde labour was neces- 
sary on board the ship, diat the men soon recovered 
&(»n their fatigue, and were in excellent spirits. A 
few days after, we fell in with an English South 
Sea whaling ^p, homeward bound, which was the 
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only veswl we spoke with on our voyage. We now 
took the trade windj or mongoon, during which we 
enjoyed the finest weather possible, so that, fer the 
space of a fortnight, we were not obliged to reere a 
topaail or to make a tack, and so light was the duty, 
and easy the life of the sailors daring Ihia time.diat 
they appeared the hs^piest of' any peopie in idle 
world. 

Captain, Saltw, who had been for many yean in 
the £ast India trade, was a most excellent seaman, 
and preserved the strictest order and discipline on 
board his ship, though he was a man of mild tem- 
per and cimciliating manners, and disposed to al- 
low every indulgence to his men, not inconsistent 
with their duty. We had on board a fine band of 
music, witb which, on Saturday nights, when the 
weaker was pleasant, we were accustomed to be re- 
galed, the captain ordering them to play for several 
hours for the amusement of the crew. This to me 
was most delightful, especialty during the serene 
evenings we experienced in traversing the southern 
ocean. As for myself, during the day I was cm- 
stantly occupied at my forge, in refitting or repair- 
ing some of the iron work of the vessel, but princi- 
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pally in making tomahawka, daggers, &c. for the 
noith-weit cout 

During the first part of our voyage we saw scarce- 
ly any fish, excepting some whalea, a few sharks, 
and flying fish ; but after weathering Cape Horn, we 
met with numerous shoak of sea porpoises, Beveral of 
whmn we caught, and, as we had been for some time 
vitboQt &eeh provisions, I found it not only a palat- 
able, but really a very excellent food. To one who 
has never before seen them, a shoel of these fish 
preienta a very etriking and singnlar appearance ; 
bdield, at a distance, coming towards a vessel, they 
look not unlike a great number of small black waves 
rolling over one another in a confused manner, and 
qtproaching with great swiftnesB. Assoonasa shoal 
is seen all is bustle and activity on board the ship, 
the grains and the harpoons are immediately got rea- 
dy, and those who are best skilled in throwing them 
take their stand at the bow and along the gunwale, 
anxiously awaiting the welcome troop as they come, 
gamboling and blowing around the vessel, in search 
of food. When pierced with the harpoon and 
drawn on board, unless the fish is instantly killed 
by the stroke, which rarely happens, it utters moot 
pitiful cries, greatly resembling those of an infiuat 
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The fleah, cut into Bteoks and broiled, is not unlike 
very coarse beef, and tbe harslet in appearance and 
taate is so much like that of a hog, that it would be 
no easy matter to distinguish the one from the 
other ; from this circumstance, the eailtsB have given 
the namettf the herring hog to thiafish. I was told 
hy Bomeof thecrew, that if oneof themha[^>ens to 
free itself from the grains or harpoons, when struck, 
all the others, attracted by the blood, immediately 
quit the ship and give chase to the wounded one, 
and as soon as they overtake it, Immediately tear it 
in pieces. We alao caught a large shark, which had 
followed the ship for several days, with a hook which 
I made for the purpose, and, although tbe flesh was 
by no means equal to that of tbe herring hog, yet 
to those destitute as, we were of any thing fresh, I 
found it eat very well. After passing the Cxpe, 
when the sea had become cahn, we saw great num- 
bers of albatrosses, a large brown and white bird of 
the goose kind, one of which Captain Salter shot, 
whose wings measured, from their extremities, fifteen 
feet One thing, however, I must not omit mention- 
ing, as it struck me in a most singular and extraordi- 
nary manner. This was, that on passing Cape 
Horn in December, which was nud-snmmer in tiut 
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climate, the nights were so light, without any moon, 
that we found no difficulty whatever in reading 
■mall print, which we frequently did during our 
watches. 
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CHAPTER III. 

IMTBRCOUBBB WITH TH£ KATIVBft— MAQVIMA— SBI- 
ZUBE OF THE VESSEL, AND HDRDER OF THE CREW. 

Is this maimer, witha iair wind and easy weather 
Scota the 28th of December, the period of our paw- 
ing Cape Horn, we pnriued our voyage to the 
northward, until the 12th of March 1805, when we 
made Woody' Point in Nootka Sound, on the north- 
west coast of America. We immediately stood up 
tho Sound for Nootka, where Captain Salter had 
determined to stop, in order to supply the ship with 
wood and water before proceeding up the coast to 
trade. But, in order to avoid the risk of any mo- 
lestation or interruption to his men from the Indians, 
while thus employed, he proceeded with the ship 
about five miles to the northward of the village, 
which is situated on Friendly Cove, and sent out bis 
chief mate with several of the crew in the boat to 
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find a good place for sDchoring her. After Bound- 
ing for some time, they returned with information, 
tlut tliey had discovered a aecure [dace for anchor- 
age, on the western side of an inlet, or vnall bay, at 
about half a mile from the coast, near a small island, 
which protected it from the sea, and where there 
was plenty of wood and excellent water. The ship, 
accordingly, came to anchor in this place, at twelve 
o'clock at night, in twelve fathom water, moddy 
botttHQ, and so near the shore, that, to prevent die 
ship (rom winding, we secured her by a hawser to 
the trees. 

On the morning of the nextday, the 13th, several 
o£ the natives came on board in a canoe from the 
village of Nootka, with their king, called Maquina, 
who appeared much pleased on seeing us, and with 
great seeming cordiality, welcomed Captain Salter 
and his officers to his country. As I had never be- 
fore beheld a savage of any nation, it may readily be 
■apposed that the novelty of their appearance, so 
different from any people that I had hitherto teen, 
excited in me atxoag feelings of surprise and curio- 
si^. I was, however, particularly struck vith the 
looks of their king, who wa^ a man of a dignified 
aspect, about six feet in height^ and estronely 
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straight and well praportioned; hie features were 
in general good, and hia &ce was rendered remark- 
able hy a large Eoman nose, a very uacommcm form 
of feature among these people ; his complexion was 
of a dark copper hue, though hia &ce, l^g, and 
arms, were, on this occasion, so covered with red 
punt, that their natural colour could scarcely be 
perceived ; hie eye-brows were p^ted black in two 
broad stripes, like a new moon, and his long black 
hair, which shone with oil, was &stened in a bunch 
on the top of his head, and strewed or powdered all 
over with white down, which gave him a mo«t can- 
ous and extraordinary appearance. He was dressed 
in a large mantle or cloak of the black sea otter 
skin, which reached to his knees, and was fastened 
around his middle by a broad belt of ihe cloth of 
the country, wrouglit, or painted with figures of se- 
veral colours; this drees was by no means unbe- 
ahning, but, on the contrary^ had an air of savage 
magnificence. His men were habited in mantles of 
the same cloth, which is made Irom the bark of a 
tree, and has some resemblance to straw matting ; 
these are nearly square, and have two boles in the 
upper part, large enough to admit the arms ; they 
reach as low as the knees, and are fastened ronnd 
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tbeif bodies with a belt about four inches broad of 
the same cloth. 

From bis having frequently viated the English and 
American ships that traded to the coast, Maquiua 
bad learned the significstion of a number of English 
wcnrds, and, in general, could make himself pret^ 
well understood by us in our own language. He 
was always the first to go on board such ships as 
came to Nootka, which he was much pleased in vi- 
siting, even when he had no trade to offer, as he al- 
ways received some small present, and was in g^ 
neral extremely well treated by the commanders. 
He remained on board of us for some time, during 
which the captain took him into the cabin and treat- 
ed him with a glass of rum; these people being very 
fond of distilled spirits, and some biscuit and molas- 
ses, which they prefer to any kind of food that we 
can offer them. 

As there are seld^on manyfurs to be purchased at 
this place, and it was not iully the season. Captain 
Salter had put in here not so much with an eq>ectation 
of trading as to procure an ample stock of wood and 
water, for the supply of the ship on the coast, think- 
ing it more prudent to take it on board at Nootka, 
&om the generally friendly disposition of the people. 
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than to end&ngcT the safety of hia men, in aendin^ 
them on shore for that purpose, smoog the more fe- 
rocioiu native* of the nordu With this view, we 
immediately set about getting our water casks in rea- 
diness, and the next and two succeeding days, part 
t£ the crew were eent on shore to cut pine timber, 
and assist the carpmter in making it into yards and 
quirs for tlie ship, whQe those od board were em- 
ployed in refitting the rigging, repairing the aails, 
&c> when we proceeded to take in our wood and w»- 
tei as' expeditiously as possible, during which time 
I kept myself busily employed in repairing the mus- 
kets, making knives, tomaxes, Sec and doing audi 
iron work as was wanted for the ship. 

Meantime, more or less of the natives came on 
board of us daily, bringing with them fresh salmma, 
with which they supplied us in great plenty, re<»iv- 
ing in return some trifling articles. Captain Salter 
was always very particular, before admitting tliese 
people on board, to see that they had no anns about 
them, by obli^ng them indiscriminately to throw off 
their garments, ao that he felt perfectly secure fW»n 
any attack. 

On the 15th the king came on board wiA aeveral 
of bis chiefs ; he was dressed as bef<K« in his mag- 
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nific^it otter skin robe, having his face highly pain^ 
ed, and his hair tossed off with the white dotm, 
which looked like mow. His chiefs were drened in 
Duntlea of the country cloth of its natural colour, 
wfaidi is a. pale yellow ; these were oraamEOted with 
ft broad border, painted or wrought in figures of se- 
veral cc^Durs, representing men's heads, various ani- 
nulls, &c, and secured around them by a belt like 
^mt of the king, (ram which it was distinguished 
only by being narrower. The dress of the conunon 
pe<^le is of the same fashion, and difias from that 
of lliechiefii in beingof a coarser texture, and paint- 
ed red, of one \inifonn colour. 

Captain Salter invited Maquina and his chiefs to 
dine with him, and it was curious to see how fliese 
people, when they eat, seat themselves (in their 
Coontry fashion) upon our chairs, with their feet uB> 
der them crossed like Turks. They cannot endure 
Hie taste of salt, and the only thii^ they would eat 
with us was the ship bread, which they were very 
fimd of, eqwdally when dipped in mohusea ; they 
had also a great liking tot tea and coffee, when well 
sweetened. As iron weapons and tools of almost 
every kind are in mudi request among them, whei:^ 
ever they came on board they were always very at- 
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tentive to me, crowding around me at the forge, as if 
to Bee in what maimer I did my work, and in this 
way became quite familiar, a circumatance, as will 
be seen in the end, of great importance to me. The 
salmon which they brought us furnished a most de- 
licious treat to men, who, for a long time, had lived 
wholly on salt provisions, excepting such few sea 
fish as we had the good fortune occasionally to take. 
We, indeed, feasted most luxuriously, and flatter'. 
ed ourselves that we should not want while on tbe 
coast for plenty of fresh provisions, littJe ima|;ii^ 
ing the fate that awaited ua, and that this dainty 
food was to prove the unfortunate lure to our de- 
struction ! 

On the icnb the king came again on board, and 
was invited by the captain (o dine with him. He had 
mudi conversation with Captain Salter, and inform- 
ed him that there were plenty of wild ducks and 
geese near Friendly Cove, on which the captain 
made him a present of a doable-barrelled fowling- 
piece, with which he appeared to be greatly pleased, 
and soon after went on shore. 

On the aOUi we were nearly ready for our depar» 
ture, bavmg taken in what wood and water we were 
in need of. 
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The next day Maquina came on board with nine 
pair af wild ducks, as a present, at the same time he 
brought with him the gun, one of the locks of which 
he bad broken, telling the captain that it was peshak, 
ibaX is bad. Captain Salter was very much offend' 
ed at thia observation, and congidering it as a mark 
af contempt for his present, he called the king a liar, 
adding other opprobrious terms, and taking the gun 
from him, tossed it indignantly into the cabin, and 
callingmetohim,said, "John, this fellow has broken 
this beautiful fowling-piece, see if you can mend it." 
On examining it I told him that it could be done. 
As I have already observed, Maquina knew a nmn> 
ber of English words, and unfortunately understood 
but too well the meaning of the reproachful terms 
that the captun addressed to him. He said not a 
word in reply, but his countenance sufficiently ex- 
pressed the rage he felt, though he exerted himself 
to suppress it, and I observed him, while the captain 
was speaking, repeatedly put his hand to his throat, 
and rub it upon his bosom, which he afWwards 
told me was to keep down his heart, which was 
rising into his throat and choking him. He soon 
afler went on shore with his men, evidently n>uch 
discomposed. 
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On the momiDg of the 2Sd, the nativea came off 
to UB as usual with utlmon, aud ranained on board; 
when about noon Maquina came alongside, with a 
Gonnderafole number of hia chiefs and men in their 
canoes, who, after going through the customary ex- 
amination, were admitted into tfae ship. He had a 
whistle in bis hand, and over his face a very <ag[y 
mask of wood, representing the head of some wild 
beast, appeared to be r^narkably good bumonred 
and gay, and whilst his people sung and CMJptnA 
about tbe deck, entertaining us with a variety of mi> 
tic tridcs and gestures, be blew his whistle to a kind 
«f tune which seemed to r^^late their motions. 
A» Captain Snlter was walking on the quarter deck, 
amunng himself with their dancing, the king came 
np to him, and inquired when he intoided to go to 
seaP He answered to-morrow. Maquina dieo 
said, " You love salmon — much in Friendly Cove, 
why not go then and catch gome ?" The captain 
thought that it would be very desirable to have a 
good supply of these fish for the voyage, and, on ctm- 
fulting with Mr Delouisa, it was agreed to send part 
of the crew on shore after dinner with the seine, in 
order to procure a quantity. Maquina and his chi^ 
staid and dined on board, and after dinna ibs chief 
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mate went off with nine men in the jolly-boat and 
yawl, to fiah at Friendly Cove, having wt the steward 
on shore at our watering-pkce, to wash the cap- 
tain's clothes. 

Shortly after the departure of the boats, I went 
down to my vice bench in the steerage, where I was 
employed in deaaing muskets. I had not been 
there more than an hour, when I heard the men 
hoisting in the long boat, which, in a few minute* 
after, was succeeded by a great bustle and confusion 
sn deck. I immediately ran up the steerage stairs, 
but scarcely was my head above deck, when I was 
caught by the hair by one of the savsges, and lift- 
ed from my feet ; fortunately for me, my hair being 
short, and the ribbon with which it was tied slip- 
ping, I fell from his hold into Uie steerage. As I 
was falling, he struck at me with an axe, which cut 
a deep gasb in my forehead, and penetrated the 
skull, but in consequence of his losing his hold, I 
lucidly escaped the full force of the blow ; which, 
otherwise, would have cleft my head in two. I fell, 
stunned and senseless, upon the floor. How long I 
continued in this situation I know not, but, on reco- 
▼ering my senses, the first thing that I did was to 
try to get up J but so weak was I, fioni the loss of 
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blood, that I fainted and fell. I was, however, aooo 
recalled to my recollection, by three loud ahouta or 
yells from the Hvages, which convinced me that 
they had got possession of the ship. It is imposn- 
ble for me to describe my feelings at this terrific 
floiUKl. Some faint idea may be formed of them by 
those who have known what it is to half waken 
fVomahideoiiBdreani, and still think it real. Never, 
no, never shall I lose from my mind the impreBsioii 
of that dreadful moment. I expected every instant 
to share the wretched fate of my unfortunate cmn- 
panions, and when I heard the song of triumph, by 
which these infernal yells were succeeded, my blood 
ran cold in my veins. 

Having at length sufficiently recovered my senses 
to look around me, after wiping the blood from ray 
eyes, I saw that the hatch of the steerage was shut. 
This was done, as I afterwards discovered, by ord^ 
of Maquina, who, on seeing the savage strike at me 
with the axe, told him not to hurt me, for that I was 
the armourer, and would be useful to them in re- 
pairing their arms : while, at the same time, to pre- 
vent any of his men from injuring me, be bad the 
hatch closed. But to me this circumstance wore a • 
very different appearance, for I thought that th^se 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



AND DESTRUCTION OF THE CBEW. SI 

barbarians bad only prtdonged my life in order to de- 
prive me of it by the moat cruel tortures. 

I remained in this horrid state of suspense for a 
very long time, when, at length, the hatch was open- 
fd, and Maquina, calling me by name, ordered me 
to come up. I groped my way up as wdl as I was 
able, being almost blinded with the blood that flow- 
ed from my wound, and so weak as with difficulty 
to walk. The king, on perceiving my situation, or- 
dered one of his men to bring a pot of water to wash 
the blood from my &ce, which having done, I was 
able to see distinctly with one of my eyes, but the 
othn was so swollen, from my wound, that it was 
closed. But what a terrific spectacle met my eye? I 
MX naked savages, standing in a circle around me, 
covered with the blood of my murdered ctnorades, 
with their daggers uplifted in their hands, prepared 
to strike. I now thought my last mom^it bad 
come, and recommended my soul to my Maker. 

The king, who, as I have already observed, knew 
enough of English to make himself understood, en- 
tered the circle, and placing himself before me, ad- 
dressed me nearly in the following words : — "John 
.—1 speak— you no say no — You say no— daggers 
etnne !" He then asked me if I would bo hie slave 
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during my life— If I would fight for him in hia bs^ 
tles^If I would repsir his muakets, and make dag- 
gen and knlve* for him — with oereral other queS' 
ticmB, to all of which I was careful to answer, yes. 
He dien told tne he wotdd spare my Ufe, and order- 
ed me to kisB his hands and feet to show my Bub- 
mjision to him, whidi I did.— In the meantime, his 
people were very clamoronB to have me put to 
death, ao that there should be none of ns left to tell 
our story to our conntrymen, and to prev^it them 
irom coming to trade with them ; but the king, ia 
the most determined manner, opposed their wishes, 
and to his favour am I wholly indebted for my being 
yet among the living. 

As I was busy at work at the time of the attack, 
I was without my coat, and what with the coldnem 
of the weather, my feeUenesa from lots of blood, 
the pain of my wound, and the extreme agitatitm 
and terrcB- that I still felt, I shook like a leaf, 
which the king observing, went into the cabin, and 
bring^ig up a great-coat, that belonged to the cap- 
tain, threw it over my shoulders, idling me to drink 
some rum ftfaa a bottle which he handed me, at the 
same time, giving me to understand that it wotdd 
be good (m me, and keep me from tronbling as I 
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did. I took A draught of i^ after which, taking me 
by the hand, he led ine to the quarter deck, vbere 
the iBOtt horrid tight preaeoted itaelf that ever my 
cyea vitoewad— the bMd* of ""^ unfiwtunite cap- 
tain and hi* cnw, to thenumfoar of twen^-five, were 
all arranged in a line, and Maqnina wdering one of 
hia people to bring a head, aaked me wboae it was ; 
I anawered, tbe captain's ; in like maimer the othera 
vere shoved me, and I told him the names, except- 
ing a few that were «o ^Koribly mangled that I was 
not able to recognize them. 

I now diaojvered that all our an£wttmate crew 
had been maagacred, and learned, that, after getting 
pcwMmon of the ship, the saTagcB had broke open 
the arm chest and magasine, and aapplying them- 
selvea with aamranition and arms, sent a party on 
shore to attack oUr men, who had gone thither to fiab, 
and being joined by niimberB &iHn the village, 
without difficulty overpowered and murdered themi 
and cutting off their heads, brought them on board, 
after throwing their bodies into the sea. On look- 
ing upon the deck, I saw it entirely covered with 
the blood of my poor comrades, whose throats had 
been cut with their own jack-knives, the savages 
having seiaed the opportunity while they were busy 
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in htHating in the boat, to grapple with them, and 
averpovei them by their numbers : in the scuffle the 
captain was thrown oveHi>o«rd, and dispatched by 
those in the ctmoes, who immediately cut off his head. 
What I felt on this occasion may be more readily 
conceived than expreaeed. 

Afler I had answered his questions, Maqoinatook 
my silk handkerchief from my neck, and bound it 
around my head, placing over the wound a leaf of 
tobacco, of which we had a £|uantity on board. This 
was done at my desire, as I hod often found, froni 
personal experience, the bene6t of this application 
to cuts. 

Maquina then ordered me to get the ship under 
weigh for Friendly Cove. This I did by cutting 
the cables, and sending some of the natives aloft 
to loose the sails, which they performed in a very 
bungling manner. But they succeeded so far in 
loosing the jib and top-sails, that, with the advan* 
tage of &!r wind, I succeeded in getting the ship 
into thfe Cove, where, hy order of the king, I ran 
her ashore on a sandy beach, at eight o'clock sit 
night. 
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CHAPTEft IV. 

BECIPTION OV JEWITT BT THE SATAGE9— SSCAFS 
or THOMPSON — ASBtTAL OV THKHEIQHBOCBIMO 
TRISEg— AH INDIAN BANQUET. 

Wk were receiTed by the inbabitants of the vil- 
lage, men, wcanen, and duldren, with loud ghouts of 
' joy, and a moBt horrible drumming with sticks upon 
the roofs and sides of their houses, in which they 
had also stuck a great number of lighted pine torch- 
es, to welcome their lung's return, and, congratulate 
him on the success of his enterprise. 

Maquina then took me on shcve to hia house, 
which was very large> and filled with pet^l^— 
where. I was received with much kindness by the 
women, particularly those belonging to the king, 
who had no less than nine wives, all of whom came 
around me, expressing much sympathy for my mia- 
fiKtune, gently stroking and patting my head in an 
encouraging and soothing manner, with words ex,- 
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presiive of condolence. How sweet is compuaiott, 
even from oavBges t Those wlio have been in a cimi- 
lar aituatioii can alone truly appreciate its value. 

In the meantime, all the warriors of the tribe, to 
the nomber d five hundred, had assembled at the 
king's house, to r^oice for their success. They eX- 
uHed greatly in having taken our ship, and each one 
boasted of his own particular exploits in killing our 
men ; but they were in general much dissatisfied 
with my having been saSered to live, and were very 
urgent with Maqoinato ddUver meto than, to be put 
to death, whidi he obstinately rdused to do, tdUng 
di^n that he had pranised me my li&, and wowld 
not break bis word ; and that, besides, I knew bow 
to repair and to make arms, and should be of great 
use to them. . 

The kingthen seated me by him, and ndned his 
women to Ixing him somethii^ to eat, whsi they 
set before Iiim some dried dams and tzain imI, of 
which be ate very heartily, and encouraged me to 
follow his example, telling me to eatnmch, and takea 
great deal of oil, which would make me strong and 
&t. Notwithstanding his praise of this new kind of 
food, I ftit no disposition to indulge in it, both tiie 
smellond taste beingloathsome to me; and had it been 
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otberroe, nidi ms the pain I endured, the mfptur- 
tiaa of my mind, and the gloonuneM of my reflex 
tkan, that I Bhonld have fdt very little inclination 
ftir eating. 

Not nticfied with hi* first refusal to deliver me np 
tothem, the peiqile again became clamorous that M»- 
qnina ahould anuent to my being killed, sayings that 
not one of ua oo^tt to be left alive, to give informa- 
tion to odurtof onr countrymen, and [Vevent them 
from coming to trade,or induce them to revenge the 
deatmction of our ahip; and they, at length, become 
sobaiiteRnu,thathecaag^npalargechibtna paa- 
■ion, and drove them all out of the bouK. During 
thia scene, a son of the king, about deren years cdd, 
attracted, no doidA, by the singularity of my i^ipear- 
ance, came up to me : I caressed him ; be returned 
my attentiona with modi apparent pleasure, and 
considering thia as a fortunate opportunity to gain 
the good will of the father, I took die diild on my 
knee, and cutting the metal buttons from off the 
cMt I had on, I tied diem annmd his neck. At 
diis he was higlily delighted, and became so mndi 
attached to me, that he would not quit me. 

The king ^tpeared much pleased with my atten- 
tion to his son, and telling me tliat it was time toga 
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to sleep, directed me to lie withhJB son, next to hln^ 
OS he was afraid lest some of his people would c^ome, 
while he was asleep, and kill me with their doggers. 
I lay down as he ccrdered me, but neithet the state 
of my mind nor the pain I felt would allow me to 
sleep. 

About midnight I was greatly alonned by the a[H 
proach of one of the natives, who came to give iD> 
formation to the king, that there was one of the 
white men alive, who had knocked him down as he 
went on board the ship at night. This Maquina 
commonicated to me, giving me to understand, that 
as soon as the snn rose he should kill him. I en- 
deavoured to persuade him to spare his life, but be 
bade me be silent and go to sleep. I said no- 
'tliing more, but lay revolving in my mind what me- 
thod I oould devise to save the life of this man. 
What a consolation, thought I, what a. happiness 
would it prove to me in my forlorn state amtmg 
these heathens, to have a Christian, and one of my 
own countrymen, for a companion, and how greatly 
would it alleviate and lighten the burd^i of my 
slavery. 

As I was thinking of scane plan fi» his preaerva- 
tioD, it all at once came into my mind, that this man 
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wu probably the Bail-maker of the ship, named 
Thompson, as I had not seen his head among tho« 
on deck, and knew tliat he wks below at work upon 
oaila not long before the attack. The more I 
thought of it the more probable it t^peared to me, 
and aa Thompson was a man nearly forty years of 
age,. and bad an old look, I conceived it would be 
easy to make him pass for my tatbtr, and by this 
means prevail on Maquina to spare his liie. To^ 
wards mortting I fell into a doze, but was awaken- 
ed with the first beams of the sun by the king, who 
told me he was going to kill de man who was on 
board the ship, and ordered me to accompany him. 
I rose and followed him, leading with me the young 
prince, his son. 

On coming to the beach I found all the men of 
the tribe assembled. The king addressed them, 
saying', that one of the white men had been found 
alive on board the ship, and requested their opinion 
as to saving his life or patting him to death. They 
were unanimously fw the latter : This determin*- 
tion he made known to me. Having arranged my 
plan, I asked him, pointing to the boy, whom I still 
held by the hand, if he loved his son, he answered 
that he did. I then asked the child if he loved his 
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fiAber, and, on fail replying in the affinuttiTe, I 
Hud> " And I alio love mine." I then threw mjsdf 
va my knees at Mwjnina'i Aet, end implored him, 
with tern in my eyee, to apere my ftther't life, if 
the man on board ihoald peon to be him, tdling 
lum, that if he killed my fiidur, it was my wiih dmt 
beahonldkillmetoo, andtbat if bedidnot, Iwoold 
kill myael£— and that be would thna loae my seni- 
cei ; vheiMS, by aparing my fkther's life, he wonld 
pr ea t rve mine, which would be of great advantage 
to b'"*! by my repairing and making anna for him< 
Haquina ^ipcared moved by my entreaties, and 
promiaed not to put the man to death if he ahould 
bcmyfatfaer. He then e3C|^ained to hia people iriiat 
I had said, and ordered me to go on board and tell 
the man to come on ahore. To my unspeakaUe 
joy) on going into the hold, I foond that my ctdijec- 
ture was true. Thompson was there ; he bad eac^ 
ed widumt any u^nry, ezeepting a alight wound in 
the nose, giren him by tme of the savagea with a 
kmfe, as he attempted to come on deck, during the 
. scuffle. Finding the savages in possession of the 
abii^ as he afterwards informed me, he secreted 
himself in die bold, hoping for some dunce to make 
. bis esc^>e; but that the Indian who came on board 
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in the night, approadiing the place where he was, 
he snppoeed himself discovered, and being deter- 
mined to idU his life as dearly as possible, as toon 
as he came within bis reach, he knocked him down ; 
but the Indian, immediately springing up, ran off at 
fall speed. 

I informed him, in a few words, that all our men 
had been killed ; that the king had preserved my 
life, and bad consented to spare his <m the snppon- 
tton that he was my father,— an opinion which he 
must be careful not to undeceive them in, as it was 
his only safety. After giving him his cue, I went 
Ml shore with him, and presrated him to Maquina, 
who immediately knew him to be the sailmaker, 
and was much pleased, observing, that he could 
make saQs for his canoe. He then took us to his 
house, and ordered something for us to eat. 

On the 24th and 35tb, the natives were busily 
employed in taking the cargo out of the ship, strip- 
ping her of her sails and rigging, catting away the 
Qwrs and masts, and, in short, rendering her as 
ccmplete a wreck as possible ; the musketa, smmn- 
nition, doth, and all the principal articles taken 
&<Hn her, being deposited in the king's house, 

While diey were thus occupied^ each one taking 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



ift PILLAGK OF THE BHIP. 

what he liked, my companion and myself being ob- 
liged to aid them, I thought it best to secure the 
accounts and papers of the ship, in hopes that, on 
some future day, I might have it in my power to 
restore them to the owners. With this view, I to<A 
possession of the captain's writing-desk, which con- 
tained the most of them, together with some paper 
and implements for writing. I had also the good 
fortune to find a blank account-book, in which I re- 
solved, should it be permitted me, to write an ac- 
count of our capture, and the most remarkable oc- 
currences that I should m^t with during my stay 
among these people, fondly indulging the hope that 
it would not be long before some vessel would ar- 
rive to release us. I likewise found in the cabin a 
small volume of sermons, a Bible, and a Common 
Prayer-book of the Church of England, which fur- 
nished me and my comrade great consolation in the 
midst of our mournful servitude, and enalded me, 
aader the favour of Divine Providence, to support, 
with firmness, the miseries of a life which I might 
otherwise have found beyond my strength to en- 
dure. 

As these people set no value upon things of this 
kind, I found no difficulty in appropriating them to 
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myselC by patting them in my chest, which, though 
it hod been broken open and rifled by the savages, u 
I still had the key, I, without much difficulty, se- 
cured. In this 1 also put some small tools belong- 
ing to the ship, with several other articles, particu- 
larly a journal kept by the second mate, Mr Ing' 
rahaoi, and a collection of drawings and views of 
places taken by him, which I bad the good fortune 
to preserve, and on my arrival at Bostony I gave 
them to a connection of his, the Honourable Judge 
Dawes, who sent them to his family in New York. 

On the 26th, two ships were seen standing in for 
Friendly Cove. At their first appearance, the in- 
habitants were thrown into great contusion ; bu^ 
soon collecting anumber of muskets and blunder- 
busses, ran to the shore, from whence they kept up 
so brisk a fire at them, that they were evidently 
afraid to approach nearer, and alter firing a few 
rounds of grape-shot, which did no harm to any 
one, they wore ship, and stood out to sea. These 
ships, as I anerwards learned, were the Mary and 
Juno of Boston. 

They were scarcely out of sight, when Maquina 
expressed much regret that he had permitted his 
people to fire at them, being apprehensive that they 
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would give infonaatioi) to others in what mtumer 
they h&d been received, snd prevent them frc»u 
c«Hning to trade with him. 

A tew days after hearing of the capture of the 
^p, there arrived at Nootka a great number of 
canoea filled with savages, from no less than twen^ 
tribes to the North and South. Among those from 
the North were the Ai-tiz'Zarts, Schoo.mad-itSj 
Neu-wit-ties, Savin-nars, Ah-owz-orts, Mo-watch- 
its, Suth-setts, Neu-chad-lits, Mich-la-ita, and Cay- 
u-quets ; the most of whom were considered as tri- 
butary to Nootka. From the South, the Aytch- 
arts and Esqui-ates, also tributary j with the Kla. 
oo-quatee, and the Wickannish, a large and power- 
ful tribe, about tiro hundred miles distant. These 
last were better clad than most of the others, and 
ibtax canoes wrought with much greater skill; they 
are furnished widi sails as well as paddles, and, 
with the advantage of a fair breeze, are usually but 
twenty-four hours on their passage. 

Maquina, who was very proud of his new acqui- 
sition, was desirous of welcoming these visitors in 
the European manner. He accordingly ordered his 
men, as the canoes approached, to aaaemble on the 
beach, with loaded muskets and blunderbusses, 
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placing Thompson &t the cannon, which had been 
brought from the ahip, and laid upon two long sticks 
ef timber, in £ront of the village ; then, talcing a 
apeaking-tzumpet in his hand, he ascended with me 
the roof c^his bouse, and b«gan drumming or beat- 
ing upon the boards with a stick most violently. 

Nothing could ba more ludicrous than the ap- 
pearance of this modey group of savages collected 
on the shore, dressed, as they were, with their ill- 
gotten finery, in the most &ntastic manner, some 
in women's smocks, taken irom our cargo, others in 
Koltach, for cloaks,) of blue, red, or yellow broad- 
cloth, with stockings drawn over their heads, and 
their necks hung round with numbers of powder- 
horns, shot-bags, and cartouch-boxes, some of them 
having no less than ten muskets a piece on their 
shoulders, and five or six daggers In their girdles. 
Diverting, indeed, was it to see them all squatted 
upon the beach, holding their muskets perpendicu- 
larly, with the butt pressed upon the sand, instead 
of against their shoulders, and in this position await- 
ing the order to fire. Maquina, at last, caUed to 
them with his trumpet to fire, which they did in 
the most awkward and tjmid manner, with their 
muskets hard piessed upon the ground, as above 
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mentioned. At the same moment, the camioii was 
fired by Thompson, immediately on which they 
threw themselreB back, and began to r<dl and tarn- 
Ue over the sand, as if they had been shot, when, 
suddenly springing up, they began a song of triumph, 
and running backward and forward upon the shore, 
with the wildest gesticulations, boasted of their ex- 
ploits, and exhibited, as trophies, what they had 
taken from us. Notwithstanding the unpleasant- 
ness of my situation, and the feelings that this dis- 
play of our spoils excited, I could not avoid laugh- 
ing at the strange appearance of these savages, their 
awkward movements, and the singular contrast c^ 
t^eir dress and arms. 

When the ceremony was concluded, Maquina in- 
vited the strangers to a feast at his house, consist- 
ing of whale blubber, smoked herring spawn, and 
dried fish and train oil, of which they eat most 
plentifully. The feast being over, the trays, out of 
which they eat, and other things, were immediately 
removed, to make room for the dance, which was 
to dose the entertainment. This was performed by 
Maquina's son, the young Prince Sat-sat-sok-sis, 
whom 1 have already spoken of, in the followii^ 
manner:— Three of the principal chieisj dressed in 
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their otter-skin mantles, which they wear only on 
extraordinary occauona, and at feetivala, having 
their heads covered over with white down, and 
their (aces highly painted, came forward into the 
middle of the room, each fuimBhed with a bag fill- 
ed with white down, which they scattered around 
in audi a manner as to represent a fall of snow. 
These were followed by the young prince, who 
was dressed in a long piece of yellow doth, wrap- 
ped loosely around him, and decorated with small 
bells, with a cap on his bead, to which was fasten- 
ed a curious mask, in imitation of a wolf's head, 
while the rear was brought up by the king himself, 
in his robe of sea-otter skin, with a small whistle i|i 
his mouth, and a rattle in his hand, with which he 
kept time to a sort of tune on his whistle. AAer 
passing very rapidly, in this order, round the house, 
each of them seated himself, except the prince, who 
immediately began his dance, which principally con- 
sisted in springing up into the air, in a squat pos- 
ture, and constantly turning around on his heels 
with great swiflness, in a very narrow circle. 

This dance, with a few intervals of rest, was con> 
tinued for about two hours, during which the chiefs 
kept up a constant drumming with sticks of about 
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■ foot in length on a long hollow plank, which was, 
though a very noisy, a most doleful kind of iQn8i& 
This they accompanied with songs, the king him- 
self acting as chorister, while the women applauded 
each feat of activity in the dancer, by repeating the 
words, JVocatki Wocash T^eet — That ia good! 
very good prince ! 

As soon as the dance was finished, Maquina be- 
gan to give presents to the strangers, in the name 
of his son, Sat-sat-sok-sis. These were pieces of 
European cloth, generally of a fathom in length, 
muskets, jVowder, shot, &c. Whenever he gave 
them any thing, they had a peculiar manner of 
snatching it fVom him, with a very stem and surly 
look, repeating each time the words, Wocash Tt/ee. 
This I understood to be their custom, and was con* 
eidered as a compliment, which, if omitted, would 
be supposed as a mark of disregard for the present. 
On this occasion, Maquina gave away no less than 
one hundred muskets, the same number of looking- 
glasses, four hundred yards of cloth, and twenty 
casks of powder, beside other things. 

Ailer receiving these presents, the Btranga^s re- 
tired on board their canoes ; for so numerous were 
they, that Maquina would not suffer any but the 
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chiefs to sleep in the houses ; and in order to pre- 
vent the property from being pillaged by them, he 
ordered Thompson and myself to keep guard, dur- 
ing the uight, armed with cutlasses and pistols. 

In this manner, tribes of savages from various 
parts of the coast continued coming for several days, 
bringing with them blubber, oil, herring-spawn, 
dried lish, and clams, for which they received, in 
return, presents of cloth. Sic. ; after which, they in 
general immediately returned home. I observed, 
diat very few, if any of them, except the chiefs, had 
arms, which, I afterwards learned, is the custom 
with these people, whenever they come upon a 
friendly visit, or to trade, in order to show, on their 
approach, that their intentions are pacific. 
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BURNING OF THB VESSEL— OOMHEHCBMBNT OF THE 



Early on the morning of the 19th, the abip ms 
diRCorered to be on £re. Thia was owing to one of 
the uvagea having gaae on board with a fire-brand 
at night for the purpose of plunder, some sparks 
&om which fell into the hold, and communicating 
with some combustibles, soon enveloped the whole 
in flames. The natives regretted the loss of the 
ship the more, aa a great part of her cargo still re- 
mained on board. To my companion and myself 
it was a most melancholy sight ; for with her dis- 
appeared &om our eyes every trace of a civilized 
country : but the disappointment we experienced 
was stiU more severely felt ; for we had calculated 
on having the provisions to ourselves, which would 
have furnished us with a stock for years, as what- 
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ever is cured with salt, together with most of our 
other articles of food, are never eaten by these peo- 
ple. I had luckily saved all my tools, excepting 
the anvil and the bellows, which was attached to 
the forge, and, from their weight, had not been 
brought on shore. We had also the good fortune, 
in looking over what had been taken from the ship, 
to discover a box of chocolate and a case of Port 
wine, which, as the Indians were not fond of it, 
proved a great comfort to ua for some time; and 
from one of the natives I obtained a nautical alma- 
nack, which had belonged to the captain, and which 
was of great use to me in determining the time. 

About two days alter, on examining their booty, 
the savages found a tierce of rum, with which they 
were highly deUghted, as they have become very 
fond of spirituous llijuors since their intercourse with 
die whites. This was towards evening, and Maqui- 
na having assembled all the men at his house, gave 
a feast, at which they drank so freely of the rum, 
that, in a short time, they became so extremely wild 
and frantic, that Thompson and myself, apprehen- 
sive of our safety, thou^t it prudent to retire pri- 
vately into the woods, where we continued till past 
midnight. 
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On our return ire found the wtmien gone, who 
are always very temperate, drinking nothing but 
water, baviog quitted the house and gone to the other 
huts to sleep, so terrified were they at the conduct 
of the men, who lay all stretched out on the floor, 
ui a state of complete intoxication. How easy in this 
■ituation would it have been for us to have dispatch- 
ed or made ourselves masters of our enemies, had 
there been any ship near to which we could have 
escaped, but as we were situated, the attempt would 
have been madness. The wish 6f revenge was, bow- 
ever, less strongly impressed on my mind, than what 
appeared to be so evident an interposition of Divine 
Providence in our favour. How little can man.pe- 
netrate its designs, and how frequently is that in- 
tended as a blessing which he views as a curse. 
The burning of our ship, which we had lamented so 
much, as depriving us of so many comforts, now ap- 
peared to US in a very different light, for, had the sa< 
vages got possession of the rum, of which there 
were nearly twenty puncheons on board, we most 
inevitably have fallen a sacrifice to their fury in 
some of their moments of intoxication. This ca«k, 
fortunately, and a case of gin, was all the spirits 
they obtained from the ship. To prevent the recor- 
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rence of similar danger, I exanuQed the cask, and 
finding still a consider^le quantity remaining, I 
bored a small hale in the bottom with a gimblet^ 
which, before morning, to my great joy, completely 
emptied it. 

By this time the wound in my head b^^ to be 
mudi better, so that I could enjoy some sleep, which 
I had been almost deprived of by the pun ; and 
though I was still feeble from the loss of blood, and 
my sufTerings, I found myself sufficiently well to go 
to work at my trade, in making for the king, and 
his wives, bracelets and other Bmall ornaments of 
ci^iper or steel, and in repairing the arms, making 
use of a large square stone foe the anvil, and heat- 
ing my metal in a common wood fire> This was 
very gratifying to Maquina, and his women particu- 
larly, and secured me their good will. 

In the meantime, great numbers from the other- 
tribes kept continually flocking to Nootka, bringing, 
with them in exchange for the ship's plunder such, 
quantities of provision, that, notwithstanding the 
little success that Maquina met with in whaling this 
season, and their gluttonous waste, always eating to 
excess when they have it, regardless of the morrow, 
seldom did the natives experience any want of food 
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(luring the summer. Aa to myself and companion, 
we fared as they did, never wanting for such provi- 
iioo as they had, though we were obliged to eat it 
cooked in their manner, and with train oil as a sauce, 
a circumstance not a little unpleasant, both from their 
uncleanly mode of cooking, and many of the arti- 
cles of their food, which, to an European, are very 
^sgusting; but, as the saying is, hunger will break 
through stone walls, and we found, at times, in the 
blubber of sea animala, and the flesh of the dog-fisfa, 
loathsome as it generally was, a very acceptable re- 

But much oitener would poor Thompson, who 
was no favourite with them, have suffered from 
hunger, had it not been for my fhmishing him with 
provision. This I was enabled to do from my work, 
Maquina allowing me the privilege, when not em- 
ployed for him, to workfor myself in malting brace- 
lets and other omsments of copper, fish-hooks, dag- 
gers, &C. either to sell to the tribes who visited us, 
or for our own chiefs, who, on these occasions, be- 
sides supplying me with as much as 1 wished to eat, 
and a sufficiency &a Thompson, almost always made 
me a present of an European garment, taken from 
the ship, or some fathoms of cloth, which were 
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made up by vay comritde, and enabled ob to go 
comforttibly clad for some time, or small bundles of 
penknives, razors, scissors, &c. for one of which we 
could almost always procure from the natives two 
or three fresh salmon, cod, or halibut ; or dried fish, 
clams, and herring- ^wn from the stranger tribes ; 
and had we only been permitted to cook them after 
our own way, aa we had pots and other utensils be- 
longing to the ship, we diould not have had much 
cause of complaint in this respect ; but so tenacious 
are these people <tf their customs, particularly in the 
article of food and cooking, that the king always 
obliged me to give whatever |»roTidon 1 bmight te 
the wonea to cook. And one day finding Thomp- 
son and myself aa tfae shore, employed in boiling 
down sea-water into salt, <Ri being told what it was^ 
he was very modi displeased, and takmg the litde 
we had procured, threw it into the sea. In one in* 
stance alone, as a particular favour, he allowed laa 
to boil some salm<m in my own way, when I invit- 
ed him and his queen to eat with me; they tsstedi^ 
but did not like it, aqd made theit meal of some of 
it that I had cooked in their country fashion. 

In May, the weather became uncommcHily mild 
And pleasant, and so forward was vc^ietation, that 
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I picked plenty of stravberries by the midifie of 
the month. Of this thiit there are ^eat quantities 
on this coast, and I found them a most delicious 
treat. 

My health now had become almost re^eetablUbed, 
my wound being so far healed, that it gave me n« 
farther trouble. I had nevMr tailed to wash it r^;u- 
larly once a day in sea-water, and to dress it with a 
fresh leaf of tobacco, which I obtained from the na- 
tives, who had taken it ft^nn the ship, but made no 
nse of it. This was all the dressing I gave it, ex- 
cept applying to it, two or three times, a little loaf 
sugar, which Maquina gave me, in order to remove 
some proud flesh, whidi prevented it from clodng. 

My cure would, doubtless, have been much sooD* 
er effected had I been in a civiliied country, 
where I could have had it dressed by a surgeon, and 
properly attended to. But, alas I I had no good Sa- 
maritan, with oil and wine, to bind up my wound^ 
and fortunate might I even esteem myself that 1 
was permitted to dress it myself, for the utmost 
that I could expect from the natives was compas- 
sion for my misfortunes, which I, indeed, experien- 
ced from the women, particularly lie queen, or fa- 
vom^itewife <^Maquina, the mother of Sat^sat-sok-sia, 
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vrho used frequently to point to my head, and mani- 
fest much kindness and solicitude for me. I must 
do Msquina the justice to acknowledge, that he al- 
ways appeared desirous of sparing me any labour 
which he believed might be hurtful to me, frequent- 
ly inquiring, in an affectionate manner, if my head 
pained me. As for the others, some of the chiefs 
excepted, they cared little what became of me, and 
probably would have been gratified with my death. 
My health being at length re-established and 
my wound healed, Thompson became very impor- 
tunate 6a me to begin my journal, and as I had no 
ink, proposed to cut his finger to supply me with 
blood for the purpose wheueva I should want it. 
On the first of June, I^ accordingly, commenced a 
r^^ular diary, but had no occasion to make use of 
the eqiedient suggested by my comrade, having 
found a much better substitute in the expressed 
juice of a certain plant, which fumished me with a 
br^ht green colour ; and, after making a nnmber 
of trials, 1 at length succeeded in obtaining a very 
tolerable ink, by boiling the juice of the Uackberry 
with a mixture of finely powdered charcoal, and fil- 
tering it through a cloth. This I afterwards pre- 
•erred in bottles, and found it answer very well, so 
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true it is that " necessity is the mother of inven- 
tion." As for quills, I found no difficulty in pro- 
curing tbem, whenever I wanted, from the crowa 
and ravens with which the beach waa almost always 
covered, attracted by the ofial of whales, seals, &e. 
and which were so tame, that I could easily kill 
them with stones, while a large clam-shell furnish- 
ed me with an ink-stand. 

The extreme solicitude of Thompson, that I should 
begin my journal, might be considered as singular 
in a man who neither knew how to read or writer~- 
a circumstance, by the way, very uncommon in an 
American, — were we lest acquainted with the force 
of habit; he having been for many years at sea, and 
accuBttunedto consider the keeping of a journal as a 
thing indispensable. This man was bom in Phila- 
delphia, and, at eight years old, ran away from his 
irienda, and entered as a cabin-boy on board a ship 
bound to London. On bis arrival th«%, finding 
himsdf in distress, he engaged as an iqiprentice to 
the captain of a collier, &om whence he was im- 
pressed on board an English man-of-war, and con- 
tinued in the British naval service about twenty- 
acren years, during which he was present at the m- 
gagQment, under Lord Howe, with the French fleet 
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in June 1794 ; and when peace wtu made between 
England and France was discharged. He waa a 
Yory strong and powerful man, an expert boxer, 
and perfectly fearless. Indeed, so little was his 
dread of danger, that, when irrttatedj he was whol- 
ly regardless of his liie. Of this the following will 
fitmidi a sufficient proof: 

One evening, about the middle of April, as I was 
at the house of one of the chiefs, where I had been 
employed on some work for him, word was brflu|^ 
me that Maquina was going to kill Thompstm. I 
immediately hurried home, where I found the king 
in the act of presenting a loaded musket at Thomp- 
son, who was standing before him with his breaat 
bared, and calling on him to fire. I instantly step- 
ped up to Maquina, who was foaming with rage, 
and addressing him in soothing words, begged him, 
for my sake, not to kill my father, and at length 
succeeded in taking the musket Irom him, and per- 
suading him to sit down. 

On inquiring into the cause of his anger, I learn* 
ed, that while Thompson was lighting the lamps in 
the king's room, (Maquina having substituted ours 
fi» their pine torches,) some of the boys began t» 
teaxe himj rnnninK around him, and pulling hi'** by 
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the trowsers, am(»ig the moat forward of whom was 
the young prince. This caused Thompson to s|hI1 
the o3, which threw him into such a passion, that, 
without caring what he did, he struck the prince so 
violent a blow in his face with his fiat as to knock 
him down. The sensation excited among the sa- 
vages by en act which was considered as the high- 
est indigni^, and a pro&nation of the aecred per- 
son of Majesty, may be easily conceived. The king 
was immediately acquainted with it, who, on com- 
ing in, and seeing hie son's face covered with blood, 
seized a mnsket, and began to load it, determined 
to take instant revenge on the audacious offender ; 
and had I arrived a few moments later than I did, 
my companion would certainly have paid with hk 
life for his rash and violent conduct. I found th« 
utmost diiSculty in pacifying Maquina, who, for a 
long time after, could not forgive' Thompson, but 
would repeatedly say, " John, ^ou die — ThompstHit 
kill." 

But to appeaae the king was not all that was ne- 
ceasary. In conaequence of the insult offered to 
their prince, the whole tribe held a council, in whidi 
it was unanimously resolved that Thompson should 
be put to death in the most cruel manner. I, how- 
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ever, interceded so strenuously with Maquina for 
his life, telling bim, thst, if my father was kilted, I 
was determined not to suMFive hiiDj that he refused 
to deliver him up to the vengeance of his people, 
saying, that, for John's sake, they must consent to 
let hicQ live. The prince, who, after I had succeed- 
ed in calming his father, gave me an account of 
what had happened, told me that it was wholly out 
of regard to me, as Thompson was my father, that 
his life had been spared ; for that, if any one of the 
tribe should dare to lift a hand against him in anger, 
he would most certainly be put to death. 

Yet even this narrow escape produced not much 
effect on Thompson, or induced him to restrain the 
violence of his temper. For, not many weeks after, 
he was guilty of a similar indiscretion, in striking 
the eldest son of a chief, who was about eighteen 
years old, and, according to thtiir custom, was con- 
sidered as a Tyee or diief himself, in consequence 
of his having provoked him, by calling him a white 
slave. This aSair caused great commotion in the 
village, and the tribe were very clamorous for his 
death ; but Maquina would not consenL I used 
frequently to remonstrate with him on the impru. 
dence of his conduct, and beg him to govern his 
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temper better, telliDg him, that it wu oar daty, 
nnce our lives were in tlie power of the«e savage^ 
to do nothing to exaspofte them. But all I could 
eay im this point availed little ; for ao bitter was the 
hate he felt for them, which he was no wny back- 
' ward in manifesting, both l^ his loc^s and acttoue, 
that he declared he never would submit to their in> 
suits, and that be had much rather be killed than be 
obliged to live among them, adding, that he only 
wished he had a good vessel and some guns, and he 
would destroy the whole of the cursed race ; for, to 
a brave sailor like him, who had fought the French 
and Spaniards with glory, it was a puniiiunent 
WOTse than death to be a slave to such a poor, igno- 
rant, despicable set of beings. 

As for myself, I. thon^t very differently. After 
returning thanks to that merciful Being, who had, 
in BO wonderful a manner, softened the hearts of the 
savages in my &VDur, I had determined, from the 
first of my capture, to adopt a conciliatiug conduct 
towards them, and conform myself, as far as was in 
my power, to their customs and mode of thinking, 
trusting that the same Divine goodness that had res- 
cued me &om death would not always suffer me to 
languish in captivity unong these heathens. With 
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tbis view, 1 sought to gain tbeir good-will, by al- 
ways endeavoonng to UBume a cheerful oounte- 
nanoe, appearing pleased with their sports and buf- 
foon tricks, makiag little ornaments for the wives 
and children of their chiefs, by which means I b^ 
came quite a faTonrite with them, and fi^-hooks, 
daggers, &c. for themselves. 

As a farther recmnmendation to their favour, and 
what might eventually prove of the utmost import- 
ance to us, I resolved to learn their language, which, 
in the course of a few months residence, I so &r 
succeeded in acquiring, as to be able in general to 
make myself well understood. I likewise tried to 
persuade Thompson to learn it, as what might prove 
necessary to him. But he refused, saying, that he 
hated both them and their cursed lingo, and would 
have nothing to do with it. 

By puirsuing this conciliatory plan, so far did I 
gain the good-will of these savages, particularly the 
chie&, that I scarcely ever fiiiled experiencing kind 
treatment from them, and was received with a smile 
of welcome at their houses, where I was always sure 
of having something given me to eat, whenever they 
had it ; and many a good meal have I had from 
them, when they tfaemselvea were short of provi- 
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•ioiu, and suffering for the want of ibem. And it 
woa a common practice with me, when we had no- 
thing to eat at home, which happened not uo&e- 
qoently during my atay among Ihem, to go around 
the TiUage, and on noticing a nnoke from any of the 
bouses, which denoted that they were cooking, enter 
in without ceremony, and ask them for something, 
which 1 was never refused. Few nations, indeed, 
are there so very rude and unfeeling, whom con- 
stant mild treatment and an attention to please will 
not mollify, and obtain from some return of kind at- 
tention. This, die treatment I received from these 
people may exemplify; for not numerous, even 
among those caUing themselves civilized, are there 
ifprt^""^ to be found of persons depriving them- 
selves of food to give it to a stranger, whatever may 
be his merits. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DESCRIPTION or NOOTKA— HAHNKR OF BUILDINQ— 
PU n N ITDBS O a KSS BS. 

It may, perhapa, be as well in thu place to give 
B descriptum of Nootka ; tome acconnt of the tribes 
who were accuatomed to visit ns; and the tnumeTB 
and cuBtoms of the people, M far as I hitherto had 
an opportunity of observing tbem. 

The village of Nootlca is situated in between 49 
and 50 degrees north latitude, at the bottom of 
Friendly Cove, on the west or north-west side. It 
consists of about twenty houses or huts, on a small 
hill, which rises with a gentle ascent from the shore. 
Friendly Cove, which affords good and secure an> 
chorage for ships close in with the ahore, is a small 
harbour of not more than a quarter or half a mile 
in length, and about half a mile or three quarters 
broad, formed by the line of coast oa the east, and 
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a long point or headland, which extends as much 
oi three leagues into the sound, in nearly a wester- 
ly direction. Thisj as well as I can judge from 
what I have seen of it, is in general IVom one to two 
miles in breaddi, and mostly a rocky and unproduc- 
tive soil, with but few trees. The eastern and west> 
em shores of this harbour are steep, and in many 
parts rocky, the trees growing quite to the water's 
edge, but the bottom to the north and north-west 
is a iine sandy beach of half a mile or more in ex- 
tent. 

From tiie village to the n<^th and north-eaat ex> 
toids a plain, the whI of which is very ezceUent, 
and with pFtqi«: cultivation may be made to pro. . 
duce almost any of our European vegetables ; this 
is bat little more than half a mile in breadth, and is 
terminated by the sea-coast, which in this place is 
lined with rocks and reefs, and cannot be approach- 
ed by ships. The coast in the neighbourhood of 
Nootka is in general low, and but little broken into 
hills and vsUeys. The soil is good, well covered 
with fine forests of pine, spruce, beech, and othw 
trees, and abounds with streams of the finest water, 
the general appearance being the same for many 
miles around. 
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The village ia situated on the grouitd occupied 
hy the SpaniardB, when diey kept a garrison liere; 
the fonndtitioQB of the church and the govemor'a 
house are yet visible, and a few European plants 
are still to be found, which continue to be self-pro- 
pagated, such » onions pease, and turnips, but the 
two last are quite smaU, particularly the turnips, 
which afibrded us nothing but the tops for eating. 
Their former village stood on the same spot ; but 
the Spaniards finding it a commodious siluatiwi, de- 
molished the hooses, and foreed the inhabitants to 
retire five or six miles into the country. With great 
sorrow, as Maquina told me, did they find them- 
selves compelled to quit their ancient pl8<% of resi< 
dence, but with equal joy did they repossess them- 
selves of it when the Spanish garrison was expelled 
by the English. 

- The houses, as 1 have observed, are above twen> 
ty in number, bnUt nearly in a line. These are of 
different siaes, according to the rank or quality of 
the Tyee, or chief, who lives in them, eadi having 
one, of which he is considered as the lord. They 
vary not much in width, being usually from thirty* 
six to forty feet wide, but are of very difTerent 
lengths ; that of the king, which ia much the long- 
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e«t, being about one huDdred and fifty feet, while 
the smalleBt, which contain only two fiimilies, ^o 
not exceed forty feet in lenph. The house of the 
king is also distinguished from (he others by bein^ 
higher. 

Their method of building is as follotrs : — They 
erect in the ground two very large posts, et such a 
distance apart, as is intended for die length of thtt 
house. On these, which are of equal height, and 
hollowed out at the upper end, they lay a large spar 
for the ridge-pole of the building, or if the length of 
the house requires it, two or more supporting their- 
ends by similar upright posts ; these spars are ssm». 
times of an almost incredible size, having myself 
measured one in Maquina'a house, which I found to- 
be one hundred feet long, and eight feet four inches 
in circumference. At equal distance from these 
two posts, two others are placed on each aide, to 
form the width of the building j these are rather 
shorter than the first, and on them are laid, in like 
mftnner, spare, but of a smaller sise, having the up- 
per part hewed flat, with a narrow ridge on the outer 
side to support the ends of the planks. 

The roof is formed of pine planks, with a broad 
feather edge, so as to lap well over each other. 
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which are laid lengthwise irom die ridgfr-pole in 
the centre, to the beams at the eldee, aftei whichf 
the top is covered with planks of eight feet broad, 
which form a kind of coving projecting so far over 
the ends of the planki that f<nin the roof, as com- 
pletely to ezclade ihe rain. On these they lay large 
stones to prevent their being displaced by the wind. 
The ends of the planks are not secured to the beams 
on which they are laid by any fastening, so that in 
a high storm, I diave oft«i known all the men 
obliged to turnout and go upon the roof to prevent 
them from being blown off, carrying -large stones 
and pieces of rock with them to secure the boards ; 
always stripping themselves naked on these occa- 
sions, whatever may be the severity of the weather, 
to prevent their garments irom being wet and mud- 
died, as these storms are almost always accompanied 
with heavy rains. The sides of their houses are 
much ntore open and exposed to the weather ; this 
proceeds tram their not being so easily made dose 
as the roof, being built with planks of about ten feet 
long and four or Bve wide, which they place be. 
tween stancheons or small |>O8t0 of the height of the 
roof; of these, there are four to each range of 
boards, two at each end, and so near each other, as 
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to leave space enough for admitting a plank. The 
planks or boards which they moke use of for build- 
ing their houses, and for other uses, they procure 
of (liferent -lengths, aa occasion requires, by splitting 
them out, with hard wooden wedges, from pine loj^j 
and afterwards dubbing ^en down with their du- 
■elf, with much patience, to the thickness wanted, 
rendering ihem quite smooth. 

There U but one entrance ; this is placed usually 
at the end, though sometimes in the middle, as waa 
that of Maqoina's. Through the middle of the 
building, frodt one end to the other, runs a passage 
of about eight or nine feet broad, on each side of 
idiich, the several families that occupy it live, each 
having its particular fire-place, but without any 
kind of wall or separation to mark their respective 
limits ; the chief having his apartment at the upper 
end, and the next in rank opposite on the other 
side. They have no other floor than the ground ; 
the fire-place, at hearth, consists of a number of 
stones loosely put together; but they are wholly , 
without a chimney, nor is there any opening left in 
the roof^ but whenever a fire is made, the plank 
immediately over it is thrust aside, by means of a 
f<Ae, to give vent to the smoke. The hdght of the 
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houses ia general, from the ground to the centre of 
the roof, does not esceed ten feet ; that of Ma- 
quina's vaa not far from fourteen ; the spar form- 
ing the ridge-pole of the latter was painted in red 
and black circles alternately, by way of ornament,, 
and the large posts that supported it had their tops 
curiously wrought or carved, so as to represent 
human heads, of a monstrous size, which were 
painted in their manner. These were not, how- 
ever, considered as objects of adoration, but merdy 
as ornaments. 

The furniture of these pe<^le is very mmple, and 
consists only of boxes, in which they put thdr 
clothes, furs, and such things as they bold most va- 
luable ; tuba for keeping their provisions of spawn 
and blubber in ; trays from which they eat ; bas- 
kets for their dried fish and other purposes, and 
bags made of bark matting, of which they also 
make their beds, spreading a piece of it upon the 
ground when they lie down, and using no other 
bed-covering than their garments. The boxes are 
of pine, with a top that shuts over, and instead of 
nails or pegs, are fastened with flexible twigs; they 
are extremely smooth and high pobsbed, and some- 
times ornamented with rows of very small white 
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■hells. The tubi are of a square fomij secured in 
the like manner, and of Tarious aices, some being 
estremely large, having seen them that were six 
Seet long by four broad and five deep. The trays 
are hollowed out with their chisels from a solid 
block of woodj and the basketa and mats are made 
from the bark of trees. 

From bark they likewise make the cloth for their 
garments, in the following manner : — A quantity of 
this bark is taken and put into fresh water, where it b 
kept for a fortnight, to give it time to completely sof- 
ten ; it is then taken out and beaten upon a plank, 
with an instrument madeof bone, or some very hard 
wood, having grooves or hollows on one side of it, 
care being taken to keep the mass constantly moist- 
med with water, in order to separate, with more 
ease, the hard and woody fVom the Roft and fibrous 
parts, which, when completed, they parcel out imo 
dceins, like thread. These they lay in the air to 
bleadi, and afterwards dye them black or red, as 
suits their iancies, their natural colour being a pale 
yellow. In order to form the cloth, the women, by 
wbom the whole of this process is performed, take 
a certain number of these skeins, and twist them 
together, by rolling them with their hands upon 
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titmr knees into hard rolls, wfaidi uc afietwaida 
connected by meana of i itrong threwl, nude for the 
purpose. 

Heir dress usiully consists of but a smg^ gar- 
ment, vhicb is a loose doak or mantle (called Kut- 
tack) in one piecej rcacbing nearly to the feet. This 
ia tied loosely over the right or left ahoalder, bo as 
to leave the arms at full libnty. 

Those of the ccmunon people are painted red 
with ochre, the better to keep out the rain, but the 
cbieft wear them o£ their native colour, which is a 
pale yellow, ornamenting them widi borders of the 
sea-otter skin, a kind of grey clolii, made of the 
hair of some animal which they procure from the 
bribes to the South, or their own doth wrou^^t or 
painted with various figures in red or black, repr^- 
senting men's heads, the sun and motm, fish and 
aninuls, which are frequently executed with mudi 
skill. They have also a girdle of the same kind, 
for securing this mantle, or Kutiack, around them, 
which is in general still more highly ornamented, 
and serves them to wear their daj^ers and knives 
in. In winter, however, they sometimes moke use 
of an additional garment, which is a kind of hood, 
with a hxAit in it for the purpose of admitting the 
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head, and &lls over the breast and back, as low 
M the ahoulden ; tiiii U bordered both at top and 
bottom with fbr, and is never worn, except when 
they go out. 

The garments of the wcnnen vary not esttDtially 
from those of the men, the mantle having holes in 
it for the purpose of admitting the arms, and being 
tied dose under the chin, instead of over the 
dtoulder. The chiefs have also mantles of the sea- 
otter skin, but these are only put on upon extraordi- 
nary occasions ; and one that is made &om the skin 
of a certun large animal, which is brought from the 
South by the Wickanninish and Kla-iz-saits. This 
they prepare by dressmg it in warm water, scraping 
off the hair and what flesh adheres to it care&Uy 
with tbarp muscle-shells, and spreading it out in the 
sun to dry, on a wooden frame, so as to preserve the 
shape. When dressed in this manner, it becomes 
perfectly white, and aa pliable as die best deer's 
leather, but almost as thick again. They then paint 
it in different figtu'es, with such paints as they osu- 
ally employ in decorating their persons : these 
figures mostly represent human heads, canoes em- 
ployed in catching whales, &c. 

This skin is called Metamelth, and is probably got 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



DBI8BES. 75 

from an animal of the mouse kind ; it is highly priz* 
ed by these people, is their great war dress, andiHily 
worn when they wish to make the beat possible dis- 
play of themselves. Strips or bands of it, painted 
as above, are also sometimes used by them for gir- 
dles or the bordering of their cloaks, and also for 
bracelets and ancle ornaments by some of the infe- 
rior class. 

Oil their heads, when they go out upon any excuT' 
sion, particularly whaling or fishing, they wear a 
kind of cap or bonnet in form not unlike a latge 
sugar loaf with the top cut off. This is made of the 
same materials with their doth, but is in general of 
a closer texture, and, by way of tassel, has a long 
strip of the skin of the metamelth attached to it, co- 
veredwith rows of small white shells or beads. Those 
worn by the common people are painted entirely red, 
the chiets having theirs of different colours. The 
one worn by the king, and which serves to designate 
him £rom all the others, is longer and broader at the 
bottom ; the top, instead of being flat) having upon 
it an ornament in the figure of a small um. It is 
also of a much finer texture than the others, and 
plaited or wrought, in black and white stripes, with 
tlie representation in front of a canoe in pursint of a 
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whale, with the horpooner atandiiig in the prow 
preptved to strike. This bonnet is called Seeya-potM. 
Their mode of living is very Biinpl»— theit food 
consiBdng almoHt wholly of fish, or fish spavo &esh 
or dried, the blabber of the whale, seal, or sea-iCow, 
musdei, clams, and berries of various kinds j all of 
which are eaten with a prtrfiiuon of train-oQ for 
sauce, not excepting even the most delicate fruit, as 
strawberries and raspberries. With so little variety 
in their food, no great secret can be expected in 
their cookery. Of this, indeed, they may be said 
to knowbuttwomethoda, viz. by boiling and steam- 
ing, and even the latter is not very frequently prac- 
tised by them. Their mode of boiling is as follows : 
—Into one of their tube they poor water sufficient 
to cooik the quantity of provision wanted. A nnm- 
htr o{ heated stcmes are then put in to make it 
boil, y/htai the salmon or other fish are put in with- 
out any other preparatioD than soraetimea cutting 
off the heads, tails, and fins, the boiling, in the mean- 
time, being kqst up by the application of the hot 
stones, after which it is left to cook until the whole 
is nearly reduced to one mass. It is thai token ont 
and distrihnted in the trays. In a similar ""■»"<*■ 
they cook their blubber and spawn, smoked or dried 
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fi^, and, in fine, almost ereryfhing they eat, nothing 
going down with them like broth. 

When they cook their fish by steam, which are 
uiually tJie heads, tails, and fina of the salmon, cod, 
and halibut, a large fire is kindled, upon which they 
place a bed of stones, which, when the wood is 
burnt down, becomes perfectly heated. Layera of 
green leaves, or pine boughs, are then jdaoed upon 
the stones, and the fish, clams, &c. being laid upon 
tiiem, water is poured over them, and the whole 
closely covered with mats, to keep in the staam. 
Thii is much the beet mode cf cooking, and dams 
and mnsdee done in this maimer ore really excel- 
lent These, as I hare said, may be considered as 
their only kinds of cookery ; though I have, in a 
very few instances, known them dress the roe, 
or spawn of the salmon, and the herring, when first 
taken, in a difierent manner ; this was by roasting 
them, the {onaer being supported between two split 
pieces of pine, and the other having a sharp stidi 
run durongh it, with tme end fixed in the ground. 
Sprats are also roasted by them in this way, a num- 
ber b^ng spitted upon one stick j and this kind of 
fbod, wid) a little salt, would be found no contemp- 
tilde esttng even to an Enropean. 



D.5.i.i=t; ^ Google 



. 78 COOKERY. 

At their meals, they seat themselves upon the 
ground, with their feat curled up under Atxa, a- 
round their trays, which are generally about diree 
feet long by one broad, and from six to eight inches 
deep. In eating, they make use of nothing but 
their fingers, except for the soup or oil, which they 
lade oat with' dam-shells. Around one of these 
trays, frmn four to six persons will seat themselves, 
constantly dipping in their fingers, or clam-shells, 
one after the other. The king and chiefs alone 
have separate trays, from which no one is permitted 
to eat with them, except the queen, or principal 
wife of the chief, and whenever the kiog, or <me of 
the chiefs, wishes to distinguish any of his people 
with a special mark of favour on these occanons, he 
calls him, and gives him some of the choice bits from 
his tray. The slaves eat at the same time, and (^ 
the same provisions, faring, in this respect, as well 
as their masters, being seated with the family^ and 
only feeding from separate trays. 

Whenever a feast is given by the king, or any of 
the chiefs, there is a person who acts as a master of 
ceremoniesj and whose business it is to receive the 
guests as they enter the house, and pmnt out to them 
their respective seats, which is regulated with great 
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punctiliouanesB as regarda rank ; the king occupy- 
ing tile highest, or the seat of honour, his son or 
brother sitting next him, and so on with the chiefs 
According to their quality ; the private persons be- 
longing to the same family being always placed to- 
gether, to prevent any con&sion. The women are 
seldom invited to their feasts, and only at those 
times vhen a general invitation is given to the 
viUsge. 

As, whenever they cook, tfaey always calculate to 
have an abundance for all the guests, a proftuion in 
this respect being considered as the highest luxury, 
much more is usually set before them than they can 
eat. That which is left in the king's tray he sends 
to his bouse for his family, by one of his slavesj as 
do the chiefs theirs, while those who eat from the 
same tray, and who generally belong to the same 
family, take it home as common stock, or each one 
receives his portion, which is distribnted on the 
■pot- This custom appeared very s' n gi 'lur to my 
companion and myself; and it was a most awkward 
thing for us, at first, to have to lug home with us, in 
OUT bands or arms, the blubber or fish that we receiv- 
ed at these times ; but we soon became reconciled to 
itf sod were very glad of an opportun<tr to An it. 
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APTKARANOK OF THE NSTinft— ORMAHtNTfr- 
OTTEK-HUHT INO T I B HINO— C AKOE S. 

Is point of perRonal appearance, Ae pet^le oi 
Nootka are amon^ the best looking of any of tbe 
tribes tbat I have seen. The men are in general 
from about five feet six to fiTe &rt eight inchea in 
height ; remarkably sb^ght, of ft good form, ro- 
boat and strong, vith their limbs in general TeU 
tamed and prt^rtioned, excepting the l^s and 
feet, vrliidh are clumsy and iU-formed, owing, no 
doubt, to dicnr practice of ntting on them, though I 
hsTe seen instances in which they were very well 
Asped. Hits defect is more particulHrly apparent 
in the women, who are for the most part of the time 
widtin doors, and constantly sitting whOe onployed 
in ihrir cooking and other occupations. The only 
liiatnicE rf fU&>nnitT that I saw amongst them vaa 
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a nun of dwarfish Bteture. He wu thirty yetaa 
old, and but three feet three inchea big^. He 
had, however, no other defect than his dimmutive 
size, being well made, and as strong and able to 
bear &tigae as what they were in generaL 

'Their complexim, when ireed from the paint and 
oil with which their skina are generally covered, ia 
a brown, somewhat inclined to a copper cast The 
Aape of the face is oval ; the features are bderably 
regular, the lips being thin, and the teeth very 
white and even. Their eyes are black, but rather 
small, and the nose pretty well formed, being net- 
ther flat nor very promnieBt. Then- hair is Uack, 
long, and coarse ; but they have no beard, cosa- 
pletely extiqiating it, as Wjril as the hair from their 
bodies, — Maqnina being the <«ily eKceptioD, who 
aaSered his beud to grow on his uppa 1^, in the 
manner of mustachios, whidi was considered as s 
moik o( dignity. 

As to the wosien, ihey are much whttefi many of 
them not being darkra than thcwe in asnae of the 
aoulheaii parts of Eurcqte. They are in genivsal 
very wdl looking, and some quite bandaoiae. Ala* 
^puna's favourite wife, in particular, who was a 
Widtiwuniah {Ktncess, wwtld be eoaddered as a 
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bcantiful woman in any country. She was ancoin> 
monly weU fonoed, tall, and of a majcBtic appear- 
ance ; her skin remarkably Uar, for one of these 
people, with considerable <»>loiir; her festures hand- 
some ; and her eyei black, soft, and langoishing. 
Her hair was very long, thick, and black, as is that 
of the females in general, which is much softer than 
that of the men. In this they take much pride, 
A^uently oiling and plaiting it carefully into two 
broad plaits, tying the ends with a strip of the doth 
of the country, and letting it hang down before on 
each side of the face. 

The wranen keep their garments much neater and 
deaner than the men, and are extremely modest in 
their deportment and dress. Their mantle, or Eut- 
sack, which is longer than that of the men, readi- 
ing quite to their feet, and completely enveloping 
them, being tied close under the chin, and bound 
with a girdle of the same cloth, or of sea-otter skin, 
around their waists. It has also loose sleeves, which 
reach to the elbows. Though fond of omamendng 
their persons, they are by no means so partial to 
paint as the men, merely colouring their eye-brows 
black, .and drawing a bright red stripe from eadi 
c<Hiier of the moath towards the ear. TheLr oma- 
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mentB coDSist chiefly of ear-rings, necklaces, brace- 
lets, rings for the fingers and ancles, and small 
QDse-jewels ; the latter are, however, irhoUy con- 
fined to the wives of the king or chiefs. These are 
principally made out of copper or brass, highly po- 
lished, and of various forms and sizes. The nose- 
jewel is UBUftUy a small white shell, or bead, sus- 
pended to a thread. 

The wives of the common peo|de frequently wear, 
for bracelets and ancle rings, strips of the country 
cloth, or skin of die metamelth, painted in figures, 
and those of the king or principal chiefs bracelets 
and necklaces, consisting of a number of strings of 
I/e-ioaw, an article much priied by Uiem, and wbidi 
makes a very handsome appearance. This ^e-amo, 
as they term it, is a kind of shell, of a dazzling 
whiteness, and as smooth as ivory. It is of a cylin- 
drical form, in a slight degree curved, about the size 
of a goose quill, hollow, three inches in length, and 
gradually tapering to s pouit, which is broken off 
by the natives as it is taken trom the water. This 
they afterwards string upon threads of bark, and 
aell it by the fathom. It forms a kind of circulat- 
ing medium among these nations, five &thoms be- 
i as tiie price of a Have, their most va- 
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hid^ qteciei f£ property. It is principBlly obtam> 
ed from the Aitizisrta, a people living about thit^ 
or fiirty mitefl to the northwaid, who collect it frona 
the reefs and sunken rocks with whid) their coast 
sbounds, though it is also brought in cmnderaUe 
quantity &om iJie aonth. 

Their mode of taking it has been tbas described 
to me :— To one end of a pole i» iastmed a piece of 
plank, in whidi a oonnderable number of pine pegs 
are inserted, made diarp at the ends. Above the 
plank, in order to auk it, a stone or stmie weight i» 
tied, and the other end of the pole suspended to ■ 
long rope. This is let down perpendicularly by the 
'' IJh-natv fishers in those places where that substance 
is found, which are nsually from fiffy to sixty fa- 
tihonis deep. On finding the bottom, diey raise the 
pc4e up a few fee^ and let it fall. This they repeat 
a mimber of times, as if souodiiig, when they draw 
it up, and take off the IJe-maw, which is found ad- 
hering to the points. This method of procuring it 
is very laborious and ttHgaiag, especially aa thej 
•ddom take minv than two tx three of these ahdOa 
at a time, and frequently none. 

Thou^ the women, as I have said, make btit litHe 
use of paint, die very reverse is the case with tllB 
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men. In decorating their heads and ftoes, they 
pUoe Aeir principal pride ; and nmie of our raoit 
fiv^ionable beans, when prqiaring for a grand baU, 
can be mare particular ; for I have known MaquitWi 
^fcer having been employed more than an hoar in 
painting his face, rub the whole off, and Tecom-< 
naence the operation anew, when it did not eatirdy 
|dease him. 

The manner in which they paint themselTes fire- 
qsently varies, according to the occasion ; but it o£- 
tener is the mere dictate of whim. The most uaual 
method is to paint the eye-brows black, in form of 
B half moon, and the face red, in small gquares, with 
the arms and legs and part of the body red. Some- 
timee one half of the face is painted red, in squares, 
■ad the other blade ; at others, dtAted with spots of 
red and black, instead of squares ; with a variety of 
other devices, snch as painting one half of the face 
and body red, and the other black. But a method 
of punting which they sometimes employed, and 
irtucb they were much more particular in, was by 
laying on the face a quantity of bear's grease, of 
dbont one eighth of an inch thick. This they raised 
tqi ntto ridges, resembling a small bead in joiner's 
work, with a stick prepared for tbe puipose, and 
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then painted tbem red, whidi.gave die face ft very 
angular appearance. On eztraorduuuy occanona, 
the king and principal chiefs uaed to otrew over 
their faces, after painting, a fine black ahining 
powder, procured from some mineral, as Maquins 
bdd me it vas got from the rocka. This they 
call p^pellh, and value it highly, aa, in their opi- 
nion, it serves to set off their looks to great advan- 
tage, glittering, especially in the sun, like silver. 
Thia article is brought tbem in bags by the New- 
ehetnoMt, a very savage natioh, who live a long way 
to the mnrth, from whom they likewise ret^ve a 
superior kind of red paint, a specSea of very fine and 
rich ochre, which they hold in much estimation. 

Notwithstanding this custom of painting them- 
selves, they make it an invariable practice, both in 
sununer and winter, to bathe once a-day, and some- 
times oftener j but as the paint is put on with oil, it 
is not much discomposed thereby, and whenever 
they wish to wash it off, they repair to some piece 
of &esh water, and scour themselves with sand or 

In dressing their heads on occasion of a festival 
or a visi^ they are full as particular, and almost as 
long, as in painting. The hah-, after being well 
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oiled, is carefully gathered upoD the top of the 
head, and secured by a piece of pioe or spniQC 
bough, with the green leaves upon it. After har- 
ing it properly fixed in this manner, the king and 
principal chiefs used to strew alt over it the white 
down obtained from a species of large brown eagle, 
which abounds on this coast, and which they are 
very particular in arranging so as not to hare a 
single feather out of place, occasionally wetting the 
hair to make it adhere. Thi^, together with the 
bough, which is sometimes of considerable size, and 
Btuck over with feathers, by means of turpentine, 
gives them a very singular and grotescjae appear- 
ance, which they, however, thinlc very becoming, 
and the first thing they do, on learning die arrival 
of strangers, is to go and decorate themselves in this 

The men also wear bracelets of painted leather 
or copper, and large ear-rings of the latter ; but the 
ornament on which they iq>pear to set the most va- 
lue is the nos»-jewel, if such an appellation may be 
given to the wooden stick which some of them em- 
ploy for this purpose. The king and diiefii, bow- 
ever, wear them of a different form, being tither 
small pieces (^polished cc^pper or brass, of which I 
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niide many for thenij in tlie tbafe of hearts and dia* 
mmd*, or a twisted cooical ahell, about half an mdi 
in lengtlij of a blaiih colour, and very brigbt, which 
U broagfat irom the tooth. These are saspendad 
by a email vixe or string to the hole, in the griede 
of As DOM, which ia fimned in infancy, by boring 
it with a {HD, the bole being afterwards enlarged by 
die repeated insertion of wooden pegs of an increas- 
vd use, until it becomes abont the diameter of a pipe 
■ton, thon^ some have tbem of a size nearly suffi- 
doit to admit the little finger. 

The common class, who cannot readily procure 
the more expensive jewds diat I have mentioned, 
ndistitute for them, usually, a smooth round stick, 
some of which are of an almost incredible lengtbj 
Cat I have seen tbem projecting not less than right 
or nine inches beyond the face on each side ; this is 
made &st, or secured in its plsee, by little wedges on 
each side of it. These sprit-sail-yard fellows, as my 
messmate used to call them, when rigged out in this 
mamier, made quite a strange show ; and it was his 
delist, whenever he saw one of them coming t«v 
wards ui with an air of consequence proportioned 
to tbe kngth of his stick, to put up his hand sudden- 
ly <■ he was pusiBg him, so u to itinke die atidc, in 
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ardxr, aa he udd, to brace him up sharp to the wittd ; 
this used to make them very an^y, but nothing was 
more remote from Tfaompscsi's ideas than a wiah to 
cniltivftte their favour. 

The nadvei of Nootka appear to have but little 
indinatioD for the chace, though some of them were 
expert markamen, and uaed sometimes to shoot 
docks and geese; but the seal and the sea-otter 
form the principal otjecta of thdr huQtmg, particu- 
larly ^e latter. 

Of this animal, to much noted for its valuable 
akin, the following description jtAy not be uninte- 
resting ;— The sea-otter is nearly five feet in length, 
exdusive of the tail, which is about twelve inches, 
and is very tliick and broad where it joins the body, 
but grttdually tapers to the end, which is tipped 
with white. The colour of the rest is a shining sil- 
ky black, with the exceptitm of a broad white stripe 
on the t<^ of d)e head. Nothing can be more 
beautiiiil than one of these animals when seen swim- 
ming, ef^Mcially when on the look-out for any ob- 
ject. At such times it raises its head quite above 
the surface, and the contrast between the shining 
black and the white, together with its sharp ears 
and a long tuft of hair rising from the middle of its 
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forehead, which looks like three small homSj reii' 
der it quite a novel and attractive object. They are 
in general very tame, and will permit a canoe or 
boat to approach very near before they dive. I was 
told, however, that they are become much more shy 
Bince they have been accnstomed to shoot them with 
muskets, than when they used only arrows. 

The skin is held in great estimation in China, 
more eqtecially that of the tall, the fur of whicli is 
finer and closer set than that on the body. This is 
always cut off and sold separately by the natives. 
The value of a akin is determined by its sixe, that 
being considered as a prime skin which will reach, 
in length, from a man's chin to his feet. The food 
of the sea-otter is fish, which he is very dexterous 
in taking, being an excellent swimmer, with feet 
webbed like those of a goose. They appear to be 
wholly confined to the sea coast, at least to the salt 
ivater. They have usually three or four young at a 
time, but I know not how often they breed, nor in 
what place they deposit their young, though I have 
frequently seen them swimming around the mother, 
when no larger than rats. The flesh is eaten by the 
natives, cooked in their usual mode, by boiling, and 
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18 for preferable to that of the seal, of which tfaey 
make much accouoL 

But if Dot great buoters, there are few people 
more expert at fishing. Their linea are gfflierally 
made &om the sinew of the whale, and are extreme- 
ly strong. For the hook, they usually make use of 
a straight piece of hard wood, in the Jower part o£ 
which is inserted, and weU secured, with thread or 
whale sinew, a bit of bone made very sbarp at the 
point and bearded ; but 1 used to make for them 
hooks from iron, which they preferred, not only as 
being less liable to break, but more certain of secur- 
ing the fish. Cod, halibnt, and other sea fish, were 
not only caught by them with hooks, but even sal- 
mon. 

To take this latter fish, they practise the follow- 
ing melJiod : — One persm seats himself in a small 
canoe, and, baiting his hook with a sprat, which 
they are always careful to procure as freab as possi- 
ble, fastens his line to the handle of the paddle; 
this, as he plies it in the water, keeps the fish in 
constant motion, so as to give it the appearance of 
life, which the salmon seeing, leaps at it, and is in- 
stantly hooked, and, by a sudden and dexterous 
motion of the paddle, drawn on board. I have 
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known lome of die nstiveH take no leu than eight 
or tec salmon of a morning in this manner, and have 
•eenfirom twenty to thirty canoesat a timein Friend- 
ly Core thuB employed. 

T^iey are likewise little less skilful in taking the 
whale. This they kill with a kind of javelin or 
harpoon, thus constructed and fitted :— The barbs 
are formed of bone, which are aharpened on the 
outer aide, and ht^lowed within, for the purpose of 
forming a socket for the staff ; these are then secur- 
ed firmly together with a whale sinew, the point 
beuig fitted so as to receive a piece of mu»cl»-sbell, 
which is ground to a very sharp edge, and secured 
in ita^lace by means of turpentine. To this head 
or prong is fastened a strong line of whale sinew, 
d>oat nine feet in length, to the fflid of whidi is tied 
a bark rope fWim fifty to sixty fathoms long, having 
from twenty to thirty seal-skin floats or bnoys at- 
tached to it at certain intervals, in order to check 
the moticm of the whale, and obstruct his diving. In 
the socket of the harpoon a staff or pdeof about tm 
feet Imig, gradually taperkig fitnn the middle to 
each elid, ia placed ; this the harpofmer holds in his 
hand, in order to strike the whale, and immediatdy 
detaches it as soon as the fish is struck. 
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The vbale ia considered u the king's fiih, and 
no other peraon, when he is present. Is permitted to 
touch him, until the royal harpo<ni has first drawn 
liii blood, however near he nuy approadi ; and it 
would be conddered almost as sacrilege ibr any *£ 
the conuQon people to strike a whale, before he is 
killed, particularly if any of the chiefs ahouM be 
present. They also kill the porpoise and na-cow 
with barpocau, but this inferior game is not inter* 
dieted the loww class. 

With regard to their canoes, sotne of the hancU 
somest to be found on the whole coast are made at 
Nootka, though very fine ones are brought by the 
Wickinninish and the Kla-ia-sarta, who haT« them 
more higiily ornamented. Thsy are of all aiaei^ 
horn such as are capable of balding only one peiaon 
to their largest war-canoes, whidi will carry foHy 
men, and are extremely light. Of these, the largest 
of any that I ever saw was one belonging to Mi^ 
quina, wfaidi I measured, and found to ^^Jhtty-taa 
&et jir inches in length at the bottom, fatdjbrttf 
fix feet from stem to stem. These are made of 
pine hollowed out &om a tree with their efaiaels 
solely, which are about three inches broad and KM 
in length, and set into a handle of very hard wood. 
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This initnunent wu formerly nude of flinty or 
stMne hud 8t<Hie ground down to as sharp au edge 
as possible, bat since they have learned the ase of 
iron, they have almost all of them of that metal. 
Instead of a mallet for striking this chisel, they 
nmlEe use of a smooth round stone, which they hold 
in the palm of the hand. With this same awkward 
instrument they not only excavate their canoes 
and trays, and smooth their plank, but cut down 
sudi trees as they want, either for building, fiiel, or 
odm purposes, a labour which is mostly done by 
their slaves. 

The felling of trees, as pradJsed by them, is a 
slow and most t«dions |«ocess, three of them being 
generally bom two to three days in catting down 
a large one ; yet so attached were they to their own 
method, that, notwithstanding they saw Thompson 
ftvquently with one of our axes, of whidh there 
was a number saved, fell a tree in less time dian 
they oonld have gone round it with their dtisels, 
still they could not be persuaded to make use rf 

After hollowing out thdr canoes, whidi they do 
very neatly, they fashion the outside, and slightly 
bnmitior the purpose of removing any splinters or 
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sdibU points that might obstruct its passage through 
the water, fifter which they rub it over thoroughly 
with rushes or coarse mats, in order to smooth it, 
whidi not only renders it almost as smooth as glass, 
but fonns a bettn security for it from the weather : 
this operation of burning and mbbing down the bot- 
tfMns of their canoes is practised as often as they ac- 
quire any considerable degree of roughness from use. 
The outside, by this means, becomes quite black, 
and to complete their work, they paint the inside of 
a bright red, with ocfare, or snme other similar sub* 
stance ; the prows and sterns are almost always or> 
namented with figures of ducks, or some other kind 
of bird, the former being so fiishioned as to repre- 
sent the head, and the latter the tail ; these are sepa- 
rate pieces from the canoe, and are &stened to it 
with small flexible twigs or bark cord. 

Some of these canoes, particularly those empkty- 
ed in whaUng, which will hold about ten men, are 
ornamented within about two inches below the gun- 
wale, with two parallel lines on each side of very 
small white shells, running fore and afl, which hfts 
a very pretty effect. Their war canoes have no or* 
nament of this kind, hut are painted on the outside 
with figures in white chalk, representing eagles. 
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wlules, human headi, &c. They mre rery dextcF. 
ousin the use of their paddles, which axe vayaeat^ 
Ij wrought, and are five feet long, with a ahort 
handle, and a blade seven inches broad in the middle, 
tillering to a sharp point. With these they will 
make a canoe skim very swiftly on the water, widi 
scarcely any noise, whQe they keep time to the stndu 
of the paddle with their songs. 
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■HUBICAL INSTftDHKNTS— SLAV IB— NEIGH • 
TRIftia TRADE WITH THESE AEHS. 



TiiBT have a tnimber of songs which they aiiig on 
vu4ouB occauotu; as war,* whaling, and fishing, 
at their marriages and feasts, and at pubUc festivals 
or solenmitiea. The language of the most of these 
appears to be very different, in many respects, &om 
that used in their common conversation, which leads 
ine to Wieve, either that they have a different mode 
of eiqiresalng themselves in poeby, or that they 
borrow their songs iVom their neighbours ; and what 
the vaoie particularly induces me to the latter opi- 
nioa is, that whenever any of the Newcbemass, a 
people ftam the Northward, and who speak a very 

*A ipedBtenofoDeof iheirwuiongs will be found at tbe«nd 
of Uiu woik. 
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different UnguAge, arrived, they used to tell me thst 
ibey expected a new song, and were almoat alwsya 
■lire to have one. 

Their tunes are genially soft and plaintive, and 
though not possessing great variety, are not deficient 
in harmony .^Their singing is generally accompa- 
nied with several rude kinds of instrumental music ; 
among the most prominent of which is a kind of ft 
dram. This is nothing more than a long plank hol- 
lowed out on the under side and made quite thin, 
which is beat vfoa by a stick of about a foot long, 
and renders a sound not unlike beating on the head 
of an empty cask, but much louder. 

But the two most favourite instraments are the 
rattle and the pipe or whisde ; these are, however, 
<mly used by the king, the chiefs, or scnaf particu- 
lar person ; the former is made of dried seal-skin, 
BO as to TefHTeseat a fish, and is filled with a number 
of small smooth pd)bleB, it has a sbort handle, and 
is painted red. The whistle is made of bone, gene- 
rally the leg of a deer; it is short, but onits a very 
ataiH sonnd. They have likewise another kind of 
music, which they make ase of in dancing, in the 
manner of castanets ; this is produced by a number 
of muscle or cockle shells tied together and shaken 
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to « kind of tune, which is acctnnpanied with the 
voice. 

Their eUvec, u I have obierveclj form their moat 
valuable species of property. Theie are of both 
aexeSj being either captirei taken bj themaelres in 
war, or purchased from the neighbouring tribea, and 
who reside in the same house, forming, as it were, a 
part of the family, ore usually kindly treated, eat 
of ^e same food, and lire as well as their masters. 
They are compelled, however, at times, to labour 
severely, as not only all the menial offices are per- 
formed by them, such as bringing water, cutting 
wood, and a variety of others, but they are obliged 
to make the canoes, to assist in building and repair- 
ing the honses, to supply their masters with fish, 
and to attend them in war, and to fight for them. 

None but the king and chiefs have slaves, the 
common people being prevented from holding tEiem, 
either irom their inability to purchase them, or, aa I 
un rather inclined to think, from its being consider- 
ed as the privilege of the forma- alone to have 
them, especially as all those made prisoners of war 
belong either to the king or the chiefs, who have cap- 
tured them, each one holding such as have bero ta- 
ken by himself or his slaves. There is probably. 
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however, aanxt little tlistinction in favour of the 
king, who is always the commander of the expedi- 
tion, aa Maquina had nearly fifty, male and female, 
in his house, a number constituting about one half 
of its inliabitants, comprehending those obtained by 
war and purchase, whereas none of the other chiefs 
had more than twelve. The females are employed 
principally in manufiuanring dolii, incooking, col- 
lecting berrieBr-&c. and with regard to food and 
living in general, have not a much harder lot than 
their mistFesses, the principal difference consisting 
in these poor unfortunate creatures being consider- 
ed as fVee to any one, their masters prostituting 
them whenever they think proper, for the purpose of 
gain. In this way many of them are brought en 
board the ships, and offered to the crews, irom 
whence an opinion appears to have been formed by 
some of our navigators, injurious to-tbe chastity of 
their females, than which nothing can be more ge- 
nerally untrue, as perhaps in no part of the wwld is 
that virtue more prized. 

The houses at Nootka, as already stated, are 
about twenty, without comprising those inhabited 
by the Klahars, a suk^I tribe that has been conquer- 
ed and incorporated into that of Nootka, though 
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they must be coneidered as in a state of vassalage, 
as they are not permitted to bane any chiefs among 
them, and live by themselves, in a cluster of smaU 
houses, at a little distance trom tlie village. . The 
Nootka tribe, which consists of. about five hundred 
warriors, is not <Hily more numerous than almost 
any of the neighbouring tribes, but far exceeds tliem 
IB the strength and martial spirit of its pet^le ; and, 
in fact, there are but few nations within a hundred 
nules either to the north la south but are c<meider.> 
ed'as tributary to them. 

ItKgiving BtHue account of the tribes that were 
accustomed to visit Nootko, I shall commence at the 
southward with the Kla-iz-aarts and the Wtcklnnin- 
ish, premising, that, in point of personal appeamncst 
there prevails a wonderful diversity between the va- 
riouB tribes on the coast, with the exception of the 
feet and legs, which are badly shaped io- almost dl 
of them, from their practice of sitting on them. 

The Kla-iz-zarts are a numerous and powerful 
tribe, living nearly three hundred miles to.the south, 
and are said to consist of more th^ a thousand war-> 
riors. They appear to be more civilized than any 
of the others, being better and more neatly dressed, 
more mild and affable in thsir manners, remarkable 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



103 miOHBODBINS TUBES- 

for tbdr gi^igfadineas xnd vivacity, and celebrmted 
tat their ginging and dandng. They exhibit also 
greater markB of improranent in whatever is 
wrought by them; their canoeS] though not supe- 
rior to those of Nootka in point of form and light- 
ness, are more highly ornamented, and their wea- 
pons and tools of every kind have a much higher fi- 
nish, and display more skill in the workmanship. 
Their cast of countenance is very different from that 
of the Nootkians ; their taeea being very broad, with 
a less prominent nose, and smaller eyes, and the top 
of the head flattened as if it had been pressed down 
with a weight. Their complcoion is also much 
fairer, and their stature shorter, though they are 
well fwmed and strongly set. 

They have a custom, which at^teara to be pecu* 
liar to them, as I never observed it m any of the 
other tribes, which is, to pluck out not only their 
beards, and the hair from their bodies, but also 
their eyebrows, so as not to leave a vestige remain- 
ing. They were also in general more skilful in 
painting and decorating themselves ; and I have 
aeen some of them with no less than a dozen holes 
in each of their ears, to whidi were suspended 
strings of small beads about two inches in length. 
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Their language Ib the some aa spoken at Nootka, but 
their pnmnnciation is much more hoarae and gutturaL 
These people are not only very expert in whaliiig, but 
are great hunter* of the sea-otter and other animals, 
with which their country is said to abound, and the 
metamelth, a large animal of the deer kind, the akin 
t£ which I have already spoken of, another of a light 
grey ctdour, with very fine hair, &om which they 
manufacture a handsome cloth, the ^beaver, and a 
spedes of large wild cM, or tyger-cat. 

The Wickinntnish, their neighbours on the north, 
are about two hundred miles from Mootka. They 
are a robust, strong, and warlike people, but consi- 
dered by the Nootkiana as their inferiors in courage. 
This tribe is more numerous than that of Naf>tka, 
amounting to between six and seven hundred war- 
riors. Though not BO dviliaed u the Kla-iz-sarts, 
and less skilful in thetr manufacturea, like them 
lltey employ tfaemaelves in hunting as well as in 
whaling and fishing. Their &ces are broad, but 
less to than the Ela-is-zarti, with a darker complex- 
ion, and a much leu open and pleasing expression 
at countenance, while their heads present a very dif- 
ftrent form, being pressed in at the sides, and lengtb- 
«ned towards the top, somewhat in the shape of a su- 
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gar-loaf. These people are very frequent vkitora 
at Nootka, a close friendship subsisting between the 
two nations, Maquina's Arcomah, or Queen, Y-ya- 
tintla-no, being the daagbter of the Wickinniniah 
king. 

The Kla-oo-quates, adjoining them on the nottfa, 
are much less numerous, their force not exceediog 
four hundred fighting men ; they are also behind 
thent in the arts of life. These are a fierce, hcAA, 
and enterprising people ; and there were none that 
visited Nootka, whom Maqnina used to be more on 
his guard against, or viewed with so much suspi- 
don. The Eshquates are about the same number ; 
these are considered as tributary to Maquina : Their 
coast abounds with rivers, creeks, and marshes. 

To the north the nearest tribe of any importance 
is the Aitizzarts; these, however, do not exceed 
three hundred warriora. In appearance they great- 
ly resemble the people of Nootka, to whom they are 
considered as tributary ; their mumers, dress> and 
style of living, also being very eknilar. They re- 
side at about forty miles distance up the sound. A 
considerable way farther to the northward are the 
Cayuqnets ; these are a much more numerous tribe 
than that of Nootka, but thought by the latter to be 
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deficient ia courage and martial spirit, Maquma 
having fi'equeiitljr told me that their hearts were a 
little like those of birds. 

There are also both at the north and south many 
other intervening tribes, but in general small in num- 
ber and insignificant ; all of whom, as well as the 
above mentioned, speak die same language. But 
the Newchemasa, who come from a great way to the 
northward, and from some distance inland, as 1 was 
told by Maquina, speak quite a different language, 
although it is well understood by tliose of Nootka. 
These were the most savage-looking and ugly men 
diat I ever saw; their complexion being much 
darker, their stature shm-ter, and their hair coarser, 
than that of the other nations, and their dress and 
i^pearance dirty in an extreme. They wear their 
beards long like Jews, and have a very morose and 
surly countenance. Their usual dress is a Kooiiut 
made of wolf-skin, with a number of the taDs at- 
tached to it, of which I have seen no less than ten 
on one garment, hanging from the top to the bot- 
tom ; though they sometimes wear a similar mantle 
of bark cloth, of a much coarser texture than that of 
Nootka, the original of which appears to be the 
B 9 
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samei though, irom their very great filtfainess, it 
wu almost impossible to discover what it had bera. 

Their mode of dressing their hair also varies e»- 
sentiallj from that of the other tribes; for they suf- 
fer that on the back of the head to hang loose, and 
bind the other ovn their foreheads in the manner of 
a fillet, with a strip of their country cloth, ornament- 
ed with small white ahells. Their weapons are the 
Chttioobh, or war-dub, which is made from whale- 
bone, daggers, t>ow and arrows, and a kind of spear 
pcnnted with bcme or copper. They brought with 
lliem no ftirs for sale ^cepting a few wolf-skins,'tlieir 
merchaodise consisting princ^ally of the black shin- 
ing mineral called pelpetb, and the fine red 
paint, which they carefully kept in close mat bags, 
some small dried salmon, clams, and roes of fish, 
with occasionally a little coarse- matting doth. They 
w<Te accustomed to remain a much longer time at 
Nootka than the other tribes. In order to recover 
from the fktigue of a long journey, part of whidt 
was over land, and on these occasions taught their 
•ongs to our savages. 

The trade of most of the other tribes with Noot- 
ka was principally train oil, seal or whale's Uubber, 
fish, fresh or dried, herring or salmon spawn, clams 
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and muadea, and the yama, a species of £imX, which 
is pressed and dried, cloth, sea-otter Bkinsj and 
ahiTefl. From the Aitizzarts and the Cayuquets, 
particularly the former, the beat I-whaw, and in 
die greatest quantities, was obtained. The Eeb- 
qoatea furnished us with wild-ducke and geese, paiv 
ticularly the latter. The Wickinniniah and Kla-iz- 
zarts brought to market many slaves, the best sea- 
otter skins, great quantities of oil, whale sinew, and 
cakes of the yama, highly ornamented canoes, sente 
I>whaw, red ochre, and pelpeth of an inferior qua- 
li^ to that obUuaed from the Newchemass, but par- 
ticularly the so much valued metamelth, and an ex- 
cellent root, called by the Kla-iz-zarts QHoninMuf. 
This is the aize of a small onion, but rather longer, 
being of a tapering ibrm, like a pear, and <€ a 
tffawnish colour. It is cooked by steam, is always 
brought in baskets, ready prepared for eating, and 
a, in truth, s very fine v^etable, being sweet, 
mealy, and of a most agreeable flavour. It was 
highly esteemed by the natives, who used to eat it, 
as they did every thing else, with train oil From 
the Kla-is-zarts was also received, thongh in no 
great quantity, a doth manofoctured by them £ra>B 
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the fur already spoken ot, vhich feela like vool, and 
is of a gctj colour. 

Many of the ardcles tbiis brought, particolarlf 
the provisioDa, were considered aa presents, or tri- 
butary offerings ; but tliis must be viewed aa litde 
more than a lUKDinal acknowledgment of eaperior- 
i^, as they rarely failed to get the full amount of 
the value of their presents. I hare known eighteen 
of the great tubs in which they keep th^ prori- 
aions, filled with ^»wn, broaj^t in this way. On 
these occMions, « great feast is always made, to 
whidi not only the strangers, but the whole village, 
men, women, and children, are generally invited ; 
and I have seen five of the largest tubs employed st 
such a time in cooking at the king's house. At 
these feasts, they generally indulge in eating to an 
excess, making up, in this respect, ibr their want 
of inebriating liquors, which they know no method 
of preparing in any form,— their otdy drink being 
water. 

. Whenevs they came to visit or trade, it wa* 
their general custom to stop a few miles distant, un- 
der die lee of some bluff or rock, and rig themselves 
out in their best manner, by painting and dressing 
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their beads. On their first coming on ^ore, they 
irere invited to eat by the king, when they brought 
to him such articles as he wanted, after which the 
rest of the inhabitants were permitted to purdiase, 
the Btrangen being careful to keep them in their 
canoes until sold, under strict guard, to prevent 
their being stolen, the disposition of these people for 
diieving being m great, that it is necessary to keep 
a watchful eye upon them. 

This was their usual mode of traffic ; but when- 
ever they wished te pun^uue any particular object, 
as, for instance, a certain slave, or some other thing, 
of which they were very desirous, tbe canoe that 
came for this purpose would lie off a little distance 
&om the shore, and a kind of ambassador or repre* 
tentative of the king or chief by whom it was sent, 
dressed in their best manner, and with his head co- 
vered with the white down, would rise, and after 
making known the object of his mission in a pom- 
pons speech, hold up spedmens of such articles as 
he was instructed to ofier in payment, mentioning 
the number or quantily of each, when, if the bar- 
gain was concluded, the exchange was immediately 
made. 

On their visits of friendship or traffic, the chieft 
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alone used to sleep on Bhore,— tliia was generally at 
the house of the king or the head chief,— the others 
passing the night on board of their canoes, which 
was done tiot only for the preservadoo of their pro- 
per^, bat becaoM they vere not permitted to re- 
main on shore, lest they might excite some disturb- 
ance, or commit depredations. 

All these people generally go armed, the common 
dass wearing only a dagger, suspended Irom their 
Oedc behind with a string of metamelth, and some- 
timea throat in their girdles. The chiefs, in addi- 
tion to the dagger, carry the cheelaiih, or war-club, 
euBpended in the same manner beneath their mantlea. 
This, in the hands of a strong man, is a powerfbl 
weapon, in the management of which some of the 
older chiefs are very dexterous. It ia made from 
the bone of a whale, and is very heary^ The blade 
ia about eighteen inches long, and three broad, till 
it approaches near the point, where it expands to 
Uie breadth of four inches. In the middle, &an 
whence it slopes off gradually to an edge on each 
aide, it is &om one to two inchea in thickness. This 
blade is usually covered with figures of the sun and 
moon, a man's head, &c. ; and the hilt, which ia 
nude to represent the head of ■ nun ot tame ani- 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



ABXS. lU 

cul, is curiously Bet w!th snull white aheUs, and ha> 
a band of metamelth fitstened to it, in cn-der to sling 
it over the shoulder. Some of the tribes huve also 
a kind of ^war, headed with copper or the bone of 
the sting ray, which is a dangerous weapon. This 
is, however, not usual, and only carried by the 
chiefs. The bow and arrow are sliil used by a few ; 
but, since the introductiot of fire-arms among them, 
this weapon baa been mostly laid aude. 
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etTOATUHf or TBI AUTHOR— REMOVAL TO TASBSIS 
— nSHINO PARTIES. 

But to retoni to our nnlu^py aituatioti. Though 
my comrade and myself iared as well, and evrai 
better than ve could have expected among these 
people, cooaidering their customs and mode of liv- 
ing, yet our fears lest no ship would come to our 
release, and that ve should never more behold a 
Christian country, were to us a source of crastant 
pain. Our priDcipal CMisolatkni, in this glocony 
state, was to go on Simdays, whenever the weather 
would permit, to the bord^n of a fresh water pond, 
about a mile from the village, where, after bathing, 
and putting on clean clothes, we would seat our- 
selves under the shade of a beautiful pine, while I 
read some chapters in the Bible, and the prayers ap- 
pointed by our Church for the day, ending our de- 
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vodoQt with a fervent prayer to the Almighty, that 
be would deign still to watch over and preserve our 
liirea, rescue us &om the hands of the savages, and 
porait us once more to behold a Christian land. 

In this manner were the greater part of our Sun- 
days passed at Nootka ; and I felt gratrful to Hea- 
ven, that, amidst our other sufferings, we were at 
least allowed the pleasure of offering up our devo- 
tions unmolested ; for Moquina, on toy explaining 
to him, as well as was in my power, the reason of 
our thus retiring at this time, far from objecting, 
readily consented to it The pond above mention, 
ed was small, not more tlian a quarter of a mile in 
breadth, and of no great length, the water being 
very clear, though not of great depth, and bordered 
by a beautiful forest of pine, fir, elm, and beecb, 
free from bushes and underwood, — a most deli^it- 
fiil retreat, which was rendered still more attractive 
by a great number of birds that frequented it, par- 
ticularly the hamming bird. Thither we used to 
go to wash our clothes, aiid fdt secure from any in- 
trusion firom the natives, as they rarely nuted it, 
except for the purpose of cleanung Uiemselves of 
their paint 

In July, we at length thought that the hope of 

D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



114 SITUATION or 

delivery we had so long anxionaly indulged wsi on 
tbe point of being gratified. A ship appeared in 
the offing ; but, alaa I oar fond hopes Taniihed al- 
moBt ai soon as formed ; for, instead of standing in 
for the shore, she passed to the northward, and soon 
diaappe&red. I shall not attempt to describe our 
disappointment. My heart sunk within me, and I 
felt as though it was my destiny never more to be- 
hcdd a ChristiaD face. Four days after, there oc- 
curred a tremendous atonn of thunder and light- 
ning, during which the natives manifested great 
alum and terror, thp whole tribe hurrying to Ma- 
qoina'a house, where, instead of keeping within, 
they seated themselves on the roof, anud the severest 
of the tempest, drumming upon the boards, and 
looking up to heaven, while the king beat the long 
hollow plank, singing, and, as he afterwards told 
'"'^i h^ging Quahoolte, the name they give to God, 
not to kill them, in which he was accompanied by 
tbe whole tribe. This singing and drununing was 
cimtinued until the storm abated. 

As the summer drew near its close, we began to 
taSet from the frequent want of food, which was 
principally owing to Maquina and the chiefs being 
out whaling, in which he would not permit Thomp- 
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•on and m^ielf to join, lest ire should nuke our 
escape to some of the neighboaring tribes. At 
these times the vomen seldom or ever cook any 
provision, and ire were often hungry, but vere 
sometimes tbrtunate enough to procure secretly S 
piece of salmon, some other 6ah, spawn, or even 
blubber, which, by boiling in salt water, with a few 
onions and turnips, the remains of the Spanish gar- 
den, or young nettles, or other herbs, furnished us 
a delidous repast in private. 

In tlie meantime, we frequently received ac- 
counts &om the tribes who came to Nootka, both 
Irom the north and south, of there being vessels on 
the coast, and were advised by their chiefs to make 
oar escape, who also promised us their aid, and to 
put us on board. These stories, however, as I 
afterwards learned, were almost all of them without 
any foundation, and merely invented by these pea^ile 
with a view to get us into their power, in order to 
make slaves of us themselves, or to sell us to others. 

But I was BtUI more strongly solicited to leave 
Nootka by a woman. This was a Wickinninisb 
{oincess, a younger sister of Uaqtiina's wife, who 
was there on a visit I had the good fbrtone, if it 
may be so called, to bectnne quite a favourite with 
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her. She appeared much interested for me— asked 
me many questions respecting uiy country, if 1 bod 
a mother and sister at home, and if they vould not 
grieve for my absence. Her cmnplexion was fairer 
than that of the women in general, and her features 
more regular, and she would have been quite hand- 
some had it not been for a defect in one of her eyes, 
the sight of which had been injured by some acci- 
dent, the reason, as Kfaquina told me, why she had 
not been married, a defect of tliis kind being by 
these savages considered as almost an insupenable 
objection. She urged me repeatedly to return with 
her, telling me that the Wickinninish were mudi 
better than the Nootkians ; that her father would 
treat me more kindly than Maquina, give me better 
food and cIotheR, and finally put me on board one 
of my own country vessels. I felt, however, little 
diqrased to accompany her, considering my situa- 
tion with Maquina full as eligible as it woiild be 
wttli Wickinninish, if not better, notwithstanding 
dl she said to the contrary. 

On the Sd of September, the whole tribe quitted 
Mootka, according to their constant practice, in or- 
der to pass the autumn and winter at Tssbees and 
Cooptee, the latter lying about thirty miles up tha 
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Sound, in a deep bay, the n&Tigatioii of wbidh is 
very dangerous, from the great number of reefs 
and rocks with which it abounds. Oa theae occa- 
sions every thing is taken with them, even the 
planks of their houses, in order to cover their new 
dwellings. To an European, such a removal exhi- 
bits a scene quite novel and strange : canoes piled 
up with boards and boxes, and filled with men, 
women, and children, of all ranks and sizes, making 
the air resound with- their cries and songs. 

At these times, as well as when they have occa- 
sion to go some distance fr^m their houses, the in- 
fants are usually suspended across the mother's 
shoulders, in a kind of cradle or hammock, formed 
of bark, of about six inches in depth, and of the 
length of the child,' by means of a leather band in- 
serted through loops on its edges; this they also 
keep them in wheu at home, in order to preserve 
them in a stvaight position, and prav^it any distor- 
tion of the limbs, most prob^ly a principal cause <^ 
these people being so seldom deformed or crooked. 

The long boat of our ship having been repaired 
and furnished with a sail by Thompson, Maquina. 
gave us the direction of it, we being bettrar ac- 
quainted with managing it than his people, and 
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after lottding her u decpu she could swim, we [h^ 
ceeded in compray vitb tbpm to the norths quittii^ 
Nootlu with heavy hearts, as we could entertain no 
faopea of release until our return, no sfaipe ever 
coming to that part of the coast. Pasting Cooptee, 
. whidi it situated on the southern bank, just withm 
the mouth of a am^ river, flowing from the east in 
a narrow valley at the foot of a mountain, we pro- 
ceeded about fifteen miles up this stream to Taibeea, 
between a range of lofty hills on each side, whidi 
extend a great distance inland, and are covered 
with the finest forest trees of the country. Imme- 
diately on our arrival, we all went to work very di- 
ligently in covering the booses with the planks we 
bad brought, tiM frames being ready erected, these 
people neverpretendingtoremdVe the timber. In 
a very short time the w(»k waa completed, and wc 
were ettabliahed m our new residence. 

Tashees is pleasantly situated, and in a most se- 
cnre position firom the winter storms, in a small vale 
or h(^ow oa tbe south shore, at the foot of a moun- 
tain. Hie tpot on which it stands is level, and the 
ami very fine, the country in its vicinity abounding 
with the moat romantic views, diarmingly divern- 
£ed, and fine streams of water ialling in beautifbl 
II 
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cascades team the mountaina. The rim at tliii 
place M about twenty rods in width, and, in ita 
deepest part, from nine to twelve feet. This village 
is the extreme point of navigation, as immediatelj 
beyond, the river becomes much more shallow, and 
is broken into (alls and rapids. The bouses here 
are placed in a line like those at Nootka, but closer 
together, the situation being more confined ; th^ 
are also smaller, m consequence of which, we were 
much crowded, and incommoded for room. 

The prindpal object in coming to this place it 
the facility it affords these people of providing their 
winter stock of provisions, which consists princi- 
pally of salmon, and the spawn of that fish ; to 
which may be added herrings and sprats, and her- 
ring spawn. The latter, however, is always pro 
cured by them at Nootka, previous to th^ quitting 
it. At the seasims of spawning, which are early in 
simng and the last of August, they collect a great 
quantity of {Hue branches, which they place in dif- 
ferent parts of the Cove, at the depth of about ten 
fett, and secure them by means a£ heavy stones. 
On these the herring deposit their spawn in im- 
mense quantities ; the bushes are then taken up, 
the spawn stripped from the branches, and after 
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being wuhed and freed from the pine leaves by the 
women, is dried and put up in baakets for use. It 
is considered as their grestest delicacy, and e«ten 
both cooked and raw : in the farmer case, being 
boiled and eaten with train oil, and in the latter, 
mixed up with cold water alone. 

The salmon ore taken at Tasbees, priudpally in 
pots or wears. Their method of taking them in 
wears is thus :— A pot (tf twenty feet in length, and 
irom four to five feet diameter at tiie mouth, is 
formed of a great number of pine splinters, which 
are strongly wcured, an inch and a half from each 
other, by means of boops made of flexible twigs, 
and placed about eight inches apart At the end 
it tapers almost to a point, near which is a small 
.wicker door^ for the purpose of taking out the. fish. 
This pot or wear is placed at the foot of a &11 or 
rapid, where the water is not very deep, and the 
liflh driven from above wkh long poles, are intercept- 
ed and caught in the wear, ttom whence they are 
taken into the canoes. In this manner 1 have seen 
more than seven hundred salmon (»ught in tlie 
space of Sfreen minutes. I have also sometimes 
known a few of the striped bass token in this man- 
ner, but xwnAy. 
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At such dmcfl there is gre&t feasting and merri- 
mrat among tliem. The voiuen and female bUtss 
being liUBily employed in cooking, or in coring the 
fish for their winter stock, which is done by cuttiAg 
oW the heads and tails, splitting them, taking eut 
the back-bone, and hanging them up in 'their houses 
to dry. They also dry the halibut and cod ; bnt 
these, instead of curing whole, th^ cut up into 
small pieces for that purpose, and expose to the son. 
llie spawn of the salmon, which is a principal aT- 
ticle of iheir provision, they take out, and without 
any other preparation, throw it into their tubs, 
where they leave it to stand and ferment ; for though 
they frequently eat it fresh, they esteem it mudi 
more when it .has acquired a strong taste, and one 
of the greatest fiivours they can confer on any per- 
son is to invite him to eat ^uakatHUi, the name 
they give this food, though scarcely any thing can 
be more repugnant to an European palate than it is 
io this state ; and whenever they took it out of these 
large receptacles, which they are always careful to 
fill, sndi was the stench which it exhaled, on bemg 
moved, that it was almost impossible for me to 
abide it, even afler habit had, in a great d^ree, 
dulled the delicacy of my senses. When boUed it 
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became less offentive, though it still retiuned much 
of the putrid smel], and something of the taste. 

. Such is the immense quantity of these fish, and 
they are taken with such fadhty, that I have known 
upwards of twenty-five hundred brought into Ma- 
quina's house at once, and at one of their great feasts, 
have aeai oae hundred or more cooked in one of 
their largest tubs. 

. I uaed frequently to go out with Maquina upon 
these fishing parties, and was always sure to receive 
a handsome present of salmon, which I had the pri- 
vilege of calling mine ; I also went with him, seve- 
ral times in a canoe, to strike the salmon, which I 
have attempted to do myself, but could never auc< 
ceed, it requiring a degree of adroitness that I did 
not possess. I was also permitted to go out with a 
gun, and was several times very successful in'shoot- 
ing wild ducks and teal, which' are very niunerous 
here, though rather shy. These they cooked in their 
usual manner, by boding, without any fartha dress- 
ing than skinning, them. 

In many rejects, however, our situation was less 
pleasant here than at Nootka. We were more in- 
omunoded for room, the houses not being so spa- 
cious, nor so well arranged, and as it was colder, we 
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-were compelled to be much more wilbin doors. We, 
however, did not ne^ect on Sundays, when the 
weather would admit, to retire into the woods, and 
by the side of some stream, after bathing, return our 
thanks to God for preserving us, and offer up to him 
our customary devotions. 

I was, however, very apprehensive, soon after our 
arrival at this place, that I should be deprived of 
the satisfaction of keeping my journal, as Maquina 
one day observing me writing, inquired of me what 
I was doing, and when I endeavoured to explain it, 
by telling him that I was keeping an account of the 
weatlier, he said it was not so, and that I was 
speaking bad about him, and telling how he had 
taken our ship and killed the crew, so as to inform 
my countrymen, and that, if he ever saw me writing 
in it again, he would throw it into the fire. I was 
much rejoiced that he did no more than threaten, 
and became very cautious afterwards not to let him 
see me write. 

Not long after I finished some daggers fca him, 
which I polished highly ; these pleased him much, 
and he gave me directions to make a cbeetoolth, in 
which I succeeded so far to his satisfaction, that he 
gave me a present of doth suffident to make me a 
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cctnplete auit of raiment, beddes other things. 
Thompson, aIbo, who had become ratbei more of a 
favourite than formerly, since he had made a fine 
sail tar bis canoe, and some garments for him out of 
£ur(^>ean cloth, about this time completed another, 
vhich waa thought by Uie savages a most superb 
dress. This tras a Kootsut or mantle, a fadiom 
square, made entirely of European vest patttms of 
the gayest colours. These were sewed together, in 
a manner to make the best show, and bound with a 
deep trimming of the finest otter-skin, with which 
the arm-holes were also bordered ; while the bottom 
was farther embelli shed with five or six rows of gilt 
buttons, placed as near as possible to each other. 
N<ithing could exceed die pride of Maqoina when 
he first put on this royal robe, decorated, like the coat 
of Joseph, with all the colours of the rainbow, and 
glittering with the buttons, which, as be strutted 
about, made^a tinkling, while be repeatedly exdaim- 
edj in a transport of exultation, Klei» tlAth Kat- 
fui—xoick kum alact Nadta. A fine garment— 
Nootka can't make tb«n. 

Maquina. who knew that the chie& of the tribes 
who came to visit us had endeavoured to persuade 
me to escape, frequently cautioned me not to li«tm 



D.5.l.i=t;^GOOgle 



FISBINO FABTIXa. 135 

to them, saying, that should I make the attempt, 
and he were to take me, he should certainly put me 
to death. While here he gave me a book in vhidi 
I found the names of seven persons belonging to 
the ship Manchester, of Philadelphia, Capt^ Brian, 
viz^^Daniel Smith, Lewis GQlon, James Tom, 
Clark, Johnson, Ben, and Jack. These men, as 
Maquina informed me, ran away from the ship, and 
came to him, but that six of them goon after went 
off in the night, with an intention to go to the 
Wickinninish, but were stopped by the Eshquiates, 
and sent back to him, and that he ordered them to 
be put to death ; and a most cruel death it was, as 
I was told by one of the natiTes, four men holding 
one of them on the ground, and forcing open his 
mouth, while they choked him by ramming stones 
down hia throat. 

As to Jock, the boy, who mode no attempt to go 
off, Maquina afterwards sold him to the Wickinni- 
nidi. I was informed by the princess Yuqua, that 
he was quite a small boy, who cried a great deal, 
being put to hard labour beyond his strength by the 
natives, iu cutting wood and bringing water, and 
that, when he heard of the murder of our crew, it had 
sudi an effect on him, that he fell sick and died 
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abortly after. On learning the melancfaolf fate of 
this utifortuiiate Lid, it again airakened in my bosom 
those feelings that I had esperienced at the rfwcking 
death of my poor comrades. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONVERSATIONB WITH MAQUINA lEUITS — HBLI- 

aiOUS CKREM ONUS— VISIT ,T0 UPgUESTA- 

Tbk king, finding that I was desirouB of learning 
thai language, was much delighted, and took great 
pleasure in conversing with me. On one of these 
occasions, he explained to me his reasons for cut- 
dug off our ship, saying, that he bore no ill will to 
my countrymen, but that he had been several times 
treated very ill by them. The first injury of whidi 
he had cause to complain was done him by a Cap* 
tain Tawnington, who c«>mmanded a schooner which 
passed a winter at Friendly Cove, where he was 
well treated by the inhabitants. This man, taking 
advantage of Maquina's absence, wt^o had gone to 
the Wickinninish to procure a wife, aimed himself 
and crew, and entered the house where thoe were 
none but womeo, whom he threw into the greatest 
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amstenudon, and leardung the cheats, took away 
all the skim, of which Maquina had no less thui forty 
of the beat; and that about the game time, four of 
their chiefs were barbarously killed by a Captain 
Martinez, a Spaniard. 

That soon after Captain Hanna, of the Sea>Ot- 
ter, in conseqaoice of one of the natives baring 
st<den a cbitel &om the carpenter, fired upon their 
canoes whidi were alongside, and killed upwards 
of twenty of the natives, of whom several were 
Tytei, or diieft, and that he himself being on board 
the vessel, in order to esc^e was obliged to leap 
fimn the quarter-deck, and swim Sat a long way 
under water. 

These injuries had excited in the breast of Ma- 
quina an ardent desire of revenge, the strongest 
passion of the savage heart, and though many years 
had elapsed since their conmiission, adU they were 
not Ibrgotten, and die want of a favourable oppor- 
tunity alone prevented him &om wxsaet avcmgiDg 
them. Unfortunately for ni, the long wished for 
opportunity at length presented itself in our dup, 
which Maqoina finding not guarded witb the asnal 
vigilance of the North- West Traders, and feeling his 
desire of revenge rekindled by the insult offered him 
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by Captain Salter, formed h plan for attacking, and 
tax Iiis return, called a council of hii cliiefa, and com- 
municated it to them, acquainting them with the 
manner in -which he had been treated. No less de- 
sirous of avenging this afiront c^ered their king 
than their ibrmer injuries, they readily agreed to 
his propooal, which was to go on board without amu 
' as usual, but under difierent pretexts, in great num- 
bers, and wait for bis signal for the moment of at- 
tacking thdr unsuspecting victims. The execution 
of this schttne, as the reader knows, was unhap|uly 
too auccessfuL 

And here I cannot but indulge a rejection that 
has frequently occurred to me on the manner in 
which our people behave towards the natives. For, 
though they are a thievish race, yet 1 have no 
doubt that many c^ the melancholy disasters have 
principally arisen &om the imprudent condiict of 
some of the captains and crews of the ships em- 
ployed in this trade, in exasperating them by insult- 
ing, plundering, and even killing tbem on slight 
grounds. This, as nothing is more sacred with a 
savage than the principle of revenge, and no people 
are so impatient under insult, induces them to wreak 
their vengeance upon the first vessel or boat's crew 
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that ofiers, making the innocent too frequentty suifer 
for the wrongs of the gailty, as few of them know 
how to discriminate between peraons of the same 
general appearance, more especially when speaking 
the some language. And to this cause do 1 beliere 
most principaUy be ascribed the sanguinary dispo- 
sition with which these people are reproached, as 
Maquina repeatedly told me that it was not his wish 
to hurt a white man, and that he never should have 
done it, though ever so much in his power, bad thc^ 
not Injured him. 

And were the commanders of our ships to treat 
the savagea with rather more civility than they 
sometimes do, I am. inclined to think they would 
find their account in it ; not that I should recom- 
mend to them a confidence in the good faith and 
friendly profewions of these people, so as in any 
decree to remit their vigilance, but, on the contrary, 
to be strictly on their guard, and snfier but a .very 
few of them to come on board the ship, and admit 
not many of' their canoes alongside at a time ; a 
precaution that would have been the means of pre< 
venting some of the unfortunate events that have 
occurred, and if attended to, may, in future, pr^ 
serve many a valuable life. Such are^ulattcm, too, 
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from what I know of their ^spositibn and wsnta, 
would produce no seriouB difficulty in trading with 
the aavages, and they would boou become perfectly 
reconciled to it 

Among the provisionB which the Indiana procure 
at Tttsheet, I must not omit mentioning a fruit that 
is very important, aa forming a great article of their 
food. This U what is called by them the i/aisa, a 
q>ecies of berry, that grows in bunches, like cur- 
rants, upon a bush from two to three feet high, with 
a large, round, and smooth leaf. This berry is 
black, and about the size of a pistol shot, but of ra- 
ther an oblong shape, and open at the top, like the 
blue whortle-berry. The taste is sweet, but a little 
acrid, and when first gathered, if eaten in any great 
quantity, especially without oil, is apt to produce 
cholics. To procure it, large companies of women 
go out on the mountains, accompanied by armed 
men, to protect them against wild beasts, where 
they frequsitly remain for several days, kindling a 
fire at night, and sheltering themselves under sheds, 
constructed of boughs. At these parties, they col- 
lect great qnantities. I have known Maquina's 
qneen and her women return loaded, bringing with 
thou upwards of twdre bnohels. In order to pre- 
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■erre it, it U pressed in the bunches between two 
planks, and dried and put away in baskets for use. 
It is always eaten with oil. 

Of berries of Tsrious kinds, such as strawberries, 
nspberries, blackberries, &c, there are great qnaiw 
tides in the coontry, of which the natives are verj 
fbnd, gadiering them' in their seasons, and eating 
them with oil ; but the yama is the only one that 
they preserve. 

Fish is, however, their great article of food, as al- 
most all the others, excepting the yama, may be can- 
aidered as accidental. They, nevertheless, are &r 
from disrelishing meat, — for instance, venison and 
bear's flesh. With regard to the latter, they have a 
most singular custom, which is, that any one who 
eats of it is obliged to abstain from eating any kind 
of &esh fish whatever for the term of two mondts^ 
as they have a superstitious belief, that, should any 
of Aeir people, after tasting bear's flesh, eat of fnth 
salmon, cod, &c. the fish, though at ever so great a 
distance off, would come to the knowledge of it, and 
be so much offended thereat, as not to allow lliem- 
selves to be taken by any of the Inhabitants. Hub 
I had an opportunity of observing while at Tashees ; 
a bear having been killed early in Decendwr, of 
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which not more ttutn ten of the natives voald eat, 
being prevented by the prohibition annexed to it, 
which also was the reason of my comrade and my- 
self not tasting it, on being told by Maquina the 
consequences. 

As there ia something quite curious in tlieir ma^ 
nagement of dus animal, when diey have killed one, 
I shall give a description of it. After well cleans- 
ing the bear from the dirt and blood, with which it 
is generally covered when killed, it is brought in, 
and seated opposite the king, in an upright poeture, 
with a chieTs bonnet wrought in figures on its head, 
and its fur powdered over with the white down. 
A tray of provision is then set before it, and it is 
invited by words and gestures to eat This mock 
ceremony over, the reason of which I could nevtx 
learn, the Hnimal ia taken and skinned, and the fiesh 
and entrails boiled up into a soap, no part but the 
paunch being rejected. 

This dressing the bear, as they call it, is an occa- 
sion of great rejoidng throughout the village, all 
the inhabitants being invited to a great feast at the 
king's honae, though but few of them, in conse- 
quence of the penalty, will venture to eat of the 
flesh, but generally content thonselves with their 
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filvoiirite dith of berrmg-Bpawn uid water. The 
fetst, on tfaii occaaioD, waa closed by « dance from 
Sct-aat-sak-aia, in the maimer I have already de- 
scribed, in the course of vhicb be repeatedly shift- 
ed his mask for another of a different form. 

A few days after, a second bear was taken, like 
the fbrmer, by means of a trap. This I bod the cu- 
riosity to go and see at the place where it was 
caught, which was in the following manner :— On 
the edge of a small streiun of water, in the moun- 
tains, which the salmon ascend, and near the spot' 
where the bear is accustomed to watch for them, 
which is known by its track, a trap or box, about 
the height of a man's bead, is built of posts and 
planks, with a flat top, on which ore laid a numbtt 
of Urge stones or rocks. The top and sides are 
then carefully covered with turf, so as to resemble 
a little mound, and whcdly to exclude the light, a 
narrow entrance of the height of the building tmly 
bring left, just sufficient to admit the head and 
shoulders of the beast. On the inside, to a large 
plank that covers the top, is suspended by a strcmg 
cord a salmon, the plank being left loose, so that a 
forcible pull will bring it down. On coming to its 
usual haunt, the bear enters the trap, and in a>dea> 
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vouring to pull away the fiih, brings down the yrbaie 
covering, with its load of stones, upon ita head, aqd 
ia almost always crushed to death on the spot, or so 
wounded as to be unable to escape. 

They are always careful to examine these traps 
every day, in order, if a bear be caught, to bring it 
immediately ; for it is not a little singular, that these 
people will eat no kind of meat that ie in the least 
tainted, or not perfectly fresh, while, on the con- 
trary, it is hardly possible for fish to be in too pu- 
trid a state for them; and I have frequently known 
them, when a whale has been driven ashore, bring 
pieces of it home with them, in a state of offensive- 
ness insupportable to any but a crow, and devour it 
with high relish, considering it as preferable to that 
which is iVesb. 

On the morning of the 13th of December com- 
menced what to us appeared a most singular farce. 
Apparently without any previous notice, Maqnina 
discharged a pistol close to his son's ear, who imme- 
diately fell down, as if killed, upon which all the 
women of the house set up a most lamentable cry, 
tearing handfuls of hair from their head, and ex- 
claiming that the prince was dead ; at the same time, 
a great number of Uie inhabitants rushed into the 
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hmae, srmed witb their daggers, miukets, &c. in- 
quiring the cause of their outcry. These were im- 
mediately followed by two othera, dressed in irolf 
skina, with maaks over their fkcesj representiiig the 
bead of that animal. The latter came in on their 
hands and feet, in the manner of a beast, and taking 
up the prince, carried him off upon their^backs, re- 
tiring in the same manner they entered. We saw 
nodiing more of the ceremony, as Maquina came to 
na, and giving us a quantity of dried provision, or- 
dered OS to quit the houae, and not return to the 
village before the expiration of seven days ; for that, 
if we appeared within that period, he should kill 
us. 

At any other season of the year, such an order 
would by US have been considered as an indulgence, 
in enabling us to pass our time in whatever way we 
wished ; and even now, Aimished as were with saf- 
fident provision for that term, it was not very un- 
pleasant to us, more particularly Thompatm, who 
was always desirous to keep as much as possible out 
of the society and sight of the natives, whom he de- 
tested. Taking with ua our provisions, a bundle <^ 
clothes, and oiu- axes, we obeyed the directions of 
Maquina, and withdrew into the woods, where we 
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built onfaelvea « cabin to shelter us with the bntnchea 
of trees, and keeping up a gcxid fire, KCored our* 
Belves pretty well &om the cold. Here we pused 
the prescribed period of our exile, with more con> 
tmt than much of the time while with them, em< 
[doying the day in reading and praying for our re- 
le«ae, or in ramUlng around and exphwing (he coui^ 
try, the kuI of which we found to be very good, and 
die &ce of it beautifblly diversified with hiUs and 
valleys, re&eafaed with the finest streanu of water ; 
and at night enjoyed comfbrtalde repose upon a bed 
of soft leaves, with our garments spread over us, to 
protect us from the cold. 

At the end of seven days we returned, and found 
■emal of the people of A-i-tiz-sBTt, with their king, 
or chief, at Taahees, who had been invited by Ma- 
quina to attend the close of thia performance, whidi 
I now learned was a celebratitm, bdd by thcan an- 
nually, in honour of their godi, whwa they call 
Qjtakootxe, to return him their thanka for his past, 
and implore his future favours. It terminated on 
the 21st, the day after our return, with a most ex- 
traordinary exhibition. Three men, each of whom 
had two bayonets run through his sides, between 
die ribs, apparendy regardless of the pun, traversed 
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the room backnaidBiuid forwards, singing war songs, 
and exulting in this display of firmness. 

On the arrival of the S5th, we could not but call 
to mind, that this, being Christmas, was in our cotm- 
try a day of the greatest festivity, when our fellow 
countrymen, assembled in their churches, were ce- 
lebrating the goodness of God, and the praises of 
llie Saviour. What a reverse did our situation offer ! 
Captives !n a savage land, and slaves to a set of ig- 
norant beings, unacquainted with religion or huma- 
nity, hardly were we permitted to offer up our de> , 
TOtions by ourselves in the woods, while we felt 
even grateful for this privilege. Thither, with the 
king's permisBioi), we withdrew, and after reading 
the service appointed for the day, sung the hymn 
of the Nativity, fervently praying that Heaven, in 
its goodness, would permit us to celebrate the next 
festival of this kind in some Christian land. 

On our return, in order to conform as much as 
was in oar power to the custom of our country, we 
were desirous of having a belter supper than usual. 
With this view we bought from one of the natives 
some dried clams and oil, and a root called Klelmp, 
which we cooked by steaming, and found it very 
palatable. This root consists of many fibres, of 
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about six inches long, and of the size of a crow 
quitl. It is sweetj of an agreeable taste, not unlike 
the Quanoote, and it is eaten with oil. The plant 
that produces it I have never seen. 

On the Slst, all the tribe quitted Ta^ees for 
Cooptee, whither they go to pass the remainder of 
the winter, and complete their fishing, tsking off 
evoy thing with them in the same manner as at 
Nootka. We arrived in a few hours at Coc^tee, 
whidi is about fifteen miles, and immediately set 
about covering the houses, which was soon com- 
pleted. 

This place, which is their great herring and sprat 
fishery, stands just within the mouth of the river, 
.on the same side with Taahees, in a very narrow 
valley at the foot of a high mountain. Though 
nearly as secure as Tashees from the winter storms, 
it is by no means so pleasanUy situated, though to 
us it was a much more agreeable residence, as it 
brou^t us nearer Nootka, where we were imp^ 
tient to return, in hopes of finding some vessel 
there, or hearing of the arrival of one near. 

The first snow that fell this season was the day 
after our arrival, on New- Year's ; a day that, like 
Christmas, brought with it painful recoUections, but 
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ct the same time led ub to indulge the hope of s 
more fortonate year than the last. 

Early on the morning of the 7th of Janoary, 
Maquina took tne with him in his canoe on a vioit 
to Upquetta, chief of the A-i-tiz->arts, who had in- 
vited him to attend an exhibition at his village) s^ 
milar to the <me vitb which he had been entertaii^ 
ed at Taahees. This place is between twenty and 
thirty miles distant up the lound, and stands on the 
banks of a Bnull river about the sixe of that of 
Coopteei just within its entrance, in a valley of 
much greater extent than that of Tashcea ; it con- 
•ists of fourteen or fifteen houses, built and dispowd 
in the manner of those at Nootka, The tribe, 
whi^ is ctHuidered as tributary to Maquina, 
amounts to about three hundred warriors, and the 
inhabitants, both men and wom<3i, are among the 
best looking of any people on the coast 

On our arrival we were received at the shore by 
the inhabitants, a few of whom were armed with 
muskets, which they fired, with loud shouts and 
exclamations of Wocath, waeash. 

We were welcomed by the chieTs messenger, or 
master of cerranonies, dressed in his best garmenta, 
with his hair powdered with white down, and hold* 
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ing in his hand the cheetoolth, the badge of his of- 
fice. This man preceded m to the chief ■ home, 
where he introduced and pointed out to us our r^ 
gpectiTe seats. On entering, the visitor* took off 
ibgix hats, which they always wear on similaT oc- 
casions, and Maquina his outer robes, of whidi he 
has several on whenever he pays a visit, and seated 
himself near the chief. 

As I was dressed in Eiirfq>eaii clothes, I became 
quite an object of curiosity to these people, very 
few of whom had ever seen a white man. They 
crowded around me in numbers, taking hold of my 
dothes, examining my Stce, hands and feet, and 
even opening my mouth to gee if Ihadatongoe^fcr, 
notwithstanding I had by this time become well ac- 
quunted with their language, I preserved the strict* 
cat silence, Maquina, on our first landing, having 
enjoined me not to speak until he should direct. 

Having undergone this examination . for some 
time, Maquina at length made a sign to me to speak 
to them. On hearing me address thesn in their own 
language, they were greatly astonidied and delight 
ed, and t(4d Maquina that they now perceived that 
I was a man like themselves, except that I was 
white, and looked like a seal, alluditig to my blue 
tl 
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jacket and (rowKra, which they wanted to persuade 
me to take off, as they did not like their appear- 
ance. Maquina in the meantime gave an account 
to the chief of the scheme he had formed for sur- 
prising our ship, and the manner in which he and 
his pet^le bad carried it into execution, with such 
particular and horrid details of that transaction as 
chilled the blood in my veins. Trays of bcnled 
herring-spawn and train oil were soon after 
brought in and placed before us, neither the chief 
nor any of his people esting at the same time, it be- 
ing contrary to the ideas of hospitality entertained 
by these nations, to eat any part of the ibod that is 
provided tor strangers, always waiting until their 
visitors have finished, before they have their own 
brou^it in. 

The following day closed their festival, with an 
exhibition of a similar kind to that whi^ had been 
given at Tasfaees, but still more cruel,— the differ- 
ent tribes appearing on these occasions to endeavour 
to surpass each'otber in their proofs of fortitude and 
endurance of pain. In the morning, twenty men 
entered the chiers house, with each an arrow run 
through the flesh of his sides, and either arm, with 
a cord fastened to the end, which, as the performers 
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advanced, singing and boasting, was forcibly drawn 
back by a person having bold of ib After this per- 
formance was closed, we returned to Cooptee, which 
we reached at midnight, our men keeping time with 
their songs to the stroke of their paddles. 

The natives now began to take the herring and 
sprat in immense quantities, with some salmon, and 
there was nothing but feasting from morning till 

The following is the method tbey employ to take 
the herring: — A stick of about seven feet long, two 
inches broad, and half an indi thick, is ibrmed 
from some hard wood, one side of which is set with 
sharp teeth, made from whale-bone, at about half 
aa inch apart. Provided with this instrument, the 
fisherman seats himself in the prow of a canoe, 
which is paddled hy another, and whenever he 
comes to a shoal of herrings, which cover the wa- 
ter in great quantities, he strikes it with both hands 
upon them, and at the same moment turning it upi 
brings it over the side of the canoe, into which he 
lets those that are taken drop. It is astonishing to 
see how many are caught by those who are dexter- 
ous at this kind of fishing, as they seldom fail, when 
the shoals are numerous, of taking as many as ten 
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or twelve at a stroke, and in a very short time will 
fill 8 canoe with thein. Sprats are likewise caught 
in a Bimihur manner. 

About the b^inning of February, Maqnina gave 
a great feast, at which were present not only all the 
inhabitants, but one hundred persons from A-i-tik- 
xait, and a number &om Wickinmnish, who had 
been invited to attend it. It is custtnnary with 
them to give an annnal entertainment of this kind, 
and it is astonishing to see what a qnanti^ of pro- 
vision is expended, or rather wasted, on such an 
occasion, when they always eat to the greatest ex- 
cess. It was at this feast that I saw upwards of an 
hundred salmon cooked in one tub. The whole resi- 
dence at Cooptee presents sn almost uninterrupted 
succession of feas^g and gormandising, and it 
would seem as if the principal otgect of these people 
was to consume their «4kole stock of proviaon be- 
five leaving it, trusting entirely to their success in 
fishing and wbaUng, for a supply at Nootka. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

&BTURH TO MOOTKA— DXATH OF HAQniHA's UK* 

PHBW INEANITT OF TOOTOOSCU^WIUI.E-riaH- 

IHO DEATH OP TOOTOOECH— AK INDIAN UOVM- 

TSBANK. 

Om Uie 25tb of February, we quitted Cooptee, 
sad returned to Nootka. With much joy did 
ThwupscHi and myielf again find ouTselvee in a place 
where, natwithBtanding tiie melancholj' recollectioni 
which it excited, we hoped before hmg to see some 
Teasel arrive to our relief, and ior this we became 
the more solicitous, aa of late we had become much 
more apprehensive of our safety, in consequence 
of information brought Maquina a few days be- 
fbre we left Cooptee, by wxne of the Cayuquets, 
Chat there were twenty'sfaips at the northward, pre- 
paring to come againat him, with an intent of dc- 
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atxoyiag him and his whole tribe, for cutting off the 
Boston. 

This story, which was whollj' withoat founda- 
tion] and discovered afterwards to have been in- 
, vented by these people, for the purpose of dis- 
quieting him, threw him into great alarm, and not- 
withstanding all that I could my to convince him 
that it was an unfounded report, so great was his 
jealousy of ns, especially after it had been con- 
finned to him by some otZiers of the same nation, 
that be Beatad us with much harshness, and kept 
a very suspicious eye upon us. Nothing, indeed, 
could be more unpleasant than our present situa- 
tion, when I reflected that our lives were altoge- 
ther dependent on the will of a savage, on whose 
caprice and susptdons no ratiuial calculation could 
banude. 

Not long after our return, a son of Maquina's sis- 
tar, « boy of eleven years old, who had been tot 
some time declining, died. Immediately on his deat^, 
wliid) was about midnight, all the mm and women 
in the house set up loud cries and dirieks, which 
awakening Thompson and myself, so disturbed us 
that we left the house. This lamentation was kept 
up during the remainder ct the night. In the mom- 
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hig, ■ great fire was kindled, in vhich Maquins 
burned, in honour of the deceased, ten fatiioms of 
doth, and buried with him ten &thoniB more, eight 
of I-whav, four prime He»-otter skins, and two 
anudt trunks, containing our unfortoiiate captain's 
clothes and watch. 

This boy was considered as a Tyee or chief, being 
the only son of Toolootch, one of thetr principal 
chiefs, who had married Maquina's BiBter, wboice 
arose this ceremony on fais interment ; it being an 
est^lished custom with these people, that whenever 
a chief dies, his most valuable property is burned or 
bnried with him ; it is, howcTer, wholly confined to 
fhe chiefs, and appears to be a mark of honour ap- 
pFO|MiBte to than. In this instance Maquina tiu- 
nisfaed the articles, in order that his nephew miglit 
have the proper honours rendered him. 

Tootoosch, his lather, was esteemed the first war- 
rior of the tribe, and was one who had been parti- 
cularly active in the destruction of our ship, having 
killed two of our poor comrades, who wo-e ashore, 
whose names were Hall and Wood. About the 
time of our removal to Tasbees, while in the enjoy- 
ment of the highest health, he was suddenly seized 
with a fit of delirium, in which he fancied that he 
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«w the ghosts of those two men constantly stiuid- 
ing by him, and threateniog him, to that he would 
take no food, accept what wu foiced into his mouth. 
A cJuHt time before this he had lost a daughter of 
about fifteen years o{ age, which afilicted him great- 
ly, and whether his insanity, a disorder very un- 
common amongst these savages, no instance of the 
kind having occurred within the memory of the 
oldest man amongst them, proceeded from this 
cause, or diat it was the special interpositiaa of an 
ali-merdfiil God in our favour, who, by this means, 
thought proper to induce these bsrbarians still 
further to respect our lives, or that, for hidden pur- 
poses, the Supreme Disposer of events sometSmea 
permits the spirits of the dead to revisit the world, 
and haunt the murderer, I know not, but his mind 
&om this period, until his death, which took place 
but a few weeks after that of his son, was incessant- 
ly occupied with the images of the men whom he 
had killed. 

This circumstance made much impression upon 
the tribe, particularly the chiefs, whose uniform op- 
position to putting us to death, at the various coun- 
cils that were held on our account, I could not but 
in part attribute to this cause, and Maquina naed 
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frequently, in speaking of Tootoosch's sickness, to 
express much satisfaction that his hands had not been 
stained with the hlood of any of our men. 

When Maquina waa first informed by his sister 
of the strange conduct of her husband, he immedi- 
ately went to his houscj taking us with him ; sus- 
pecting that his disease had been caused by us, and 
that the ghosts of our countrymen had been called 
tbither by na to torment him. We found him rav- 
ing abont Hall and Wood, saying, diat they were 
peskak, that is, bad. Maquina then placed some 
provision before him, to see if he would eat On 
perceiving it, be put forth his hand to take some, 
but instantly withdrew it with signs of horrm*, say- 
ing, that Hall and Wood were there, and would not 
let him eat Maquina then pointing to us, asked if 
it was not John and Thompson that troubled him. 
IFt;(, he replied, that is, no, John iluthiih—Thomp- 
ton kliuhiih — John and Thompson are both good ; 
diea turning to me, and patting me on the shonlr 
der, he made signs to me to eat. I tried to per- 
suade him that Hall and Wood were not there, and 
tluit none were near him but ourselves; he said, I 
know very well you do not see them, but I do. 

At first, Maquina endeavoured to convince him 
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that h« saw nothing, nnd to laugh him out of his be- 
lief; but finding that all was to no purpose, be at 
length became serious, and asked me if I had ever 
wen any one affected in this manner, and wbat wa» 
the matter with him. I gave him to understaiid, 
pointing to bis bead, that bis brain was injured, and 
that he did not see things as ibrmerly . 

Being convinced by Tootooscb's conduct that we 
bad no agency iti his iadiqioaitifxi, on our return 
home, Maquina asled me what was done in my 
oonntry in gimilar cases ? I told him, that such per- 
sons were dosely confined, and sometimes tied np 
and whipped, in order to make than better. After 
pondering for some time, be said, that he should be 
glad to do anything to relieve htm, and that he 
should be whipped, and bnmediately gave orders to 
someof his men to go to Tootoosdi's house, bind him, 
and brit^ him to bis, tn order to undergo the ope- 
ration. Thompson was the person selected to admi- 
nister this remedy, which he undertook very readi- 
ly ; and, for that purpose, provided himself widi a 
good number of spruce branches, with which he 
wh^ped him most severely, laying it on with the 
best will imagimd>Ie, while Tootoosch displayed the 
greatest rage, kicking, spitting, and attempting to 
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bite all who came near Iuin> This was too much 
fi>r Maquina, who, at length, unable to endure it 
hmger, ordered Thompson to desist, and Tootoogch 
to be carried back, saying, that, if there was no 
other way of curing him but by whipping, he must 
remain mad. 

The application of the whip produced no benefi- 
cial effect on Tootooech, for be afterwards became 
still more d«anged ; la his fits of Airy sometimes 
seising a club, and beating his slaves in a most 
dreadfU manner, and striking and spitting at all 
who came near him, till, at length, his wife, no 
hmger daring to remain in the house with him, came 
with her son to Maqnina's. 

The whaling season now commenced, and Maqui- 
na was out atmoBt every day in his canoe, in pursuit 
of them ; but, for a considerable time, with no suc- 
cess, one day breaking the staff of his harpoon, an- 
btlier, after having been a long time fast to a 
whale, the wei^on drawing, owing to the breaking 
of the shell, which formed its point, with several 
such like acddents, arising from the imperfection of 
the instrument. At these times he always returned 
very morose and out of temper, upbraiding bis men 
widt having violated their obligation to continence 
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preparstoiy to whaling. In this state of ill humour 
he would give ub very little to eat, which, added to 
the women not cooking when the men are away, re- 
duced us to a very low fare. 

In consequence of the repeated occurrence o{ si- 
milar accidents, I proposed to Maquina to make him 
a harpoon, or foreganger, of Bteel, which would be 
less liable to fail him. The idea pleased him, and ' 
in a short time I completed one for faim, with which 
he was much delighted, and the very next day 
went out to make a trial of it. He succeeded with 
it in taking a whale, (jreat was the joy throughout 
the village, as soon as it Was known that the king 
had secured the whale, by notice from a person 
stationed at the head>land in the offing. All the ca- 
noes were immediately laimched, and, furnished 
with harpoons and seal-skin floats, hastened to assist 
in buoying it up, and towing it in. 

The bringing in of this fish exhibited a scene of 
universal festivity. As soon as the canoes appear- 
ed at the mouth of the Cove, those on board of them 
singing a triumph to a slow air, to which they kept 
time with their paddles, all who were on shore, men, 
women, and ichildren, mounted the roo& of thai 
houses, to congratulate the king mi his s 
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dnimming most furiously on the planks, and ex- 
claiming Woctuk—WKotk Tyte. 

The vhalcj on being drawn ashore, was imme- 
diately cut ap, and a great feast of the blubber 
given at Maquina's house, to which all the village 
were invited, who indemnified themselves for their 
lent, by eating, as usual, to excess. I was highly 
praised for the goodness of my harpoon, and a 
quantity of blubber given me, which I was permit- 
ted to cook as 1 pleased; this I boiled in salt water, 
with some young nettles and other greens, for 
Thompson and myself, and in this way we found jt 
tolerable food. 

Their method of procuring the oil is to skim it 
from the water in which the blubber is boiled, and 
when cool, put it up into whale-bladders for use, 
and of these I have seen them so large as, when 
filled, would require no less than five or six men to 
carry. Several of the chiefe, among whom were 
Maquina's brothers, who, after the king has caught 
the first whale, are privileged to take than also, were 
very desirous, on discovering the superiority of my 
harpoon, thattl should make some for them,, but 
this Maquina would not permit, reserving for him- 
self this improved we^mn. He, however, gave me 
o S 
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dbectiona to make « number more for himself, which 
I executed, uid also mode him several lances, vith 
ivhicfa he H4U greatly pleased. 

As theae peojde have some very singular obserr- 
ancee preparatory to whaling, an accotint of them 
will, I presume, not prove uninteresting, especially 
as it may serve to give a better idea of their man- 
aen. A short time befbre leaving Tashees, the king 
makes a point of passing a day alone on the moun- 
tain, ' whither he goes very privately early in the 
morning, and does not return till late in the evening. 
This is done, as I afterwards learned, for the pur- 
pose of singing and praying to his God for success 
in whaling the ensuing season. At Cooptee the 
same ceremony is performed, and at Nootka, after 
the return thither, with still greater solemnity, as 
(sa the next two days he appears very thoughtful 
and gloomy, scarcely speaking to any one, and ob- 
serves a most rigid fWst. On these occasions, be 
has always a broad red fillet made of bark, bound 
around hts head, in token of humiliation, with a 
large branch of green spruce on the top, and his 
great rattle in his hand. In addition to this, for a 
week before commencing their whaling, both him- 
self and the (Tew i^his canoe observe a &st^ eating 
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bat very little, and going into the water several 
timea in the courae of each day to bathe, singing and 
nibbing their bodies, limbs, and faces, ivith shetls 
and bushes, to that, on dieir return, I have seen 
them look as though they had been severely torn 
with briars. They are likewise oblig^ to abstain 
&(»n any commerce wiUi their women ibr the like 
pmod, the latter restriction being considered as in- 
dispensable to their anccess. 

Early in June, Tootoosch, the crazy chief, died. 
On being acquainted with his deadi,' the whole vil- 
lage, men, women, and children, set up a loud cry, 
with every testimony of the greatest grief, wbidi 
they ccHitinued for more than three hours. As soon 
as he was dead, the body, according to dieir custom, 
was laid out on a plank, having die head bonnd 
round with a red bark fillet, which is with than 
an emblon of mourning and sorrow. After laying 
some time in this manner, he was wrq>ped in an 
otter-skin robe, and three fathoms tji I-whaw being 
put about hia neck, he was placed in a large ccAn 
or box of about three feet deep, which was orna- 
mented on the outside with two rows of the small 
white dielU. In this, the most valuable articles of 
hia {ffopcrty were placed with him, amoQg whicfa 
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wen no less than twenty-four prime sea,-otter Bkins. 
At iiiglit, which is their time for interring the 
dead, the co&n wss borne hy eight men, with two 
poles, thrust through ropes passed aroimd it, to the 
place of burial, accompanied bj his wife and tana- 
ly, with their hair cut short, in token of grief, all 
the inhabitants joining the procession. The place 
of burial was a large cavern, on the side of a hill, 
at a little distance irom the village, in whid, after 
depositing the coiGn carefully, all the attendants re- 
paired to Maquina's house, where a number of arti- 
cles belonging to the deceased, consisting of blank- 
ets, pieces of cloth, Sec were burned by a person 
appointed by Maquina for that purpose, dressed and 
painted in the highest style, with his head covered 
with white down, who, as be puts in the several 
ptecas, one by one, poured upon them a quanti^ 
of oil to increase the flame, in the intervals between 
making a speech, and playing off a variety of buffoon 
tricks, and the whole closed with a feaat, and a 
dance from Sat-sat-sak-sis, the king's son. 

The man wbo performed the ceremony of bum- 
tng, on this occasion, was a very singular character, 
named Kinnet^mmHt. He was held in high estinu^ 
tioD by the king, though only of the commcHi clasa. 
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probably from his talent for mimicry and buffoon- 
ery, and might be considered aa a kind of king's 
jeatetj or rather aa combiping in his person the clui- 
racter of a buffoon with that of master of cemnoniea 
and public orator to his majesty, as he was the onfe 
vho at feasts always regulated the {daces t^ the 
gueats, delivered speeches on receiving or returning 
visits, besides amusing the company, at all their to- 
tertainments, with a variety of monkey pranks and 
antic gestures, which appeared to these savages the 
h«ght of wit and humour, but would be considered 
as extremely low by the least polished peopix. AU 
moBt all the kings or head chiefs of the principal 
tribes were accompanied by a similar character, who 
appeared to be attached to their dignity, and are 
called in their language Climmer-habbfe. 

This man Kinneclimmets was particularly odious 
to Thompson, who would never join in the laugh at 
his tricks, but, when he began, would almost always 
quit the house, with a very surly look, and an ex<. 
damation of " Cursed fool t" which Maquina, who 
thought nothing could equal the cleverness of tug 
Ciimmer-habbee, used to remark, with much dissa- 
tis&ction, asked me why Thompson never limgfaedi 
observing, that I must have had a very good-teni', 
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perad womna indeed for my mother, u my &tber 
was BO very ill-natured a man. 

Among those perfonnancea that gained him the 
greatest appUaie was his talent of eating to exceaa ; 
fer I hare known him devour at one meal no less 
dum Berenty-five large herrings ; and at another 
time, vhen a great feaat was girm by Maqnina, he 
nndertook, after drinking three pints of oil by way 
of a whet, to cat four diied salmtm, and fire quarts 
of spawn, mixed up with a gallon of train oil, and 
actually succeeded in swallowing the greater part of 
Uiis mesa, until his stomach became so overloaded, 
as to disdurge its contents in the dish. One cS his 
exhibitions, however, had nearly cost him his life ; 
this was on the occasion of Kia-guai-ee-na, one of 
the chiefs, haring bought him a new wife, in cele> 
bration of which he ran three times through a Urge 
fire, and burned himself in sudh a manner, that he 
was not able to stir for more than four weeks. 
These feats of ssrage skill were mudi praised by 
Maquina, who never failed to make him presents of 
cloth, muskets, &c. on such occasions. 

The death of Tootoosch increased still more the 

disquietude whidi his delirium had excited among 

the lavsges i and all those chieft who had killed oar 

II 
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men became much alarmed, lest thej should be seiz- 
ed with the same disorder, and die like him ; more ' 
particularly as I hod told Maquina, that I believed 
his insanity was a punishment inflicted on him by 
Quahootze for his cruelty in murdering two inno- 
cent men, who had never injured him. 
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CHAPTER X. 

WAK WITH THE A-T-CHARTS— A NIGHT ATTACK 

PROFOEALe TO PURCHASE TRE AUTHOR. 

OuB tntnation had now become unpleasant in the 
extreme. The sununer was so far advanced, that 
we nearly despaired of a ship arriving to our relief, 
and with that expectation almost relinquished the 
hope of ever having it in our power to quit this sa- 
vage land. We were treated, too, with less indul- 
gence than before, both Thompson and myself he- 
ing obliged, in addition to our other employments, 
to perform the laborious task of cutting and collect- 
ing fuel, which we bad to bring on our shoulders 
fVom nearly three miles distance, as it consisted 
wholly of dry trees, all of which, near the village, 
had been consumed. 

To add to this, we suffered much abuse trom tbe 
common people, who, when Maquina or some of the 
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chiefs vere not preBent, would insult us, caUiog us 
wretched slaves, asking us, where was our Tyee or 
captain P — making gestures signtfying that his head 
had been cut off, and that they would do the like to 
us ; though they generally took good care, at such 
times, to keep well out of Thompson's reach, as they 
bad more than once experienced, to their cost, the 
strength of his fist. This conduct was not only 
provoking and grating to our feelings in the blu- 
est degree, but it convinced us of the ill disposition 
of these savages towards us, and rendered as featful 
lest they might, at Some time or other, persuade or 
force Maquina and the chiefs to put us to death. 

We were also often brought to great distress for 
the want of provisions, so far as to be reduced to 
collect a scanty supply of muscles and limpets from 
the rocks, and sometimes even compelled to part 
with some of our most necessary arUcles of clothing 
in order to furnish food for our subnsteoce. This 
was, however, principally owing to the inhabitants 
themselves experiencing a great scarci^ of provi- 
eions this season ; there having been, in the first 
place, bat very few salmon caught at Friendly 
Cove,— a most unusual circumstance, as they gene- 
rally abound there in the spring, which was by the 
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natives attributed to their fafiving beoi driven away 
by the blood of our men, ivho bad betsi thrown into 
the sea, which, with true savage inconsistency, ex- 
cited their murmurs against Maquina, who had pro- 
fMsed cutting off our ship. Relying on this supply, 
they had, in the most inconsiderate manner, squan- 
dered away their winter stock of provisions, so tliat, 
in a few days after their return, it was entirely ex- 
pended. 

Nor were the king and chiefs mudi more fortn- 
oate in their whaling, even after I hod furnished 
Maquina with the improved weapon for that pur- 
poae, but four whales having been taken during the 
season, which closes the last of May, including one 
tiut had been struck by Maquina and escaped, and 
was afterwards driven on shore, about six miles &aia 
Nootka, in almost a state of putridity. These af- 
fcffded but a short supply to a population, including 
all ages and sexes, of no less than fifte^i hundred 
persons, and of a character so very improvidoit, 
that, after feasting most gluttonously whenever a 
whale was caught, they were several times, for a 
week together, reduced to the necessity of eating 
but once a day, and of collecting cockles and mos- 
des irom the rocks for their food. 
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And even after the cod and halibut fiahing com- 
menced, in June, in which they met vith bderable 
success, such was the savage caprice of Maqoinat 
that he vould often give iu but little to eat, finally 
ordering us to buy a canoe and fishing implements, 
and go out ourselvea and fish, or we ahoold have 
nothing. To do this, ve were compelled to part 
with our great-coats, which were not only import* 
ant to UB aa garments, but of which we made our 
beds, spreading them under us wfaea we slept 
From our want of skill, however, in this new em- 
ploy, we met with no success ; on discovering which, 
Maquina ordered us to remain at home. 

Another diing, which to me in particular proved 
an almost constant source of vexation and disgust, 
and which living among them had not in the least 
reconciled me to, was their extreme filtbiness, not 
only in eating fish, especially the whale, when in a 
state of offeniiTe putridity, but while at their meals, 
of making a practice of taking the vermin from their 
heads or clothes, and eating them, by turns thrust- 
ing their fingers into their hair and into the didi, 
and spreading their garments over the tubs in whldi 
the provision was cooking, in order to set in motion 
their inhi^tanta. 
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Fortunately for HuMnpsoD, he regarded this much 
less than myxelf ; and when I used to point out to 
him any instance of thdr £lthiness in this respect, 
he would laugh, and reply j " Never mind, John ; 
the more good things the better." I must, however, 
do Maquina the justice to state, that he was mu<^ 
neater, both in his person and eating, than were the 
others, — as was likewise his queen J owing, no doubt, 
to his intercourse with foreigners, which bad given 
him ideas of cleanliness ; for I never saw either of 
them eat any of these auimals, but, on the contrary, 
they appeared not much to relish tiliis taste in others. 
Their garments also were much cleaner, — Maquina 
having been iiccust)»ned to give his away when they 
became soiled, tUl after be discovered that Th<Mnp- 
son and myself kept ours clean by washing them, 
when he used to make Thompson do the same for 
him. 

Yet amidst this state of endurance and disap- 
ptHntment, in hearing repeatedly of the arrival o( 
ships at the north and south, most of which proved 
to be idle reports, while expectation was almost 
wearied out in looking fmr them, we did not wholly 
deq>ond, relying on the mercy of the Supreme 
Being, to offer up to whom our devotions on th« 
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days appointed for his w«>rship, waa our chief ctni- 
flolation and gnpport, though we were lometimes 
obligedj by our task-maiterB, to infringe upon the 
Sabbath, which was to me a source of much regret. 
We were nevertfaeleSB treated at timee with much 
kindness by Maquina, who would give us a plenty 
of the best that he had to eat, and^occaaiopally some 
small present of cloth for a garment, promising me 
that if any ship should arrive within a hundred 
miles of Nootka, he would send a canoe with a letter 
front me to the captain, so that he might come to 
our release. These flattering promises and marks 
of attention were, however, at those tjmes when he 
thought himself in personal danger from a muti- 
nous spirit, which the scarcity of provisions had 
excited among the natives, who, like true savages, 
imputed all their public calamities, of whatever 
kind) to the misconduct of their diief, or when he 
WHS apprehensive of an attack from some c£ the 
other tribes, who were irritated with him far cut- 
ting off the Boston, as it had prevented ships from 
coming to trade with them, and were constantly 
alarming him with idle stories of vessels that were 
preparing to c<Hne against him, and exterminate 
both him and his pei^le. 
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At luch timea, he made us keep guard over faim 
both ni^t tnid day, ernied with cutlasset and pis- 
tols, being apparently afraid to trust any of his 
OTD men. At one time, it was a general revolt of 
his people that he apprehended ; then three of his 
principal chiefs, among whom was his elder brodier, 
had conspired to take away his life ; and at length, 
be fancied that a small party of Klaooquatee, be- 
tween whom and the Nootkiang little triendship 
subsisted, had ccmie to Nootka, under a pretence of 
trade, tor the sole purpose of murdering him and 
his ftmiiy ; telling us, probably, to sharpen our vigi- 
lance, tb&t tb«r intention was to kill us likewise ; 
and so strongly were his fears excited on this occs- 
sion, that he not only ordered us to keep near him 
armed by day, whenever he went out, and to pa- 
trole at night before his houee while they remained, 
but to continue the same guard for three days after 
they were gone, and to fire at one and at four in 
die morning, one of the great guns, to let them 
know, iC ss he suspected, they were lurking in the 
neighbourhood, that he was on his guard- 
While be was thus &vourab1y disposed towards 
na, I took an opportunity to inform him of the ill 
treatment that we frequently received &om his 
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people, and the insults that -wtn offered iu by some 
of the stranger tribes, in' calling us white Blaves, 
and loading ub with other opprobrious terms. He 
was nuich displeased, and said that his subjects 
dionld not be allowed to treat us ill, and that, if any 
d the strangers did it, he wished us to ponish the 
ofienders with death, at the same time directiDg us, 
for our security, to go constantly armed. 

This permission was soon improved by Thomp- 
son to tbe best advimtage ; for a few days after, 
having gone to the pond to wash some of our clothes, 
and blanket for Iif aquina, several Wickinninish, who 
were tlien at Nootka, came thither, and seeing hkn 
washing the clothes, and tbe blanket spread upon 
tbe grass to dry, they began, according to custom, 
to insult him, and one of them, bolder than the 
others, walked over the blanket, Thotnpscm was 
highly incensed, and threat«ied the Indian with 
death if he repeated the ofience ; but he, in con- 
teanpt of the threat, trampled upon the Uanket, 
when, drawing his cutlass, witbont fiirther cere- 
mony, Thompson cut off his bead, oa seeing which 
the others ran off at fiill speed j Tbcnnpson thai 
' gathering up the clothes and blanket, on which were 
the marks of the Indian's dir^ feet, and taking 
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with him the head, returned and infomed the kin^ 
of what hod poMed, who wm much pleaaed, and 
highly commended hie conduct. Thia faad a &- 
Tourable efiect for ub, not only on the ifranger 
ttibea, but the inhobitanta themBelveij who treated 
US afterwaida with lese diareipect. 

In the hitter part of July, Maquina infbnned me 
that he was gomg to war with the A-y-ekarit, a 
tribe about fiffy miles to the Muth, on account of 
acme controTersy that had arisen the preceding 
•ummer, and that I must make a number of daggers 
tat bia men, and cheetoolths foi his chiefs, which 
having comideted, he wished me to make for his 
own use a weapon of quite a different form, in or- 
der to dispatch his enemy by one blow on the head, 
it being the calculation of these natiims on going to 
war, to surprise their adTeraaries while asleep^— 
This was a steel dagger, or more properly a spike, 
k£ about six inches long, made very sharp, set at 
right angles in ab iron handle of fifteen inchea Itmg, 
terminating at the lower end in a crook or turn, so 
as to prevent its being wrenched ttaia the hand, and 
at the upper, inarotmdknob at head, &can whence 
the Bpike protruded. The instrument I-poliabed 
highly, and the more to please Maquina, fbrmed, <xt 
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the back of the knob, the resemblance of a ntan'a 
head, with the month open, substituting foi eyea 
black beads, which I fastened in with red sealing' 
wax. This pleased him much, and was greatly ad- 
mired by his chiefs, who wanted me to make simi- 
lar ones for them, but Maquina would not suffer it, 
reserving for himself alone this weapon: 

When these people have finally detennined on 
war, they make it an invariable practice, for three 
or four weeks prior to the expedition, to go into the 
water five or sis times a-day, when they wash and 
scrub themselves from head to foot with bushes in- 
termixed with briars, so that their bodies and faces 
wiD often be entirely covered with blood. Daring 
this severe exercise, they are continually exclaim- 
ing, " Wocaih Quahootsse, Teeckamme ah tedtb, 
tnik-etish tau-itth—Kar-sab-malemas — fVik-iisk to 
hauk malemtu — / ya-isk kak skittle — At-smootith 
warick matemas ;" which signifies good or great 
God, let me liv&— Not be sick — Find the enemy — 
Not fear him — Find him asleep, and kOl a great 
many of them. 

During the whole of this period they have no in- 
tercourse with their women, and for a week be- 
- fine setting out, abstain from feasting, or any kind 
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of merriment, appearing tboughtful, gloomy, and 
morose, and for the three last days, are ahnort 
constantly in the water, both by day and night, 
scrubbing and lacerating themselvei in a ter- 
rible manner. Maquina having informed Thomp* 
son and myself that he should take us with him, 
was very soUcitouH that we diould bathe and scrub 
ourselves in the same way with them, telling me 
that it vould harden our skins, so that the we^tons 
of the enemy would not pierce them, but as we felt 
no great inclination to amuse ourselves in this man- 
ner, we declined it. 

The expedition consisted of forty canoes, carry- 
ing &om ten to twenty men each. Thompson and 
myself armed ourselves with cutlasses and pistols, 
but the natives, although they had a plenty of Eu- 
ropean arms, took with them mily their daggns 
and cheetoolths, with a few bows and arrows, the 
latter being about a yard in length, and pointed 
with copper, muscle-shell, or bone; the bows are 
four feet and a half long, with strings made of whale 
sinew. 

To go to A-y-chart, we ascended trom twenty to 
thirty miles, a river about the size of that of Ta- 
shees, the banks of which are high and covered 
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with wood. At midnigfat, we came in sight of the 
village, which was situated on the west bank, near 
the shore, on a steep hill difficult of access, and well 
calculated for defence. It cmisisted of fifteen or 
sixteen houses, smaller than those at Nootka, and 
built in the same style, but compactly placed. By- 
Maquina'a directions, the attack was deferred until 
the first appearance of dawn, as he said that was the 
time when men slept the soundest. 

At length all being ready for the attack, we land- 
ed with the greatest silence, and going around so as 
to come upon the foe in the rear, clambered up the 
hill, and while the naUvea, as is their custom, enter- 
ed the several huts, creeping on all-fours, my com- 
rade and myself stationed ourselves without, to in- 
tercept those who should attempt to escape, or come 
to the aid of their friends. I wished, if possible, not 
to stain my hands in the blood of any fellow-cretinre, - 
and though Thompson would gladly have put to 
death all the savages in the country, he was too 
brave to think of attacking a sleeping enemy. 

Having entered the houses, on the war-whoop 
being given by Maquina, as he seised the head of 
the chief, and gave him the fatal blow, all proceed- 
ed to the work of death. The A-y-cbvts being 
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thiu mrpriied, were unable to make resistance, and 
Kith the exception of a very few, who were so Tat- 
tunate aa to make their eacttpe, were all killed o 
taken prisonen on condition of becoming davea to 
their captora. I hxd the good fortune to take foor 
captives, whom MaquiDa, aa a fiivoar, permitted me 
to consider as mine, and occasional ly employ them 
in fishing for me ; as for Thompson, who thirsted 
for revenge, he had no wish to take any prisoners, 
but with his cutkss, the only weapon he would 
employ against them, succeeded in killing seven 
atont fellows, who came to attack him, an act which 
obtained him great credit with Maquina and d>e 
ehieft, who, after this, held him in much higher 
eMimation, and gave him the appellation of Cielad- 
mma-har, it being the name of a very celebrated 
warrior of their nation in ancient times, whose ez- 
p)<nts were the ccnistant theme of their praise. 

After having pat to death all the old and infirm 
of either sex, as is the barbaroua practice of these 
people, and destroyed the buildings, we re-embark- 
ed, with our booty in our canoes, for Nootka, 
whoe we were received with great demonstratitau 
of joy by the women and childrm, accompanying 
our war song with a most fiirioua drununing en ifaa 
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houses. The next day a great featt was givea 
by Maqaina, in celebratioa of his victory, which 
was'termiilsted, as usual, with a dance by Sat-sM- 
sak-sis. 

Repeated applications had been made to Maqui- 
na, by a number of kings or chiefs, to purchase me, 
especially after he had showed them tiie harpoon I 
had made for him, which he took much pride in, 
but he constantly reftised to part with me on any 
terms.— Among these, the king of the Wickinnin- 
ish was particularly soUcitous to obtain me, having 
twice apfdied to Maqnina for that purpose, once in 
a very formal manner, by sending his mesBenger 
with four canoes, who, as he approached the shore, 
decorated in their highest style, with the white down 
oa his bead, &c. declared that he came to buy jToo- 
leyookannU, the najme by which I was known to 
them, for his master, and that he had brought for 
that purpose four youttg male slaves, two highly 
ornamented canoes, such a number of the skins of 
inetamelth, and of the quarllaci, or sea-otter, and so 
many fathoms of doth, and of i-nka^ s while, as he 
mentioned the difTerent articles, they were pointed 
out or held up by his attendants, but even this tempt* 
ing offer had no influence on Maquina ; who, in tfat 
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Utter part of tbe summer, was again very strongly 
urged to sell me by Ulatilla, or, as he is generally call- 
ed, Machee Ulatilla, chief of the Klaizcarts, who had 
come to Nootlu on a visit. 

This chief, who could speak tolerable English, 
had much more the appearance of a civilized man 
than any of the savages that I saw. He appeared 
to be about thirty, was rather small in bis person, 
but extremely well formed, with a skin ahnost as 
fair as that of an European, good ieatures, and a 
countenance expressive of candour and amiableness, 
snd which was almost always brightened with a 
smile. He was much neater both in fais dress and 
person than any of the other chiefs, seldom wearing 
paint, except upon his eye-brows, which, after tbe 
custom of his country, were plucked out, and a few 
strips of the pelpellh on the lower part of his &ae. 
He alwaystreated me with much kindness, was fond 
of conversing with me in English and in his own 
language, asking me many questions relative to my 
country, its manners, customs, &c. and appeared 
to take a strong interest in my &te, telling me, that 
if be could persuade Maquina to part with me, he 
would put me on board the first ship that came to 
}m country ; a promise, which, from his subsequoit 
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conduct, 1 have good reason to think he would 
have performed, as my deliverance, at length, from 
captivity and suffering was, under the favour of 
Divine Providence, wholly owing to him, the only 
letter that ever reached an European or American 
vessel, out of sixteen that I wrote at different 
times, and sent to various parts of the coast, having 
been ddivered by him in person. So much pleated 
was I with this man's behaviour to me while at 
Nootka, that I made for him a cheetoolth, which I 
burnished highly, and engraved with figures ; with 
ibis he was greatly delighted ; I also would have 
made for hiin a harpoon would Maquina have con- 

With hearts fiill of dejection, and almost lost to 
hope, no ship having appeared off Nootka this sea- 
son, did my companion and myself accompany the 
tribe on their removal, in September, toaa Tbees, re- 
linquishing, in consequence, for six months, even the 
remotest expectation of rdief. 



D.5.i.i=t; ^ Google 



MABBIAGE OT 



CHAPTER XIII. 



HABKUOB OF THE AUTHOR— Hlfl ILLHBBS— DIS- 



SooK after our ettabluhmcnt there, Maquina in- 
fiMwed me, that he and his cbieft had held council, 
both before and after quitting Kootka, in which 
they bad detemtined that I must marry one of 
their women, urging as a reason to induce me to 
consent, that, as there was now no probability of a 
■hip coming to Nootka to release me, that I must 
consider myself as destined to pass the remainder of 
my life with them ; that the sooner I conformed to 
their customs the better ; and that a wife and &mily 
wonld render me more contented and eatisfied with 
their mode of living. I remonstrated against this 
decision, but to no purpose ; for he told me, that, 
should I refuse, both Thompson and myself would 
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be put to death ; idling me, however, that, if there 
we% none of the woraen of his tribe that pleased 
me, he would go with me to aome of the other tribes, 
where he would purchase for me such a one as I 
should select. Reduced to this sad extremity, with 
death on the one tide, and matrimony on the other, 
I thought proper to choose if hat appeared to me the 
least of the two evils, and consent to be married, on 
condition, that, as I did not fitncjr any of the Noot- 
lu women, I should be permitted to make dioice of 
cme from some other tribe. 

This being settled, the next morning, by day- 
light, Maquina, with ^out fifty men, in two canoes, 
■et out with me for A-i-tiz-zart, taking with him a 
quantity of cloth, a number of muskets, sea-otter 
skins, &C. for the piu'chase of my bride. With the 
aid of our paddles and sails, being favoured with a 
&ir breeze, we arrived some time before sun-set at 
the village. Our arrival excited a general alarm, 
and the men hastened to the shore, armed with the 
weapcMiB of their country, making many warlike de- 
monstrations, and displaying much zeal and activi- 
ty. We, in the meantime, remained quietly seated 
in our canoes, where we remained for about half an 
hour, when the messenga of the chief, dressed in 
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their best manner, came to velcome ub, and invite 
ui on shore to eat We followed him in piocesaitHi 
to the chiefs house, Maquina at our head, taking 
care to leave a sufficient number in the boats to pro- 
tect the properly. When we came to the hauae, we 
were ushered in with much ceremony, and our re* 
spective seats pointed out to us, mine being next to 
Maquina, by his request. 

After having been regaled with a feast of herring- 
spawn and oil, Maquina asked me, if I saw any 
among the women who were present that I liked. 
I immediately pointed out to a young girl, of about 
seventeen, the daughter of Upquesta, the chief, who 
was sitting near him, by her mother. On this, Ma- 
quina, making a sign to his men, arose, and taking 
me by the hand, walked into the middle of the room, 
and sent off two of bis men to bring the boxes con- 
taining the presents from the canoes. In the mean- 
time, Kiunedimmets, the master of ceremonies, 
whom I have already apokeil of, made himself ready 
for the part he was to act, by powdering bis hair 
with white down. When the chests were brought 
in, specimens of the several articles were taken out, 
and shtrwed by our men, one of whran held up a 
naasket, antther a skin, a diiid a piece of cloth, &c. 
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On this, Kinneclimmeto stepped forwud, and ad- 
dressing the chief, iaformed him, that all these be- 
longed to me, mentioning the number of each kind, 
and that they were offered to him for the purdiase 
of his daughter, Eu-stoch-ee-ex-qua, as a wife for 
me. As he said this, the men who held up the va- 
rious articles walked up to the chief, and with a 
very stern and morose look, the complimentary one 
on these occasions, threw them at his feet ; imme- 
diately on which, all the tribe, both men and wo- 
men, who were assembled on this occasion, set up a 
cry of Klach-ko-Tyee, — that is, Thank ye, chief. 
His men, after this ceremony, having returned to 
their places, Maquina rose, ai;d in a speech of more 
than half an hour, said much in my praise to the 
A-i-tiz-zart chief, telling him, that I was as good a 
man as themselves, differing fr<Mii t^em only in be- 
ing white ; that I was, besides, acquainted with 
many things of which they were ignorant ; that 1 
knew how to make daggers, cheetolths, and har- 
poons, and was a very valuable person, whom he 
was determined to keep always with him ; praising 
me, at the same time, for the goodness of my tem- 
per, and the manner in which I had conducted my- 
self since I had been with them ; observing, that all 
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the people of Nootka, and even the duldren, loved 
me. 

While Maqnlna mg speaking, hia nmater of oe- 
remonies was continually skipping aboOt, making 
the most exttavogant gestares, and exclaiming Wo- 
eatk. When be had ceased, the A-i-tia-iart chief 
arose, amidst the exclamations of his people, and be> 
gan with setting forth the many good qualities and 
aocomplifihmetits of his daughter ; that he loved hcf 
greatly, and as she was bis only one, he could not 
Ihink of parting with her. He spoke in this man- 
ner for some time, but finally concluded by con- 
senting to the proposed union, requesting that she 
might be well osed and kindly treated by her hu»- 
baod. At the close of this speech, when the chief 
began to manifest a disposition to consent to our 
union, Kinneclimmets again began to call out, as 
loud as he could bawl, Wocash, cutting a thousand 
capers, and spinning himself around on his heel like 

When Upquesta had finished his speech, he di- 
rected his people to carry back the presents whidi 
Maquina had given him to me, together with two- 
yonng male slaves, to assist me in fishmg. Theae, 
after having been placed before me, were by Ua< 
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qdns's men taken on board the canoes. This cere- 
mony being over, we were invited by one of ths 
principal chiefs to a feast at his house, otKtuttamit, 
or dried herring, where, after the eating was ewer, 
Kinneclimmets amused the company very highly 
with his tricks, and the eveningis entertainment 
was closed by a new war-song from our men, and 
one in return from the A-i-tiz-zarts, accompanied 
with expressive gestures and wielding of their wea- 
pons. 

After this, oar company returned to lodge at Up- 
questa's, except a few who were left on board the 
canoes, to watdi the property. In the morning, 1 
received fitaa the chief his daughter, with an ear- 
nest request that I would use her well, which I pi>o> 
raised him ; when, taking leave of her parents, she ac- 
companied me, with apparent satisfaction, on board 
of the canoe. 

The wind being a-head, the natives were obliged 
to have recourse to their paddles, accompanying 
Ihem with their songs, interspersed with the witti- 
cisms and buffoonery of Kinneclimmets, who, in his 
capacity of king's steersman, one of his functions 
which I forgot to enumerate, not only guided the 
course of the canoe, but regulated the singing of 
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the boatmen. At about five in the monung, we 
reached Tosheet, where we found all the inbabit- 
anta collected on the shore to receive oa. We 
were welcomed with loud shouts of joy, and exdtu 
mations of " Wocash 1" and the women, taking my 
bride under their charge, conducted her to Maqai- 
na's house, to be kept with them for ten days; it 
being an universal custom, as Maquina informed 
me, that no intercour«e should take place between 
.the new married pair during that period. At night 
Maquina gave a great feast, which was succeeded 
by a dance, in which oU the women joined, and 
thus ended the festivities of my marriage. 

The term of my probation being over, Maquina 
assigoed me, as an apartment, the space in the up- 
per part of his house, between him and his elder 
brother, whose room was opposite. Here I esta- 
blished myself with my family, consisting of myself 
and wife, Thompson, and the little Sat-sat-sek-sis, 
who had always been strongly attached to me, and 
now solicited his father to let him live with me, to 
which he consented. This boy was handscmie, ex-* 
tremdy well formed, amiable, and of a pleasant, 
sprightly disposition. I used to take a pleasure in 
decorating him with rings, bracelets, ear-jewels, Sas. 
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vhich I nude for him of copper, and ornamented 
and polished them in my beat manner. 1 was also 
very careful to keep him free from vermin of every 
kind, washing him and combing his hair every day. 
These marks of attention yiexe not only very pleas- 
ing to the child, who delighted in being kept neat 
and dean, as well as in being dressed off in his 
finery, but was highly gratifying both to Msquina 
and his queen, who used to express much satisiac- 
tion at my care of him. 

[n making my domestic establishment, I deter- 
mined, as far as possible, to live in a more comfort- 
able and cleanly manner than the otheTs_For this 
purpose, I erected, with planks, a partition of about 
three feet high, between mine and the adjoining 
rooms, and made three bedsteadB of the same, which 
I covered witb boards, for inj family to sleep on, 
which I found much more comfort^le than sleep- 
ing on the floor amidst the dirt 

Fortunately I found my Indian princess both 
amiable and intelligent, for one whose limited sphere 
of observatitm must necessarily give rise to but a 
few ideas. She was extremely ready to agree to 
anything that I proposed relative to our mode of 
living, was vay attentiTe in keeping her garments 
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and penoa neat and clean, and appeared, in every 
reipect, solicitous to please me. 

She was, as I have said, about seventeen ; her per< 
son was small, but well formed, as were her features ; 
her complexion was, without escepdon, fiiirer than 
any of the women, with considerable colour in her 
cheelcs, her hair lorij^, black, and much softer tlian 
is usual with them, and her teeth small, even, and 
of a dazzling whiteness, while the expression of her 
countenance indicated sweetness of temper and mo. 
destj. She would, indeed, have been considered 
as very pretty in any country ; and, excepting Mb- 
quina's queen, was by far the handsomest of any of 
their women. 

With a partner possessing so many attractions, 
many may be apt to c<aidude, that I must have 
found myself happy, at least comparatively so ; but 
far odierwise was it with me, — a compulsory mar- 
riage with the most beautiful and accomplished per- 
son in the world can never prove a source of real 
happiness; and, in my situation, I could not but 
view this connection as a chain that was to bindme 
down to this savage land, and prevent my ever 
again seeing a civilized country ; espedally when, 
in a few days after, Maquina infonned me, that 
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there had been a meeting of his chiefa, in which it 
had been determined, that, as I had married one of 
their women, I must be considered as one of them, 
and conform to tlteir customs ; and that, in future, 
neither myself nor Thompson should wear our Eu- 
ropean clothes, but dress in Kutaaks like themselves. 
This order was to me most painfid ; but I persuad- 
ed Maquina, &t length, so far to relax in it as to per-* 
mit me to wear those I had at present, which were 
almost worn out, and not to compel Thompson to 
change his dress, obseTving, that as be was an old 
man, such a change would cause his death. 

Their religious celebration, which the last year 
took place in December, was la this commenced on 
the 15th of November, and continued for fourteen 
days. As I was now considered as one of them, 
instead of being ordered to the woods, Maquina 
directed Thranpson and myself to remain, and pray 
with them to Quahootze to be good to them, and 
thank him for what he had done. 

It was opened in much the same manner as the 
former. After which, all tbe men and women in 
the Tillage assembled at Maquina's house, in their 
plainest dresses, and withoutanykindof omamentt 
about them, having their heads bound around with 
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the red fillet, a token of dejection and humiliation, 
and their countenances expressive of seriousness and 
melancholy. The performances during the CMtti- 
nuance of this celebration consisted almost wholly 
in nng^ng a number of songs to mournful airs, the 
king regulating the time by beating on his boliow 
plank or dram, accompanied by one of his chiefs, 
seated near him with the great rattle. In the 
meantime, they eat but seldom, and then very little, 
retiring to sleep late, and rising at the first appear- 
ance of dawn, and even interrupting this short pe- 
riod of repose by getting up at midnight and sing- 
ing. 

The ceremony was terminated by* an exhibition 
of a similar character to the one of the last year, 
but still more cruel. A boy of twelve years dd, 
with six bayonets run into his fiesh, one through 
each arm and thigh, and through each aide, close 
to the ribs, was carried around the room, suspend- 
ed upon them, without manifesting any symptoms 
of pain. Maquina, on my inquiring the reason of 
this display, informed me that it was an ancioit 
custom of his nadon, to sacrifice a man at the dose 
of this solemnity, in honour of their God, but th^ 
bis father had nbolishfid it, and substituted this in 
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its place. The wbole dosed on the evening of the 
29tb, with a great feast of galmon* spawn and oil, at 
which the natives, as usual, made up for their late 
abstinence. 

A few days after, a circumstance occurred, 
which, irom its singularity, I cannot forbear men- 
tioning. I was sent for by my neighbour Yealth- 
lamer, the Icing's elder brother, to file bis teeth, 
which operation having performed, he informed 
me, that a new wife, whom he had a little time be- 
fore purchased, having refused to sleep with him, 
it was his intention, provided she persisted in her 
refusal, to bite off ha nose. I endeavoured to dis- 
suade him from it, but he was determined, and, in 
fact, performed his savage threat that very night, 
saying, that since she would not be his wife, she 
should not be that of any other, and in the morning 
sent her back to her &ther. 

This inhuman act did not, however, proceed 
from any innate cruelty of disposition, or malice, 
as he was far fi'om being of a barbarous temper ; 
but such is the despotism exercised by these sa- 
vages over their women, that he no doubt consider- 
ed it as a just punishment for her offence, in being 
ao obstinate and perverse; as he afterwards told 
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me, tbat, in nmilaT cssea, the huaband had\ righ^ 
with them, to diifignre his wife in this way, or 
■ome other, to prevent her ever marrying again. 

About the middle of December, we left Tasheea 
£or Cooptee. As usual at this season, we found th« 
herrings in great plenty, and here the same scene 
of riotous feasting that I witneued last year was 
renewed by our improvident natives, who, in addi- 
tion to their usual iare, had a plentiful supply of 
wild geese, whidi were brought us in great quan- 
tities by the Esquotes. These, as Maquina in. 
fcrmed me, were caught with nets made from bark, 
in the fresh waters of that country. Those vho 
take them make choice for that purpose of a dark 
and rainy night, and with their canoes stuck niih 
lighted torches, proceed with as little noise as pos- 
aQ>le to the place where the geese are collected, 
who, dazzled by the light, suffer themselves to be 
approached very near, when the net is thrown over 
them, and in this manner, from fifty to sixty, or 
even more, will aometunes be taken at one cast. 

On the 15th of January, 1805, about midnight, 
I was thrown into considerable alarm, in conse- 
quence of an eclipse of the moon, being awakened 
from my sleep by a great outcry of the inhabitant!. 
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On going to discover the cause of this tamnlt, I 
Jbund tbem all out of their houses, bearing lighted 
torches, unging and besting upon pieces of plank ; 
and when I asked them the reason of this proceed- 
ing, they painted to the moon, and said, that a 
great cod-fish was endeavouring to snallow her, 
and that they were driving him away. The origin 
of this superstition I could not discover. 

Though, in soma respects, my situation was ren-* 
dered more comfortable since my marriage, as I 
lived in a more cleanly manner, and had my food 
better and more neatly cooked, of which, besides, 
I had always a plenty, my slaves generally fur- 
nishing me, and Upquesta never failing to s^id me 
an ample supply by the canoes that came from 
A-i-tiszart; still, from my being obliged at this 
season of the year to change my accustomed cloth- 
ing, and to dress like the natives, with only a piece 
oS cloth, of about two yards long, thrown loosely 
around me, my European clothes having been for 
some time entirely worn out, I suffered more than 
I can express from the cold, especially as I was 
compelled to perform the labcnious task of cutting 
and bringing the fire-wood, which was rendered 
still masce oppressive to me, frtan my comrade, fer 
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s considerable part of the winter, not having it iti 
bia power to lend me bis aid, in consequence of an 
attack of the rheumatism in one of his knees, with 
which he suffered for more than four months, two 
or three weeks of which he was so ill as to be un- 
able to leave the fatmse. 

This state of suffering, with the little hope I now 
had of ever escaping from the savages, began to 
rmder my life irksome to me ; still, however, I lost 
not my confidence in the aid of the Supreme Being, 
to whom, whenever the weather and a suspension 
frcxn the tasks imposed on me would permit, I 
never failed regularly, on Sundays, to retire to the 
wood to worship, taking Thompson with me when 
he was able to go. 

On the 20th of February, we returned to our 
summer quarters at Nootka, but, on my part, with 
far different sensadona than the last spring, being 
now almost in despair of any vessel arriving to re- 
lease us, or our being permitted to depart if there 
should.— 'Soon after oar return, as preparatory to 
tbe whaling season, Maquina ordered me to make a 
good numba of harpoons for himself and his chlefe, 
several of which I had completed with some lances, 
wboi, on the l6th of Mardi, I was taken very ill 
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with a violent cholic, caused, I presume, fi-om ha- 
ving suffered so much from the cold, in going with- 
out proper clothing. For a number of hours I was 
in great p^u, and expected to die, and on its leaving 
me, I was so weak as scarcely' to be able to stand, 
while I had nothing comforting to take, nor any 
thing to drink but cold water. 

On the day following, a slave belonging to Ma< 
quina died, and was immediately, as is their custom 
in such cases, tossed unceremoniously out of doors, 
from whence he was taken by some others, and 
thrown into the water. The treatment of this poor 
creature made a melancholy impression upon my 
mind, as 1 could not but think, that such, probably, 
would be my fate, should I die among these he^ 
thens ;. and so far from receiving a decent burial, 
that I should n6t even be allowed the common pri* 
vil^e of having a little earth thrown over my re- 
mains. 

The feebleness in which the violent attack of my 
disorder had lefl me, the dejection 1 felt at the al* 
most hopelessness of my situation, and the want of 
warm clothing and proper nursing, thou^ my In- 
dian wife, as far as she knew how, was always ready, 
even solicitous, to do every thing for me she could. 



;..,Googic 



16S DISIflBBIS HIB WIFK. 

■tiU kept me very much indisposed, which Maqnina 
pCTceiving, he finally told me, that if I did not like 
living with my wife, and that was the cause of my 
being so sad, I might part with her. This prvpoaai 
I readily accepted, and the next day Maquina want 
her badt to her father. 

On parting with me, she discovered much emt^ 
tion, begging me that I would suffer her to remain 
till I hod recovered, aa there was no one who would 
take so good care of me as herself. But when I told 
her she must go, for that I did not think I should 
ever get well, which, in truth, I but little expected, 
and that her father would take good care of her, and 
treat her mu<^ more kindly than Maquina, she totJt 
an affectionate leave, telling me that she hoped I 
■hould soon get better, and left her two slaves to 
take care of me. 

Though I rejoiced at her departure, I was great- 
ly affected with the simple expressions of her r^ard 
for me, and could not but ftel strongly interested 
Gx this poor girl, who, in all her conduct towards 
me, bod discovered so much mildness, and attm- 
tion to my wishes ; and, had it not been that I coi^ 
ndered her aa an almost insuperable obstacle to my 
being permitted to leave the country, 1 dmnld, no 
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doubt, have felt the deprivation of her loclety a real 
loss. After her departure, I requested Msquina, 
that, as I had parted with my wife, he would permit 
me to resume my European dress, as, otherwise, 
from not having been kccustomed to dress like them, 
I should <»rtainly die> To this he consented, and I 
ODce more became comfortably clad. 

Change of clothing, but more than all, the hiqpes 
which I now b^an to indulge, that in the course of 
the Bunmier I should be able to escape, in a short 
time restored me to health, bo far, that I could 
again go to work in making harpoons for Maquina, 
who probably, fearing that he should have to. part 
with me, determined to provide himself with a good 
stock. 

I shall not, however, long detain the reader with 
a detail of occurrences that intervened between this 
period and that of my escape, which, from that 
dull uniformity that marks the savage life, would be, 
in a measure, but a repetition, nor dwell upon that 
mental torture I endured, tiatn a constant conflict of 
hope and fear, when the former, almost wearied out 
with repeated disappointment, ofiered to our sink- 
ing hearts no prospect of release but death, to 
which we were constantly exposed from the brutal 



D.5.i.i=t; ^ Google 



194 DISMISSAL OF HIS VIFS. 

ignorance and sange dispoaition of the common 
people, who, in the various councils that were held 
this seaatHi to det^toine what to do with us, in case 
of the arrival of a ship, were almost alwsyi for 
putting us to death, expecting by diat means to con- 
ceal the murder of our crew, and to throw the blame 
of it on some other tribe. These barbaroua senti- 
ments were, however, uniTersallf opposed by Ma- 
quioa and bis chiefs, who would not consent to our 
being injured. But as some of their customs and 
traits of national character, which I think deserving 
of notice, have not been menticned, I shall proceed 
to give an account of than. 

The office of king or chief ^is, with dioee pe<^e, 
hereditary, and descends to the eldest son, or, in foil- 
ure of male issue, to the elder brother, who, in the 
regal line, is considered as the second person in the 
kingdom. At feasts, as I have observed, the king 
is always placed in the highest, or seat o£ honour, 
and the chiefs according to their respective ranks, 
which appear, in general, to be determined by tb^ 
afiinity to the royal family ; they are also designa^ 
ed by die embellishments of their mantles, or Kut- 
saks. The king, or head Tyee, is their leader in 
war, in the managemmt of which he is perfectly ah- 
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solute. He is also preudent of their councils, which 
are almost atways regul&ted by his opiDion. But be 
has no kind of power over the property of hii sub- 
ject*, nor con he require them to contribute to his 
wants, being, in this respect, no more privileged 
than any other person. He has, in common with his 
chiefs, the right of holding slaves, which is not en- 
joyed by private individuals, a r«^ulation probably 
arising from their having been originally cspdveS 
tskev in battle, the spoiU of war being understood 
as ^pertiuning to the king, who receives and appor- 
tions them among his several chiefs and warriors, 
according to their rank and deserts. 

In c<Mifomiitjr with this idea, the plunder of the 
Boston was all deposited in Maquina's house, who 
distributed part of it among his chi^, according to 
their respective ranks or degree of &vour with him. 
giving to one three hundred muskets, to another 
one hundred and fifly, with other things in like pro- 
portion. The king in, however, obliged to support 
his dignity by making frequent entertainments; 
and whenever he receives a large ^pply of provi- 
sion, he must invite all the men of his tribe to his 
house, to eat it up j otherwise, as Maquina told me, 
he would not be crasidned as conducting like a 
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Tyee, and would be no more thougbt of than « 
oonunon man. 

With r^ard to their religion, they believe in 
the existence of a Supreme Being, whom they call 
Quahootxe, and who, to use Maquina'a expression, 
was one great Tyee in the sky, who gave them their 
fish, and could take them from them, and was the 
greatest of all kings. Their usual place of worship 
appeared to be the water ; for, whenever they bath- 
ed, diey addressed some words in form of prayer to 
the God above, entreating that he would preserve 
them in health, give them good success in fishing, 
&c. These prayers were repeated, with much more 
energy, on preparing for whaling, or for war, as I 
have already mentioned. 

S<Hne of them would sometimes go several miles 
to bathe, in order to do it in secret. The reason for 
this I could never learn, though I am induced to 
think it was in consequence of some &mily or pri- 
vate quarrel, and that they did not wish what they 
said to be heard ; while, at other times, they would 
repair in the same secret manner to the woods to 
pray. This was more particularly the case with die 
women, who might also have been prompted by « 
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soitiment of decency to retire for the purpose of 
botluDg, aa they are remarkably modest. 

I once fotmd one of our women more than two 
miles from the village, on her knees in' the woods, 
with her eyes shot, and her tkce turned towBrds 
hea.vea, uttering words in a lamentable tone, among 
which I distinctly heard Wocash ^A-ne/f A, meaning 
Good Lord, and which has nearly the same signifi- 
cation with Qushootze. Though I came very near 
her, she appeared not to notice me, but continued 
her devotions ; and I have frequently seen the wo- 
men go alone into the woods, evidently for the pur- 
pose of addressing themselves to a superior being, 
and it was always verj perceptible on their return, 
when they had been thus employed, from their si- 
lence and melancholy looks. 

They have no belief, however, in a state of future 
enstence, as I discovered, in conversation with Ha- 
quina, at Tootooech's death, on my attempting to 
convince him that he still existed, and th^ he would 
again see him after his death ; but be could compre> 
liNid nothing of it, and pointing to the ground, said, 
that there waa the end of him, and that he was like 
that. Nor do they believe in ghosts, notwithstand- 
ing the case of Tootoosch would appear to contra* 
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diet this awertiwi j but th«t was a remarkable in- 
stance, and tudt a one as had nerer been known to 
occur before ; yet, from the mummeriei performed 
over the lick, it is very apparent that they bdiere 
in the agency of apirits, as they attribute diseases to 
some evil one that has entered the body of the pa- 
tient. Neither have lliey any priests, unless a kind 
of conjuror may be so considered, who sings and 
prays over the sick, to drive aw«^ the evil spirit. 

On the birth of twins, they have a moat singular 
custom, which, I [resume, has its origin in some i^ 
ligious opinion ; but what it ia I could never satia- 
fiustorily learn. The fhtber is prohibited for the 
space of two years &am eating any kind of meat, or 
fi«sh fish ; during which time, be does no kind of 
labour whatever, being supplied with what he has 
occasion for Irom die tribe. In the meantinae, he 
and his wifb, who is also obliged to conform to die 
same abstinence, with their children, live entirely 
separate from the others, a small hut being built for 
dieir accommodation; and he is never invited'to 
any of the feasts, except such as consist wholly of 
dried provision, wh^e he is treated with great re- 
spect, and seated among the diiefs, though no more 
himself than a private individoal. 
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Sudi births are very rare among them. Ao in- 
stance of the kind, however, occurred while I waa 
at Taahees the Uat time ; but it was the only one 
known since the reign of the former king. The fa- 
ther always appeared very tbou^ttul and gkxxmy, 
never associated with the other inhalHtants, and was 
at none of the feasts, but sndi as wer^ entirely of 
dried provision ; and of this he eat not to excess, 
and constantly retired before the amusements com- 
menced. His dress was very plain, and he wore 
around his head the red fillet <^ bark, the qrmbot 
of mourning and devotion. It was his daily prac- 
tice to repair to the monntun, with a diiefi rattle 
in hia hand, to aing and pr^y as Hsqnina in- 
fiinned me, for the fish to cosne into their wa- 
ters. When not thus employed, he kept continual- 
ly at home, except when sent for to sing and per- 
form hia ceremtxiiea over the side, being considn- 
ed as a sacred character, and one much in favour 
with their gods. 

These people are remarkably healthful, and live 
to a very advanced age, having qnite a youthfiil ^>- 
pearance for their years. TIv7 have scarcely any 
disease bnt Ae ^olic, thnr remedy for iriiidi is 
fHction, a person rubbing the bowels of the rick 
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^ialentiy, until the pain bta subsided, while the con- 
jnior or holj^ man is employed, in the meantime, 
in Snaking his gestures, singing, and repeating cer- 
tain words, and blowing <^ the evil spirit, when the 
patient is wrapped up in a beaivaldn, in wder to 
prodnce perspindi(»i. 

Their cure for the rhenmatiam, or umiUr pains, 
which I saw applied bj Maquina, in the case of 
Tbompson, to whom it gave relief, is by cutting oe 
scarifying the part affected. In dressing wounds. 
Ihey simply wash them with salt water, and bind 
them up with a strip of cloth, or the bark of a tree. 
They are, however, vtxy expert and successful in 
the cure of fractured or dislocated limbs, reducing 
than very dexterously, and after binding them up 
widi bark, supporting them with blocks of wood, so 
at to preserve their poratitm. 

During dte whole time I was among them, but 
five natural deaths occurred,— Tootoosch and his 
two infant children, an infant son of Maquina, and 
the slave whcon I have mentiooed, — a circumstance 
not a little remarkable in a population of about fif- 
teen hundred ; and y respects child-birth, so light 
do they make of it, that I have seen their women. 
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the day after, «nployed ss usual, as if litde or no- 
thing had happened. 

The Xootki&ns, in their conduct towards each 
other, are in general pacific and inofienuve, and ap- 
pear by no means an iU>tempered race'; for I do not 
recollect any instance of a violent quarrel between 
any of the men, or the men and their wires, while 
I was with them, that of Yealtblower excepted. But 
when they are in the least offended, they appear to 
be ja the most violent rage, acting like so many nui- 
niacs, foaming at the month, kicking and spitting 
most furiously ; but this is rather a fashion with 
them than a demonstration of malignity, as in their 
public speeches they use the same violence, and he 
is esteemed the greatest orator who bawls the loud- 
est, stamps, tosses himself about, foams, and spits 
the most. 

In speaking of their r^ulations, I have mnitted 
mentioning, that, on attaining the age of seventeen, 
the eldest son of a chief is considered as a chief him- 
self, and that, whenever the father makes a present, 
it is always done in the name of his eldest son ■ or, 
if he has none, in that of his daughter. The chiefs 
frequently purchase their wives at the age of eight 
or ten, to prevent their being engaged by others. 
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though they do not Uke them from that parents 
until they are sixteen. 

With regard to dimste, the greater psrt of die 
spring, summer, and autnmn, is very plessant, the 
weadter being at no time oppressively hot, itnd the 
winters unccHnmonly mild, for so high a latitude, at 
least as far as my ^wrience went. At Tashees 
and Gooptee, where we passed the coldest part of 
the season, the winter did not set in till late in De- 
cember ; not have I era known the ice, even on the 
fresh water ponds, more than two or three inches in 
thickness, or a snow exceeding four inches in depth ; 
bat what is vandng in snow is amply made up in 
rain, as I have frequently known it, during the win- 
ter months, rain almost incessantly for five or six 
di^t in succestdoo. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ARRIVAL OF THE BBia LYDIA^BTHATAflfiU OF 
THE AUTHOR ITB BUCCBSE. 

It was now paat mid-rammer, and die hopes we 
had indulged of our release became daily more 
&int, for, though we had heard of no lees than seven 
vessels on the coatt, yet none appeared iodined to 
venture to Nootka. The destruction of the Boeton, 
the largest, strongest, and best equipped sh^, with 
the most valuable cargo of my that had ever been 
fitted for the North- West trade, had inspired the 
coiumanders of others whh ■ general dread of cran- 
ing thither, lest they should share the same fate; 
and though in the letters I wrote (imploring those 
who ahonld receive them to come to the relief of 
two nnforttmate Christians who were suffering 
among heathens) I stated the cause of the Boston's 
capture, and diatthere was not the least danger in 
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comiag to Nootka, provided they would follow the 
directi<KU I laid down, still I felt very little encoO' 
ragement, that any of these letters would come to 
band, when, on the morning of the nineteenth of Ju- 
ly, a day that wOl be ever held by me in grateful 
remembrance of the mercies of God, while I was 
employed irith Thompson in forging daggers lor 
the king, my ears were saluted with the joyfiil 
sound of three cannon, and the cries of the inhit- 
bitants, exclaiming, JFeena, weaia—Mamethke — 
that is, strangers — white men. 

Soon after, several of oor people came rmmiiig 
into the house, to inform me that a vessel under full 
sail was coming into the harbour. Though my heart 
bounded with joy, I repressed my feelings, and af- 
fecting to pay no attention to what was. said, told 
Thompson to be on his guard, and not betray any 
joy, as our release, and perhaps our lives, depended 
on our conducting ourselves so as to induce the na- 
tives to suppose we were not very anxious to leave 
them. We continued our work as if nothing had 
happened, when, in a few minutes after, Maquina 
came in, and seeing us at work, appeared much sur- 
prised, and asked me if I did not know that a ves- 
sel had come. I answered in a careless manner. 
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that it vas nothing to me. Hot, J<^, uid li«, 
you no glad go board? I replied, that I cared very 
little about it, at I had become reconciled to thnr 
maiuier of living] and had no wish to go away. He 
then told me, that he had called a council of his 
people respecting us, and that we must leare off 
work, and be present at it. 

The men having assembled at Maquina's house, 
he asked them what was their opinion should be 
done with Thompson and myself, now a vessel had 
arrived, and whether he had not better go on board 
himself, to make a trade, and procure such articles 
as were wanted. Each one of the tribe who wished 
gave bis opinion. Some were for putting us to 
death, and pretending to the strangers that a difier- 
ent nation had cut off the Boston, while others, less 
barbarous, were for sending us fifteen or twenty 
miles back into the country, until the departure of 
the vesseL These, however, were the sentiments 
of the common pe(^>le, the chiefs opposing our be- 
ing put to death, or injured, and several of them, 
among the most forward of whom were Yealthlower 
and the young chief, Toonnniiakimuth, were fen' im- 
mediately releasing us ; but this, if he could avi»d 
II 
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it, by no meaiu appeared to aesard widi Hsquini's 
wiihec 

Having mentioDed Toovinnakiimish, I dull 
briefly obaerre, that he was a young man o( abont 
twenty-three yean old, the only aon of Too p c c - 
•hnttee, the <rfdeflt and moat respected chief of the 
tribe. His eon bad always been remarkably kind 
and friendly to me, and I had in return frequent- 
ly made for him daggers, cfaeetoolths, and otiber 
things, in my best manner. He was one of tbe 
bandflomest men among them, very amiable, and 
mudi milder in his manners than any of tite others, 
ai well as neater both in his person and bouse, at 
least bis apartment, without even exceptmg Ha- 
quina. 

With regard, however, to Maquina's going on 
board tbe vessel, which he discovered a strtrng 
inclination to do, tbere was bnt one opinion, all 
remonstrating against it, telling him that die cap- 
tain would kill him or keep him prisoner, in ocmae- 
qaeDoe of his having destroyed our diip. When 
Maquina had heard their c^inions, be uAd them 
that he was not afraid of being hurt from going on 
board the vessel, but that he would, howovw, as it 



;..,Googic 



t«ta LYSiA. so? 

respected dut, be guided hj John, whom he had si- 
mys foond tme. He then turned to me, and aAed 
me if I thought diere wonld be any danger in hia go> 
ing on board. I answered, that I wu not surpiged Ht 
the advice his people had given him, unacquainted 
as they were with the manners of the white men, 
and jodgiflg them by tbeir own^ but if they had 
been with them as mudi as I had, or even hims^, 
they would think very different That he had al- 
moat always experienced good and dvil treatnunt 
from them, nor had be any reason to fear the can> 
trary now, as they never attempted to barm those 
who did not injure diem, and if he wished to ga on 
board, he might do it, in my c^inion, with security. 
After reflecting a few moments, he said, with 
much apparent satis&ction, that if I would write 
a letter to tbe captain, telling him good of him, that 
be had treated Thompson and myself kindly since 
we had been with him, and to use him well, be 
would go. It may easily be supposed that I felt 
much joy at this determination, but knowing that 
the least incaution might annihilate all my hopes of 
escape, was careful not to manifest it, and to treat his 
going or staying as a matter perfectly indifferent to 
me. I taid him, that if he wished me to write sudi 
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a letter, I lud no otgection, aa it wu the truth, other- 
wise I could not have done it. 

I then proceeded to write the recMnmendatory 
letter, which the reader will naturally imagine wu 
of a somewhat different tenor from the one he had 
required ; for, if deception b in any caae. warrant- 
able, it was certainly so in a situation like ours, 
iriiere the only chance of regaining that freedom, of 
which we had been so unjustly deprived, depended 
uptHi it ; and 1 trust that few, even of the roost rigid, 
will condemn me with severity for making use of it, 
on an occasion which afforded me the only hope of 
ever more beholding a Christian country, and pre- 
serving myself, if not from death, at least from a 
life of continued suffering. 

The letter which I wrote was nearly in the follow- 
ing terms : — 

To Captain 



of the Brig- 



SiR, Nootka, July ig, 1805. 

The bearer of this letter is the Indian king by the 

name of Maquina. He was the instigator of the 

capture of the ship Boston, of Boston, in North 

America, John Salter captain, and of the murder 
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of twenty-five men of her crew, die two only aur- 
vivora being now on shore — Wherefore I hope you 
will take care to confine him according to his meritS) 
putting in your dead-lights, and keeping so good a 
watch over liini, that he cannot escape from yon. 
By so doing we shall be able to obtain our release in 
the course of a few hours. 

JoHiT R. Jbwitt, Armourer of the Button, 
for himulfand 

JoHv Thompson, Stal^maierofthtutid Ship. 

I have been »&ed how I dared to write in this 
manner i My answer is, that, from my long reai- 
drace among these people, I knew that I had little 
to apprehend from their anger on hearing of their 
king being confined, while they knetr his life de* 
pended upon my release, and that they would sooner 
have given up five hundred white men than have 
had him injured. This vrill serve to explain the little 
apprehension I felt at their menaces afterwards, 
for otherwise, sweet as liberty was to me, 1 should 
hardly have ventured on so hazardoiu an experi- 
ment 

On my giving the letter to Maquiua, he asked 
me to explain it to him. This I did line by line. 
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ss he pointed them out with his finger, but in a 
■ense very different from the real, giving him to 
understand that I bad written to the captain, that as 
he had been kind to me aince I had been taken by 
bhn, that it was my wish diat the captain should 
treat him acconlmgly, and give him what molaBses, 
biscuit, and rum, he wanted. When I had finished, 
phicitig hia Gagex in a significant manner on my 
name at the bottom, and eyeing me with a look 
that aeetned to read my imnost tfaoaghti, he said to 
me, " Jcim, you no lie ?" Never did I undergo 
muh a acrutiny, oc ever experience greater ap|we- 
benaiona than I felt at that moment, wboi my deft- 
tiny was auspended coi the slighteat thread, and the 
leaat mark of emharraaament on mine, or auqiicion 
of treachery oa his part, would probably have ren- 
dered my lite the sacrifice. Fwrtunately I was able 
to preserve my composure, and my being painted .in 
the Indian numner, which Maquina had, since my 
maniage, required of me, prevented any change ia 
my countenance from being noticed, and I replied 
wilb conaiderdtle promptitude, looking at hiuL in 
my turn, with all the confidence I could muator, 
" Why do yon ask me such a questicm, Tyee ? have 
you ever known me to lie f " — " No."—" Then how 
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can yaa auppoie I ehonld tell you a lie now, since 
I bare never done it i" Aa I was speaking, he still 
continued looking at me with the same pierdng eye, 
but observing nothing to excite hie suspicion, he 
uAd me that be believed what I said wks true, and 
diat he would go on board, and gave orders to get 
ready his canoe. His chiefs again attempted to 
dissoade htm, using every argument for that pur- 
pose, while his wive* crowded around him, b^^ng 
him, on theb knees, not to trust himself with the 
white men. Fortunately for my companion and 
myself, so strong was his wish of going on board 
the vessel, that he was deaf to their soUcitatiOTis, 
■nd making no other reply to them, than, " John 
no lie," left the house, taking four prime skins with 
him as a present to the captain. 

Scarcely had the canoe pnt off, when he ordored 
his m^i to stop, and calling to me, asked me if I 
did not want to go on board with him. SuspecU 
ing this as a question merely intended to ensnan 
me, I replied that I had no wish to do it, not tu* 
ving any desire to leave them. 

On going on board the brig, Maquina immediately 
gave his present of skins and my letter to the cap* 
taht, who, on reading it, asked him into the cabin. 
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wbere he give bim some biscuit and a gUsa of rum, 
at tbe some time, privately directing his mate to go 
forward, and return with fire or six of the men 
armed. When thej appeared, the captain tcdd 
Maquina that he was hii priwmer, and BhouJd con- 
tinne ao, until the two men, whom he knew to be 
on shore, were released, at the same time ordering 
him to be pat in irons, and the windows secured, 
which was instantly done, and a couple at men 
placed as a guard over him, Maquina was gready 
surprised and terrified at this reception ; he, how- 
ever, made no attempt to resist, but requested the 
captain to permit one of his men to come and see 
faim. One of them was accordingly called, and 
Maquina said something to him which the '^ pt ai" 
did not understand, but supposed to be an order to 
release us, when the man, returning to the canoe, it 
was paddled off with the utmost expedition to the 
^ore. As the canoe i^proached, the inhabitants, 
who had all collected upcKi the beadh, manifested 
some uneasiness at not seeing their king on board ; 
but when, on Its arrival, they were told that the 
cf^tain had made him a prisoner, and that John 
had spoke baa about him in the letter, they bU, 
both men and women, set up a loud howl, and ran 
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backwards and forwards upon the shore like so 
numy lunaticB, scratching their &ces, and tearing 
the hair in hacdfuls &oid their heads- 
After they had beat &bout in this manner for some 
time, the men ran to their huts for their weapons, 
as if preparing to attack an invading enemy ; while 
Maquiha's wlvee, and the rest of the women, came 
anrand me, and throwing themselves on their knees, 
begged me with tears to spare his life, and Sat-sat- 
sak-sis, who kept constantly with me, taking me l^ 
the hand, wept bitterly, and joined his entreaties to 
theirs, that 1 would not let the white men kill his 
father. I told them not to afflict themselves, tlut 
Maquina's life was in no danger, nor would the least 
bsrm be done to him. 

The men were, however, extremely exasperated 
with me, more particularly the common people, who 
came running in the most iimous manner towards 
me, brandishing their weapons, and threatening to 
cut me in pieces no bigger than their thumb nails, 
while others declared they would bum me alive over 
a alow fire, suspended by my heels, All this fury, 
however, caused me but little alarm, as I felt ccm- 
vinced they would not dare to execute tbeir threats 
while the king was on board the brig. 
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The chiefs took no part in this violent conduct, 
bat caHie to me, and inquired the reason why Ma- 
quioa bad been thus Seated, and if the captain in- 
taided to kill him. I told them, that if they would 
aileoce the pet^e, so that I could be heaidf I would 
explain all to them. They immediately put a 8t<^ 
to the noia^ when I infonued them that the captain, 
in confining Haquina, had done it only in order to 
make them release ThompscHi and myself as he well 
knew we were with tliem, and if they would do 
ibat, their king would reccdve no injury, but be well 
treated, otherwise he would be kept a prisoner. 

Aa many oi them did not xppeai to be satisfied 
widi this, and began to rq>eat their murderous 
threats — Kill me, said I to them, if it is your wish, 
growing open the bear-akin which I wore ; here is 
my breast, I am only oae anumg so many, and can 
nuke no resistance ; but unless you wish to see your 
king hangi'tg by hia neck to that pole, pointing to 
the yard-arm t^ the brig, and the sailors firing at 
him with bullets, you will not do it O no I was the 
general cry, that must never be ; but what must we 
doi I told them that their best plan would be to 
tead Thompson on board, to desire the captain to 
use Maquioa wdl till I waa released, which would 
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be MMHi. This ihej irere perfec&y willing to do, 
and I directed Thompioii to go on board. But he 
objectedj saying, &at be would not leave me alone 
with the MTOgeB. I told him not to be unda any 
fesr tist me, for that, if I could get him off, I could 
manage well enough for myMlf, and that I wished 
him, immediatdy on getting tm board the brig, to 
Me the captain, and requeat him to keep Uaquina 
close till I was released, as I was in no danger while 
he hod bim safe. 

When I saw Thompson off, I aaked the natives 
what they intended to do with me. They said I 
must talk to the captain again, in another letter, and 
tdl him to let his boat otnne on shore with Maquins, 
and diat I should be ready to jump into the boat at 
the same time Maquina should jump on alunre. I 
told them that the captain, who knew that they had 
killed my shipmates, woald never trust bis men so 
near the ebon, for (etr tfaey would kill them too, as 
they were so much more numerous ; but that, if 
they would select any three of their number to go 
widi me in a canoe, when we came within hail, I 
would desire the captain to send his boat with Ha- 
quina, to receive me in exchange for him. 

This appeared to please than, and, after some 



;..,Googic 



S16 STBATAGSH OF 

wbiaperiD^ among the chiefs, who, fr<nii irhat wordg 
I overheard, concluded, that, if the captain shouhl 
refiue to send ins boat with Maquina, the three men 
would have no difficulrr in bringing me back witb 
them, they agreed to my proposal, and selected three 
of their stmiteat men to convey me. Fortunately, 
having been for some time accustomed to see me 
armed, and suspecting no design on my part, they 
paid no attention to the pistols that I had about me. 

As I was going into the canoe, little Sat-sat-sak- 
sis, who could not bear to part with me, asked me, 
with an affecting simf^dty, since I was going away 
to leave hhn, if the white men would not let his &- 
tber come on ahare, and not kill faim. I told him 
not to be coneemed, for that no one should injure 
his ftther ; when, taking an afiectionste leave of me, 
and again begging me not to let the white men hurt 
his fioher, he ran to comfort his mother, who was 
at a little distance, with tlie assorances I had given 
him. 

On entering the canoe, I seated mysdf in the 
prow facing the Xbree men, having determined, if it 
was practicable, from the moment I found Maquina 
was secured, to get on board the vessel before he 
was released, ht^nng, by that means, to be enid>le(I 



;.., Google 



ITS BCCCESS. 217 

to ebtain the restoration of wh&t pn^rty, belcmg- 
ing to the Boston, still renuined in the possession 
of the savages, which I thoughtj if it could be done, 
a duty that I owed to the owners. With feelings 
of joy impossible to be described did I quit the 
savage shore, confident now that nothing could 
thwart my escape, or prevent the execution of the 
plan that I had formed, as the men appointed to 
convey and guard me were aimed with nothing but 
their paddles. 

As we came within hail of the brig, they at once 
leased' paddling, when, presenting my pistols at 
them, I ordered them instantly to go on, or I 
would shoot the whole of lh«n. A proceeding so 
wholly unexpected threw them into great constetv 
nation, and resuming their paddles, in a few mo- 
ments, to my inexpressible delight, I once mon 
fonnd myself alongside of a Christian ship, a bap- 
piness which I had almost despaired of ever again 
enjoying. All the crew crowded to the side to see 
me as the canoe came up, and manifested much joy 
at my safety. I immediately leaped on board, 
where I was wdcomed by the captun, Samuel 
Hill, of the brig Lydia of Boston, who congratu* 
lated me on my escape, informing me that he had 
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received my letter off KloU-zart, from the chief 
Machee Ulatills, who came off himself in his canoe, 
to deliver it to him, on which he immediately pro- 
c^eded hither lo aid me. I returned turn my thanks 
in the best manner I could for his humanity, though 
I hardly knew what I «aid, sacb was the agitated 
state of my feelings at that moment, with joy tot 
my escape, thankfulness to the Supreme Being, 
who had so mercifulfy preserved me, and grati- 
tude to those whom he had rendered iDstrumental 
in my delivery, that I have no doubt, that, what 
with my strange dress, beiog painted with red and 
black from head to foot, having a bear-skin wi^>- 
ped around me, and my loDg bair, which I was 
not alloved to cut, taatened on the top of my head 
in a large bunch, with a sprig of green spruce, I 
must have appeared- more like one deranged than 
a rational creature, aa Captain HOI afterwards told 
me, that he never saw any thing in the form <tf 
man look so wild as I did when I first came on 
board. 

The captain then a^ed me into the cabin, where . 
I found Maquina in ircms, with a guard over him. 
He looked vay melancholy, but on seeing me, his 
countenance brightened up, and he expressed his 
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pleasure with tlie welcome of'Wocash John;" 
irhen, taking him by the hand, I asked the captain's 
permiBsion to take off his irons, assuring him, tha.t,u 
I was with him, there was no danger of his being in 
the least troublesome. He accordingly consented, 
and I felt a sincere pleasure in freeing from fetters 
B man, who, though he had caused the death of my 
poor comrades, had, nevertheless, always proved my 
IHend and protector, and whom I had requested to 
be thus treated, only with a view of securing my 
liberty. Maquina smiled, and appeared much pleas- 
ed at this niark of attention from me. When I had 
freed the king from his irons, Captain Hill wished 
to leom the particulars of our capture, observing, 
that an account of the destruction of the ship and 
her crew had been received at Boston before he sail- 
ed, but that nothing more was known, except that 
two of the men were living, for whose rescue the 
owners had ofifered a liberal reward, and that he had 
been able to get nothing out of the old man, whom 
die sailors had supplied bo plentifully with grog, as 
to bring him too much by the bead to give any in- 
formation. 

I gave him a correct statement of the whole pro- 
ceeding, together with the manner in which my life 
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and that of my comrade bad been preserved. On 
bearing my story, he was greatly irritated against 
Maquina, and uid he ought to be killed. I obierr- 
ed, that, however ill he might have acted in taking 
our ship, yet that it might, perhaps, be wrong to 
judge an uniaformed savage with the same severity 
as a civilized person, who bad the light of religion 
and the laws of society to guide him : That Ma- 
quina's conduct, in taking our ship, arose from an 
insult that he thought he had received A-oin Captain 
Salter, and from the unjustifiable conduct of some 
masters of vessels, who had robbed him, and, with- 
out provocation, killed a number of his people. Be- 
sides, that a regard for the safety of odiers ought to 
prevent his being put to death, as I had lived long 
enough with these people to know that revenge of 
an injury is held sacred by them, and that they 
would not fail to retaliate, should we kill th«r king, 
on the first vessel or boat's crew diat should give 
them an opportuiu^ ; and that, though he might 
consider executing him as bnt an act of justice, h 
would probably cost the lives of many Americans. 

The captain appeared to be convinced, from what 
I said, of the impolicy of taking Maquina's life, and 
said that be would leave it wholly with me wheth^ 
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to spare or kill him, as he was resolved to incur no 
censure in either case. I replied, diat I most cer- 
tainly should never take the life of a man irho had 
preserved mine, had I no other reason; but, as 
there was some of the Boston's property still re- 
maining on shore, I considered it a du^ that I ov- 
ed to those who were interested in that ship to 
try to save it for them; and, with that view, I 
thought it would be well to keep him on board till 
it waa given up. He concurred in this proposal, 
sayinjf, if there was any of the property left, it most 
CMlainly ought to be got. 

During this conversation, Maquina was in great 
anxiety, as, from what Englisli he knew, be per- 
fectly comprehended the subject of Our delibera- 
tion ; constantly interrupting me, to inquire what 
we had determined to do with him, — ^what the cap- 
tain said, — if his life would be spared, — and if 
I did not think that Thompson would kill him. I 
pacified bim as well as I was able, by telling him, 
that he bad nothing to fear from the captain ; that 
he would not be hurt ; and that, if Thompson wish- 
ed to kill him, he would not be allowed to do it. 
He would then remind me, that I was indebted to 
hun for my life, and that I ought to do by him as 
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he had done by me. I assured bim that suc^ wu 
my intention ; and I requested him to remain quiet, 
and not alarm himself, as no harm waa intended 
bim. Bat I found it extremely difficult to convince 
him of this, as it accorded so little irith the ideas of 
revenge entertained by them. I told him, however, 
that he must restore all the property still in his pos- 
aession belonging to tLe ship. This he was perfect- 
ly ready to do, happy to escape on such terms. 

But as it was now past five, and too late for the 
articles to be collected and brought off, I told htm 
that he must content himself to remain on board 
with me that night, and in the morning he shonld 
be set on shore, as soon as the things were deliver^ 
ed. To this he agreed, on condition that I would 
remain with him in the cabin. I then went upon 
deck, and the canoe that brought me luTing been 
sent back, I hailed the inhabitants, and told them 
that th«r king had agreed to stay on board till the 
next day, when he would return ; but that no ca- 
noes must sttempt to. come near the vessel during 
the night, as they would be fired upon. They an- 
swered, Wolio, nioAo— Very weU, very welt. 

I then returned to Maquma ; but so great were 
his terrors, that be would not allow me to ale^ 
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ctHittantljr distnrbtng me with bis questions, and r»- 
peatmg, " John, you know, when you was alone, 
and more than five hundred men were your enemies, 
I waa yoar {riead, and prevented them from put- 
ting you and Thompson to death ; and now I am in 
the power of your friends, you ought to do the 
same by me," I sasuied him that he would be de- 
tained on board no longer than whilst the property 
was released; and that, as soon as it was done, he 
would be set at liberty. 

At day-break, I hailed the natives, and told them 
that it was Maquina's order that they should bring 
off the cuiDottt and' anchors, and whatever remain- 
ed with them of^ie ciago of the sh^ This they 
set about doing with the utmost expedition, trans- 
porting the cannon and anchors by lashing together 
two of their largest canoes, and covering them with 
planks ; and, in the course of two hours, they deli- 
vered every thing on board that I could recollect, 
with Thompson's and my chest, containing the pa> 
pers of the ship, &c. 

When every thing belonging to the ship had been 
restored, Maquina was permitted to return in his 
canoe, which bad been sent for him, with a present 
of what skins be had collected, which were about 
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■ixtyi Cor the captain, in acknowledgment of Ilia 
having spared his life, and allowed bim to depart 
unhnrL 

Sudi was also the transport he felt when C^ttain 
HQl came into the cabin, and b^ him that be waa 
at liber^ to go, that he thiew off hie mantle, which 
consisted of four of the very best skiutj and gave it 
to him, as a mark of bis gratitude ; in return for 
which, the captain preacDted bim with a new great- 
coat and bat, with which he appeared much de- 
lighted* The captain then desired me to infbnn 
' bim, that be should return to that part of the coast 
in November, and that be wished him to keep what 
skint he should get, which be would buy of him. 
This Maquina promised, saying to me at tbe same 
time, '■ John, you know I shall be thai at Tashees ; 
but when you come, make pow," — which means, fire 
ft gun, — " to let me know, and I will come down." 
When he came to the side of the brig, he shook me 
cordially by the band, and told me that he hoped I 
would come to see him again in a big ship, and 
bring much plenty of blankets, biscuit, molasses, 
and rum, for him and bis son, who loved me a great 
deal, and that be would keep all tbe furs he got for 
me ; observing, at the same time, that he sbould ne- 
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ver more take a letter of reccMomendiitioD from any 
one, or evat trust hImKlf on board a veuel, unless 
I iraa diere. Then, gracing both my hands, with 
much emotion, while the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, he bade me farewell, and stepped into the 
canoe, which immediately paddled him on ahore. 

Notwithstanding my joy at my deliverance, and 
the pleasing anticipation 1 felt of once more behold- 
ing a civilised country, and again being permitted 
to offer up my devotions in a Christian chnish, I 
could not avoid experiencing a painful sensation on 
parting with the aavage diief^ who had preserved 
my life, and in general treated me with kindness, 
and, considering their ideas and maaners, much 
better tiian could have been e^>ected. 

My pleasure was also greatly damped by an un- 
fortunate accident that occurred to Toowinnakinniah. 
That interesting young chief had come on board in 
the first canoe In the morning, anxious to see and 
comfort his king. He was received with much 
kindness by Obtain Hill, from the favourable ac- 
count I gave of faim, and invited to remain on board. 
As the muskets were delivered, he was in the cabin 
with Maquina, where was also the captain, who, on 
receiving themi snapped a number, In order to try 
k2 
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the locks. Unluckily, one of them happened to be 
loaded widi awan-ihot, and, going off, diBcharged 
its contents into the body of poor Toow fainak inn isb, 
who was sitting ofFposite. On hearing the report, 
I instantly ran into the cabin, where I found him 
weltering in his blood, with the captaUD, who was 
gready shocked at the accident, endeaTouring to 
assist him. 

We raised him up, and did every thing in oar 
power to aid and comfort him, telling him, that we 
felt much grieved at bis misfortune, and that it was 
wholly miinteiitional. This he told me he was per- 
fectly satisfied of; and while we dressed and bound 
up his wounds, in the best manim we could, he 
bore the pain, with great calmness, and, bidding me 
farewell, was put o^ board one of the canoes, and 
taken on shore, whefe, after languishing a few days, 
he expired. To me his misfortune was a source o£ 
much affliction, as he had no share in the massacre 
of our crew, was of a most amiable character, and 
had always treated me with the greatest kindness 
and hospitality. 

The brig being under weigh, immediately oa M*- 
quina's quitting us, we proceeded to the northward. 



.i.i=t; .., Google 



TOTAGE TO THE »OXTHWABD. "827 

cmuUntly keeping the sbore in aight, and touching 
at varioua places for the purpose of trading. 

Having alreadjr exceeded the bounds I had pre> 
scribed myself, 1 shall not attempt any account of 
our voyage upon the coast, or a description of the 
various nations we met with in the course of it, 
among whtnn were a people of a very singular ap- 
pearance, called by the sailors the Wooden-lipt- 
Th^ have many skins, and the trade is principally 
managed by their women, who are not only expert 
in making a bargtun, but are as dexterous in the 
management of their canoes as the men are else- 
where. 

After a period of nearly four months from our 
leaving Nootka, we returned from the northward to 
Columbia river, for die purpose of procuring masts, 
Ac ior our brig, which had suffered considerably in 
her spars daring a gale of wind. We proceeded 
about ten miles up the river to a snuill Indian vil- 
lage, where we heard from the inhabitants, that 
Cqibdns Clark and Lewis, from the United States of 
America, had been there about a fdrbiight before, 
on their journey over-land, and had left several me- 
dah with them, which they showed us. The river 
at tiiis place is of considerable breadth, and both 
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■ides of it, &om its entrance) covered with forests of 
the veiy finest pine timber, fir and spnice, inter- 
spersed with Indian settlements. 

From this place, after providing ourselveB with 
■pars, we sailed for Nootka, where we arived in the 
latter part of Norember. The tribe being absent 
the agreed signal was given l^ firing a cannon, and 
in a.few hours after, a canoe appeared, which land- 
ed at the village, and putting the king on shore, 
camet off to the brig-^Inquiry was immediately 
made hy Kinneclimmits, who was one of the three 
men in the canoe, if JiAn was there, as the king 
had some skins to sell them, if he was. I then went 
forward, and invited Ihem on board, with whidi 
they readUy complied, telling me that.Maquina had 
a number of skins with him, but that he would not 
oome on board unless I would go on shore for hiio. 
This I agreed to, provided diey would remain in 
die brig iu the mean time. To this they consulted, 
and the captain taking than into the cabin, treated 
them with bread and mtdasses. I then went oa 
shore in the canoe, notwithstanding the remim- 
■trances of Thompson and the captain, who, though 
he wanted the skins, advised me by no means to pat 
myadf in Maquitia's power; but I assured him that 
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I faftd no fear as long as those men were on board. 
As I landed Maquins came up and welcomed me 
with much joy; on inquiring for the men, I told 
him that they were to remain till my return. " Ah 
John," said be, " I see you are afraid to trust me, 
but if they had come with you, I should not have 
hurt you, though I should have token good care not 
to let you go on board of another vessel." He then 
took his chest of skins, and, stepping into the caaoe, 
I paddled him alongside the brig, where he was re- 
ceived and treated by Captiin Hill with the great- 
est cordiali^, who bought of him his skins. He 
left us much pleased with bis reception, inquiring 
of me how many moons it would be before I should 
come back again to see him and his son, saying, 
that he would keep all his furs for me, and that as 
soon as my son, who was then about five months 
old, was of a suitable age to take him from his mo- 
ther, he would send for him, and take care of hint 
as his own. 

As soon as Maquina had quitted us, we got under 
weigh, and stood again to the northward. We con- 
tinned on the coast until the eleventh of August 
1806, when, having completed our trade, we sailed 
fyg China, to the great joy of all our crew, and par- 
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ticnlaHy so to me. With a d^;ree of satia&cti<Mi 
that I can ill expreu, did I qoit a coast, to which I 
was resolved nothing; should again tempt me to re- 
turn, and as the tops of the tnountains sunk in the 
blue waves of the ocean, I seemed to feel my heart 
l^tened of an oppressive load. , 

We bad a prosperous passage to China, arriving 
■t Macao in December, from whence the brig pro- 
ceeded to Canton. There I bad the good fortune 
to meet a townsman and an old acquaintance, in 
the mate of an English £ast Indiaman, named Jofan 
HiU, whose fkther, a wealthy merchant in Hull, in 
the Baltic trade, was a next door neighbour to mine. 
Shortly after our arrival, the captain being on board 
of an English ship, and menticHiing -his having had 
the good fortune to liberate two men of the Boston's 
crew &om the savages, and that one of them was 
named Jewitt, my former acquaintance inunedialdy 
came on board the brig to see me. 

Words can ill expresss my feelings on seeing him. 
Circumstanced as I was, among persons who were 
endre strangers to me, to meet thus in a foreign 
land, with one between whmn and myself a ctHisi- 
derable intimiury had subaist^ was a pleasure.that 
those akme who haver been in a similai dtaatun 
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can properly eBtinuite. He appeared on his part 
no less htqtpy to see me, whom he supposed to be 
dead, as the account of our capture had been re- 
ceived in England some time before bis sailing, 
and all mj friends supposed me to have been mur- 
dered. From this young man I received every at- 
tention and aid that a feeling heart, interested in 
the fate <tf ano^er, could confor. He supplied me 
with a new suit of clothes and a hat, a small sum 
of money for my necessary expences, and a number 
of little articles for sea stores on my voyage to Ame- 
rica. I also gave him a letter for my father, in 
whidi I mentioned my wonderful preservation and 
escape, through the humanity of Captain Hill, with 
whom I should return to Boston. This letter he 
inclosed to his iather, by a ship that was just sail- 
ing, in cNmsequence of which it was received much 
earlier than it otherwise would have been. 

We left China in Feln-uary 1807, and after a 
pleasant voyage of one hundred and fourteen days, 
arrived at Boston. My feelings on once more find- 
ing myself in a Christian country, among a people 
■peaking the same language with myself, may be 
mne readily conceived dian expressed. la the 
PosUOffice in that place I found a letter fm me 
10 
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ttom mj mother, Bcknowledgiag tbe receipt of mine 
■from Cfaiiu, expressing the gre&t jo; of my family 
Ml hearing of my being alive and well, tvhtnn they 
bad for a long time given up for dead, and requesU 
ing me to write to them oa receiving her letter, 
which I accordingly did. While in Boston, I was 
treated with much kindness and hotpitality by 
the owners of the ship Boston, Messrs FranciB and 
Thomas Amory of that place, to whom I feel my- 
•elf under great <Aligations for their goodness to 
me. and the assistance which they so readily afford- 
ed a stranger in distress. 
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Names ^Ihe Crea of the Skip Boston, belonging to 
Bolton in MtuiachweU»y owned by Meiart F. and 
T. Amori), Merchants, of that place — aU of whom, e*- 
cepting two, were, on the 2Sd of March 1803, harba- 
routlff murdered by the Savages qfNootta. 



Jobo Salter, 
B. Delouiu, 
WillUm Ingntlum, 
Edward TbompHD, 
AdimSiddle, 
Philip Brawn, 

J<4U1 DDTthT, 

AbratuDi Waun, 

Fruioi Duffleld, . _ . . 

Jolin Wibon, (bUck mu,) of VirgiatK, 
WilUuB C«ldweU, 



of Dilto, 
of New York, 
ofBljpth, (Bogluid,) 
of HuU, ditto, 
of Cambtidga, (MiM-O 
of Situate, ditto, 

of PbiUd^hia, 
of Penton, (EngUnd,) 



Blacknnith. 
Steward. 
Tailor. 
Cook. 



of Newport, Ditto. 

of Ldih, (Seotluid,) Ditto. 

of Ayr, ditto. Ditto. 

of Ditto, ditto, Ditl«. 

of IbeltleoTMan, Ditto. 

of Dablin, (Irdaiid,) Ditto. 

of BlackD(7,NorfoU[,Eiig. Ditto. 

of Hull, do. Ditto. 

of StJiimra Deqiiog, do. Ditto. 

of Newcattle, do. Ditto. 

of GU^w, (Sootlaod,) Ditto. 

Norwegian, Ditto. 

Poituguew, Ditto. 

\D,t Ditto. 

of Philadelpbim Sail Maker, 

wbotsaped — niicedead. 

of Hall, (England,) Armouier, 

of the Journal from whence thia NirraliTe ii taken, 
•nd who, ftt picKBt, March J81S, teiidei in iMiddletown, io the 
Male of Connecticut. 



Willigni Robiiuon, 
Thomu WilioD, 
Andrew Kelly, 
Robert Bun«D, 
Jamet H<CUy, 
Thomaa Plaiicn, 
Tbomai Newioa, 
Charlea Balet, 
John Han, 
Samuel Wood, 
Peter AUtroD3, 
Fiancii Marteo, 
Jupiter Scn^al, (black : 
3ma ThompnD, 

John B. Jewiit, 
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WAR-SONG OF THE NOOTKA THIBE. 

Commencing toith a Chorut repeated at the end ^ 

each line. 

Hah-yee hah yar bar, he yar hah. 

Hah-yoh hee yar har — he yar hah. 

le yie ee yah bar — ee yie hah. 

le yar ee yar hah — ee yar yah. 

le yar ee I yar yar hah — le yar ee yee yah ! 

I-ye ma hi-chill at-Bish Kla-ha — Hah-ye-hah. 

^e nok ar parts arsh waw — le yie-yar. 

Waw-hoo naks sar hasch — Yar-hah. I-yar hee 

I-yar. 
Waw-hoo naks ar hasch yak-qneett aUh ni-eie, 
Waw har. Hie yee ah-hab. 
Repeated over and over with geatures and brandish- 
ing of weapons. 

NOTE. 
le-gee ma hi-chill, Bignifies, Ye do not know. It 
appears to be a poetical mode of espreasion, the 
common one for you do not know being, Wii- 
iumatash j from this, it would seem that they have 
two languages, one for their songs, and another for 
coninion use. The general meaning of this first 
stania appears to be, Ye little know, ye men of 
Klahar, what valiant warriors we are. Poorly can . 
our foes contend with us, when we come on with 
our daggers, &c 

The Nootkians have no songs of an historical 
nature, nor do they appear to have any tradition re- 
specting their origin. 
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A LIST OF WORDS 

In tke Noolkian Language, ihe mott in uie. 



Check-up, 


Man. 




Woman: 


Noowexa, 


Father. 


Hooma-liexa, 


Mother. 


TanaBaiB, 


Chad. 


KitlJitik, 


Brother. 


Kloot-chem-up, 


SUter. 


T«nu.b-d.«k-up, 


Son. 


Tanaasis-kloots-mah, 


Daughter. 


Tau-hat-«j.tee, 


Kusee, 


Is:' 


Hap-se-up, 


nS... 


NOK. 


Pirpee, 


Ean. 


Chee-chee, 


Teeth. 


Choop. 


Tongue. 


Kook-a-nik-w, 


Hand!. 


Kliah-kliii, 


Feet. 


Oop-helth. 


Sun or Moon. 


Tar-tooae, 


Stan. 


Sie.yah. 


Sky. 


Toop<lti. 


Sea. 


Ch.-hak, 


Fresh water. 


MeeUla, 


Rain. 


Queece, 


Snow. 


Noot-chee, 


Mountain or hill 


Kla-tnr-miai, 


Earth. 
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Een-nuk-Me, 


Fire or fuel. 


Mook-see, 


Eock. 


Muk-ka-tee> 


Hoiue. 


Wik. 


No. 


Me-ho, 


Ye» 


E«k-koelth, 


Slave. 


Mah-hack, 


Wkale. 


Klack-B-miss, 


oa. 


Qnart-Uk, 


Seaotter. 


Coo-coo-ho'U, 


Seal. 


Moo-watch, 


Bear. 




Salmon, 


TooMb-qiu, 


Cod. 


Pow-ee, 


Halilrat. 


Kl<x»-a-mit, 


Herring. 


Chap-ati, 


Canoe. 


Oo-wha-pa. 


Paddle. 


Chee-me-na, 


A BJi.liook. 


Chee-men, 




Sick-a-minny, 


Iron. 


Toophelth, 


Cloth. 


Cham-mass, 


Fruit. 


Chain -maftiU sh, 


f Sweet or pleaaant to the 
\ taste. 




Powder. 


Chee- pokes. 


Copper. 


Hih.<felks, 


Hungry. 
Enough. 




ChM-u-yek, 


Knife or dagger. 


Kllck-er.;ek, 


Rings. 


Quuh-u, 


Smoke. 


Mar^euta, 


Goose or duck. 


Fook-ahit-tle, 


To blow. 


Eeii-a-qiij.shit<tle, 


To kindle a fire. 


Ar-teeae, 


To bathe. 
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To go to fiall. 


A smootiah check-up, 


A vairior. 


Cha-alt-eeeklat-tur wah. 


Go off, at go BWay. 


Ma-kook, 


To«!U. 


Koh-ah-pah-chilt, 




Oo-nah, 


How many. 


Iy-ah-i«h, 


Much. 


Eo-mme-tak, 


I underatand. 


I-yee ma-hak. 


I do not underatand. 


Ei.«.^d»p, 


To play. 
To taugh. 


Kle-wlur, 


Mac-kam-mah-uali, 


Do you want to buy. 


Kah-ih-coh, 


Bring it. 


S.ih-w.iik, 


One. 


Att-ta, 


Two. 


Kat-u, 


Three. 


Mooh, 


Four. 


Soo-cfadi, 


Five. 


Noo-poo, 


Sit 


At-tle-poo, 


Seven. 


Aulah-queltli, 


Eight. 


Saw<vauk-quelth, 


Nine. 


Hy-o, 


Ten. 


Sak-aiU, 


Twenty. 


S«>.jewk, 


One hundred. 


Hy*-oiik, 


Onethonaand. 
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